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Dr. Philip Schaff’s familiarity with the history of 
the early Christian Church gives an exceptional value 
to his article, on another page, concerning the First 
General Council of that church. 


Several articles appropriate to the Christmas season 
appear in our pages this week; and among these 
may be included Dr. Thompson’s pleasant rendering 
of a hymn of Bernard of Clairvaux, on the central 
Theme of Christmas memories. 


In the long slope which leads down from the wis- 
dom which is from above, to the un-wisdom which is 
from beneath and is devilish, one of the lowest places 
belongs to that form of worldly cunning which laughs 
at all barriers of honor and honesty, and which mis- 
calls itself by the cheerful euphemism of “ smartness.”’ 
Keenness of intellect in the conduct of business, and 
promptness in seeing and utilizing all legitimate 
opportunities of business extension, is one thing; but 
business “ smartness,” in the sense of clever dishon- 
esty, is quite another, and one which is not worthy of 
respect even from a merely intellectual standpoint. 

“Great wouldst thou be, and ‘smart’ withal ? 
My friend, the ‘smart’ is always small.” 
The ‘smart’ man, in this sense, is merely a parasite 
preying upon society; and the “smartness” upon 
which he prides himself is much more closely allied 


to the cunning of the fox or of the weasel than to the | 


manly wisdom which should distinguish the man. 


The more polished the phase of infidelity, the great- 
er its influence for evil. Paul found it harder to 
reach the cultured Athenians than the sensual Corin- 
thians. And to-day the smooth-spoken and cold- 








blooded Matthew Arnold will attract to his infidel 
teachings many readers and hearers who would 
recoil from the coarse blasphemies of the Bradlaughs 
and the Ingersolls. Just now, while Matthew Arnold 
is lecturing on our American shores, his publishers 
have issued a new and cheaper edition of his “ Litera- 
ture and Dogma,’—a book of which the general 
spirit may be understood by the closing words of the 
author’s preface to this edition: “Our popular reli- 
gion at present conceives the birth, ministry, and 
death of Christ, as altogether steeped in prodigy, brim- 
ful of miracle :—and miracles do not happen.” In 
view of the new prominence given to the teachings of 
this polite scoffer, at this Christmas season, we are glad 
to lay before our readers a fresh exposure of the empti- 
ness and folly of those teachings, from the pen of 
Professor George P. Fisher of Yale College, a writer 
who has seemed equally capable of meeting the 
vaunted claims of infidelity all the way along from 
Ingersoll to Arnold. 


A man’s real character may frequently be better 
guessed at from his way of doing little things than 
from his way of doing things of greater importance. 
Chamfort has said, cynically, that “in great matters 
men show themselves as it is expedient for them to 
appear to be; but in little things they show them- 
selves as they are.” There is a certain justice in the 
Frenchman’s sneer, for even the best of men act more 
spontaneously, and therefore reveal themselves more 
freely, in matters which they esteem of little account 
than in other things in which careful planning and 
nice discretion are necessary. It is in view of this 
tendency of human nature to reveal itself in little 
things, that our Lord has said: “ He that is faithful 
in a very little is faithful also in much: and he that 
is unrighteous in a very little is unrighteous also in 
much.” If men were fully to realize that the world 
around them never lacks self-constituted judges and 
juries to weigh the meaning of every trivial word and 
act, they would be likely to devote more attention 
than they do to the little things which now they count 
of no importance at all; the evil-minded Would be 
cautious, in order that they might seem to be what 
they are not ; the good, in order that they might come 
to be what they would wish to appear to be. 





It is not always egotism which prompts a person to 
give prominence to his own opinions or feelings, in 
social conversation or in public gatherings; and this 
truth ought to be borne in mind in our estimates of 
our fellows, as based on their manner of putting them- 
selves forward. “ He is not in love with himself; he 
is in love with his ideas,” was the just and.,discrimi- 
nating comment by an elder clergyman on the course 
of a very bright and forward, yet really unselfish and 
diffident, young member of his profession. Similarly, 
Julian Hawthorne writes in description of Anthony 
Trollope, in his proneness to emphasize his differences 





was some ‘peculiarity in him—some element or bias 
in his composition—that made him different from 
other men; but, on the other hand, there was an 
ardent solicitude to annul or reconcile this difference. 
. . - He could not sit quiet in the face of a divergence 
between himself and his associates; he was incorri- 
gibly strenuous to obliterate or harmonize the irrecon- 
cilable points between him and others; and since 
these points remained irreconcilable, he remained in 
a constant state of storm and stress on the subject.” 
Many a man seems to be pressing himself upon public 
notice, when he has really little thought of himself, 
but has chief thought of the ideas which so possess 
his mind that he thinks they are worthy of possessing 
all minds. And many another man seems to be 
intent on making you think just as he thinks, when, 
in fact, his desire is to remove all differences of opinion 
between you and him by having both come to a com- 
mon standard of agreement wherever that may be 
found. So,a man may constantly be causing new 
misunderstandings by his persistent endeavors to 
remove old ones. His restless determination to have 
all things straight at any cost, may forbid the possi- 
bility of his ever having things straight where there 
has once been a crook in the line. It is worth our 
while to have these tendencies of character in mind, 
both in judging and shaping our own course, and in 
judging and in bearing with the course of our fellows. 





HEROISM IN UNFOUGHT BATTLES. 


All the world admires the recognized hero. As 
Carlyle says, “ Hero-worship exists, has existed, and 
will forever exist, universally among mankind.” But 
in order to be recognized as a hero, a man must have 
the opportunity of displaying heroism, and this oppor- 
tunity can only exist with some possibility of high 
achievement. A man may be a hero, however, with- 
out his heroism being made known to the world; and 
there are those, indeed, whose characters show the 
results of heroic being and braving, while as yet no 
opportunity has been given for the display of their 
heroism. 

The primary idea of heroism is an exceptional 
manliness, a manliness which partakes of the divine 
element. The heroes of classic literature were god- 
like men, whether in war or in peace; for it is a mis- 
take to suppose that the ancient Greeks looked upon 
the field of battle as the only place for the display of 
heroism. Homer applied the term “hero” to men who 
had nothing to do with war or command; as “ the 
minstrel Demodocus,” “the herald Mulius,” and the 
best of “the unwarlike Phzacian people.” As an 
old-time English writer defined the ancient idea of 
heroism: “Tho’ heroical be properly understood of 
demi-gods, as of Hercules and Aneas, whose parents 
were said to be, the one celestial, the other mortal ; 


| yet it is also transferred to those, who for their great- 


with others, through his very desire to remove those | 
| 


differences: “ His character was simple and straight- | 


forward to a fault, but he was abnormally conscien- 
tious, and keenly alive to others’ opinion concerning 
him. It might be thought that he was overburdened 
with self-esteem, and unduly opinionated ; but in fact 
he was over-anxious to secure the good-will and agree- 
ment of all with whom he came in contact. There 





ness of mind came near to God.” In fact, there has 
never been a time among men, when Whittier’s view of 
heroism had not its recognition by truest souls: 
“ Dream not of helm and harness 
The sign of valor true ; 
Peace hath higher tests of manhood 
Than battle ever knew.” 


Sir Philip Sidney is more widely recognized as the 
hero, in his self-denying proffer of the longed-tor 
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draught of wine on the field of Zutphen, than in he was loved, and he was worthy of all the love which | God’s heroes ; for all that God asks of any servant of 


any exploit of his knightly life before he lay there 
dying. And Grace Darling and Florence Nightin- | 
gale have a higher meed of praise in the world’s 
upprovil to-day, than Jeanne d’Arc. Yet even these 
heroes of peaceful achievement had their opportuni- 
ties of high and well-known doing, without which 
their heroism would never have been recognized 
by the world at large. Their real heroism, however, 
was in their real spirit and conduct; not in the pub- 
licity of their performance and in the world’s recog- 
nition of their claim to admiration and honor. So 
far, all will agree. It is self-apparent that heroisin 
may be evidenced where the world cannot see the_ 
proof; but it is not so commonly realized, that much | 
of the truest heroism is in conflicts that are never met, 
and in battles that are never fought. 


avenues. 


its restful confidence. 


was given to him. One day, as he was starting out 
for a ride with his parents, he asked them where they 
were going; and they told him that they were going 
to take him up to the new cemetery, a beautiful city 
of the dead by the river's hank, beyond the town. 
His bright face grew shadowed, and his little lips 
quivered, so that his father asked him, “ Why, Willie, 
don’t you want to go there?” Quietly the trustful 
answer came back, “ Yes, if you think it best, papa.” 
And they rode on silently, in through the broad gate- 
way; on, along the tree-shaded and _ turf-bordered 
The child seemed strangely quiet, clinging 
in love to his mother’s side, and looking up from time 
to time with a face that seemed never so beautiful in 


Abraham is known to the world as having yielded | child drew a breath of relief. and looking up in new 


his father-love to the love of his Father, in deciding | surprise asked: “ Why, am I going back with you 


to sacrifice his son at the cal] of his God, although he | 
did not harm a hair of that son’s head ; and the in- | 
spired apostle assures us, that Abraham was “ justi- | 
fied by works”—which he did not have to perform. | 
Abraham’s heroic courage proved itself in the issue 

of that struggle which he had with himself when he 

must say that he was ready to give back to God his 

son, his only son Isaac, whom he loved ; and the actual 

sacrificing of Isaac, after the lad lay bound upon the 

altar, would not in any degree have increased the evi- 

dence of Abraham’s heroic devotion to Him whom 

he trusted as his Friend. And many a man since 

the days of Abraham has evidenced his fidelity to 

God as surely as did Abraham, while only God and 

the hero-in-God’s-sight has knowm of the opportunity 

and of its issue. 

Every soldier knows that the truest tests of a sol- 
dier’s courage are not those occurrences which stand 
out most prominently in the stories of warfare. It 
is commonly harder to overcome one’s shrinking from 
danger while the choice of action is still before one, 
than to keep up when the unavoidable battle is fairly 
in progress. George Macdonald says truly: “ The 
direst foe of courage is the fear itself, not the object 
of it; and the man who can overcome his own terror 
is a hero and more.” ‘The chief struggle of a soldier 
is before the battle; not during it. When he has 
decided to enter the fight unflinchingly, his heroic 
bearing and doing follow almost as a matter of course ; 


“ For courage mounteth with occasion.” 
During the last year of our civil war, a veteran 
brigade, which had lost heavily in a week of battles, 
returned to its camp after its seven days’ absence; 





and, a little before ‘midnight, its remaining officers 


again?” “Of course you are. Why should you 
doubt it?” “ Why, I thought that when they took 
little children to the cemetery, they left them 
there,” said that hero-child. And then it was found 
that with a child’s imperfect knowledge that dear boy 
had supposed he was being taken, at the call of God, 
and by the parents whom he loved and trusted, to be 
buried in the place which he had heard of only as a 
place of burial. And all by himself he had had the 


struggle with himself, and had proved the victor. | 


Like Isaac of old, he was a hero in a terrible battle 
which was never fought. “ Yes, yes,” you say; “ but 
that was a child’s foolish fancy, a mere fear of his 
imagining.” Ay, and the most desperate of all 
struggles are our struggles with dangers that are 
unreal. The sorest conflicts for which we must make 
preparation are conflicts which do not occur; and the 
battles which we anticipate with direst dread are bat- 
tles which are never fought. In all the course of life, 
“ Present fears 
Are less than horrible imaginings.” 

There are calls to heroism in the every-day life of 
every man or woman; although not every man or 
woman proves heroic in the hour of testing. And by 
far the greater number of these calls are of one’s own 
imagining ; but they are only all the more real for 
that. A business man sees just ahead of him an 
emergency where strict honesty would prove his 
financial ruin, but where a slight departure from the 
right would save him from disaster and disgrace. If 
he is heroic, he decides to brave the worst ; and then 
the worst does not come. Only God knows what a 
struggle that man had in—or for—the battle which 
was not fought. A woman in her quiet home life 


and men lay down for their long-delayed rest. | faces a danger to herself or to her loved ones which 
Hardly had they fallen asleep, when they were | seems inevitable, but which would only be hastened 
started up by a summons to fall into line, and to| by its open recognition; and in her heroism she pre- 
make a hurried march of four or five hours for. the | pares to meet the crisis without a word. Her every 
purpose of assaulting, at daybreak, a line of the} smile is*then heroic; yet her heroism is never swus- 


enemy’s works which they knew to be practically 
impregnable. Then it was that, in weakness of body 
and in torpor of mind, a half-awake officer, formally 
excused by the surgeon from immediate active duty, 
had to meet the question, all alone in the gloom of 
the night, whether he would remain there at rest, or 
rouse up and use his little remnant of life-strength in 
the effort to cheer his men, as he went on with them 
to certain death. It was heroic in him to decide to 
rise up and move forward at that hour ; none the less 
heroic because of the fact that, before the enemy’s 
stronghold was reached, the order for its assault was 
countermanded, and the world never knew of the 


pected by others, because the anticipated catastrophe 
is averted. 
great sacrifice, and of courageous fidelity to principle, 
which never show themselves outside of the hero’s own 
soul, are multiplied in common life beyond the thought 
of the most zealous hero worshipers. 

Although such heroism as this is not itself made 
known to the world, its results are manifest. N» 
man or woman can be heroic without being uplifted 
thereby, without bearing in the outer being the signs 





occasion which tested those soldiers’ heroism. And | 


that incident was but one of a thousand similar occour- 


rences. Officers were even promoted in rank, dur-| been in that life more than one promptly answered call 


| to heroism in unfought battles. 


ing that war, for volunteering to lead a forlorn- 
hope which was not formed or led. Their heroism 
was thus recognized without the opportunity of its 
display. 

Nor is it in the soldier-life alone that heroism is 
called out where no conflict appears. There was a 
tender-hearted, loving child in a New England home, 


of the hero-soul within. Whenever we see the deep- 
ening lines and the radiant glow of a countenance 
that shows a growing nobleness and an increasing 
beauty of character, where the personal life seems 
unruffied by any conflict, we may be sure that there has 


why it is that our imaginings bring us face to face 
with so many dangers which do not exist, and compel 
us, so often, to prepare for battles which are never 
fought, it should encourage us to consider, that, if we 
meet heroically those conflicts which have no exist- 





ence save in our own fears and fancies, we are, in a 


to whom life was all gladness and joy. He loved asi sense, gaining the strength and doing the work of 


As they finally passed out | 
again from the gateway they had entered, the dear | 


Heroic decisions of unselfishness, and o* 


And when we wonder 


| his is that he be faithful and heroic in that servant’s 
| sphere. 
“ There is no end to the sky 
And the stars are everywhere 
And time is eternity, 

And the here is over there. 
For the common deeds of the common day 
Are ringing bells in the far-away.” 





NOTES ON OPEN LETTERS. 


With the keen eyes and the many minds of our wide 
circle of readers, any mention by us of a book, either 
in praise or in dispraise, is pretty sure to bring out some 
| request for its place of publishing, and its retail price. 
Thus, our referenee to pious and prosy comments on a 
universally attractive picture-text, has summoned this 
call from the hills of New Hampshire: 





You speak in the Notes on Open Letters of Scott’s notes 
on the Pilgrim’s Progress : can you tell me where and by whom 
| they are published at the present time ? 

An illustrated edition of Pilgrim’s Progress, with 
Scott’s notes, is published by the Presbyterian Board of 
Publication, Philadelphia, at $2.50. 


It has been common to speak of knowledge as the basis 
of our confidence in science, and of faith as the basis of 
our confidence in the Bible; but one of our Tennessee 
correspondents would reverse this order, and look for 
knowledge in the realm of faith, and for faith in the 
realm of knowledge. And there is a sense in which he 
has the right idea of the true order of things. He writes: 

Can you recommend any work on the Bible and Science, 
written by a person who knows the Bible is a revelation of God, 
and one who bedieves that the laws of nature are God’s laws. 
I also wish to purchase a work on the History of Nations before 
and immediately after the flood. If you will give me a list of 
two or three of what you consider the very best works on the 
above subjects, you will greatly oblige one who places great 
confidence in your book notices. 

Perhaps there is no better book in the direction first 
indicated than Principal Dawson’s Nature and the Bible, 
as published by Robert Carter and Brothers, New York, 
at $1.75. Again, Canon Rawlinson’s The Origin of 
Nations, as published by Charles Scribner’s Sons, New 
York, at $1.00, will fairly meet the second inquiry. 


How to hold one’s self and one’s work at a fair esti- 
mate, is not a problem of easy solution. It has puzzled 
others before it caused discussion in a Bible-class, in the 
interior of Pennsylvania, as reported by a teacher, who 
says: 

I havea large Bible-class of young men. In connection with 
the lesson covering David’s victory over Goliath, a question 
was given which drew divergent answers, namely: “Is it right 
for one te take any degree of credit for the Christian work he 
is performing?’’ A number of the scholars thought it not 
wrong. Please answer through your Open: Letter column, 
giving your views. 

The answer to that question depends on what you 
mean by “credit.” A good deed ought rather to be 
“ credited” to a man than to be “charged” against him. 
And the fact that a man has done what needed to be 
done, may properly be made known by himself when its 
example is likely to prove a stimulus or an encourage- 
ment to others. But a man has no right to claim, or to 
supy/ose, that he has done more than his simple duty in 
doing his very best; nor yet is he ever justified in feeling 
that he has proved a valuable helper of the Lord, when 
, he has merely performed the service which God directed 
him to attend to; for God might have used another man 
quite as effectively as, perhaps even better than, himself 
for this very work. No man is entitled to the thanks 
of the Divine Gevernment (with or without an accom- 
panying medal) for his gallant or faithful services in 
behalf of that government. For example, David did 
not always do as well as he could do. If his part in the 
Goliath matter looked well, his dealing with Uriah 
looked anything but well. Taking the two things 
together, David could not claim to have done better for 
the Lord than the Lord had a right to ask of him, and to 
expect. His salvation had to be of grace. 
with every man since the days of David. Not one can 
claim that the Lord has made any profit on him. That 











And so it is 


is the way our Saviour looks at it, when he says: “ Even 
so ye also, when ye shall have done all the things that 
are commanded you, say, We are unprofitable servants: 
we have done [only] hat which it was our duty to do.” 
It is the best servants of God who are called the “un- 
profitable” ones. 

taking into account, 





The others are not really worth 
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JESU DULCIS MEMORIA. 


Hyrww oF BERNARD OF CLAIRVAUX, A. D. 1091-1158. 
BY ALEXANDER RB, THOMPSON, D.D. 


O Jesus, to remember thee, 

Sweet to my heart will ever be! 
But sweeter far, and far more dear, 
To know that thou art always near. 


More pleasant word was never sung 
To ravished ear by dulcet tongue, 
More winsome sound no lip can frame, 
O Son of God, than thy dear name. 


O hope of every penitent 

Who seeks thee with a heart intent, 
Thou art to them that seek, how kind! 
But what art thou to them that find! 


Hath mortal tongue the power to tell 
In words the joy ineffable ? 

They only that have shared it prove, 
Dear Lord, the wonder of thy love. 


O Jesus, glory-mantled king, 

O Victor, ever triumphing, 

Thy beauty how can words express, 
Thine all-attractive loveliness! 


When thou shalt deign to be my guest, 
And in my heart take up thy rest, 
How vain, how vile the world will be, 
What left me to be loved but thee! 


Then with me evermore abide, 

Make for me endless morning-tide ; 
Drive out the darkness of the night, 
And fill the world with beauty bright. 


Come to me, O my Lord and King, 
Come and thy boundless glory bring, 
Come with the light of heavenly day, 
Long waited for, oh, come away! 





LITERATURE NOT A SUBSTITUTE FOR 
RELIGION. 


BY PROFESSOR GEORGE P. FISHER, D.D., LL.D. 


It is remarkable that some of the most prominent 
apostles of that sort o science which, if it be not strictly 
materialism, is materialistic in its drift and its actual 
influence, manifest a disposition to recoil from the con- 
sequences of their own theory. They discern that, if 
they were to make out their case, the situation in which 
mankind would be left would not be altogether desirable. 
The Pessimist philosophers put ona bold front. They 
bluntly declare that the world is a bad one in its essen- 
tial make, and that human life is not worth living. Not 
so the materialistic or semi-materialistic school. They 
are, frequently at least, indisposed to give up the warmth 
and hopefulness natural to unperverted men who have 
not given up all ideas of any good in the future. We 
may instance Mr. Tyndall, the famous propounder of 
the “ prayer-gauge.” He is, to be sure, not a very con- 
sistent thinker. He asserts that there is a gulf between 
matter and consciousness, brain and thought, which 
nobody can ever bridge over. Yet he is inclined to 
assume that everything can be traced, in a genetic line 
of purely mechanical causation, back to a fiery cloud. 
Out of that imagined cloud, the primitive being, as the 
ultimate source, came the conceptions of Plato and of 
Shakespeare. But Mr. Tyndall still suggests that reli- 
gion is a demand of the emotions, He sees that man is 
not man, if the emotions are extirpated. No, we cannot 
wholly give up religion; we must take it out of the 
domain of thought, however, and relegate it exclusively 
to the emotive side of our being. How anything that 
deserves to be called religious faith—anything that can 
give strength or comfort to a human soul—can subsist 
in so tenuous an atmosphere—in a vacuum, we might 
say—passes comprehension. Nevertheless, the sugges- 
tion of Tyndall is worth a good deal as an admission. 
It is a frank confession of a gifted man, that theories to 
which he appears to lend his sanction require supple- 
ment or qualification. Human nature, fed with them 
alone, would starve. 

Others, who embrace agnosticism, or a more dogmatic 
denial of Christianity in its miraculous features, look to 
literature for consolation. Anold philosopher, Boethius, 
wrote a famous book called “The Consolations of Phi- 
losophy.” But these, of whom I now speak, are com- 
monly little inclined to metaphysics. Literature is their 
delight. They would make it their main resource. 
They contend against the devotees of science who think 
lightly of the classics and belles-lettres, and insist that 
being now deprived of the spiritual help and comfort 
which modern views of the universe have robbed us 
of, literature is indispensable as an elevating power 





and asa solace. Something like this has been urged in 
a recent lecture of Mr. Matthew Arnold. We cannot 
live upon science; the old ideas of theology, it is said, 
are obsolete; without literature, our spirits will be 
given up to barrenness and ennut. 

But when men talk about the soothing influences of 
literature, as a surrogate for the Christian faith, it must 
be remembered that it is of literature with religious 
belief eliminated from it of which they are talking. 
Not to dwell on this consideration just here, it behooves 
every thoughtful person to ask himseif whether litera- 
ture has the supreme virtue, which is tacitly ascribed to 
it, of sustaining the human heart in the exigencies of 
life,—for example, in bereavement, in sickness, and in 
death. Leave out of view its greater or lesser capacity 
to guide and purify the tempted and erring soul. The 
question now is, whether literature, as distinct from reli- 
gion, contains in it a balm for sorrow, anxiety, loneli- 
ness, the anticipation of death. Will it take the place 
of Christian faith and hope? No mistake can be more 
peal, and more contradicted by experience, than such a 
theory, which raises literature to the rank of an idol, 
and substitutes the worship of letters for the worship of | 
God. The affections and yearnings of the human soul 
are such as books cannot permanently satify. Do they | 
enable us to dispense with father and mother, wife and 
children, brother and sister, friends and country? No 
more do they avail to satiate those profounder yearnings 
of the spirit, which demand an eternal resting-place and 
rock of refuge for our dependent finite nature. 

Macaulay, in his younger days, wrote an eloquent essay 
on the Athenian orators, in which he set forth in glow- 
ing periods the pleasure to be derived from the rich and 
imperishable literature of Greece. In his review of 
Mitford’s History of Greece, with still more brilliant 
declamation, he sets forth the inspiration and consolation 
which the works of Athenian genius have afforded to 
great men, especially in hours of pain and of trial ;— 
“by the lonely lamp of Erasmus, in the tribune of Mira- 
beau, in the cell of Galileo, on the scaffold of Sidney.” 
Few men have drawn more delight from books than 
Macaulay. But let the reader turn to the last pages of 
Trevelyan’s life of this eminent man. It will be seen 
there that as physical infirmities and the prospect of 
death afflicted him, something else than literature wag 
needful. In a letter not included in the memoir, an 
English clergyman disclosed the comfort which the 
dying scholar and statesman gained from the Christian 
truth which he was now led to apprehend more practi- 
cally and trustfully than he had viewed it before. It 
was with Macaulay as with Dr. Johnson, of whom he 
had written so much. It was in his very last days that 
Johnson was consoled by the perception of the way of 
reconciliation through the Saviour’s death. 

There is one other consideration which those who 
would make literature do the work of religion and of 
the Christian faith strangely overlook. Take out of 
literature the recognition of the truths of religion, 
expressed or implied, and you strip it of its real efficacy. 
The life and soul are gone. The comforting power dis- 
appears, as well as the kindling, elevating, purifying 
energy. This may be proved by experiment. One may 
take the greatest of the ancient poets, Sophocles. Divest 
his dramas of the sublime references to an all-governing 
Deity, watchful of men, whose throne is the seat of eter- 
nal right, and those glorious productions become flat 
and spiritless. It is the background of the supernatural, 
and of faith in the supernatural, which is the indispen- 
sable condition of their power to inspire the reader. 
The same experiment may be tried on any of the trage- 
dies of Shakespeare. One may take Hamlet and per- 
form, if he can, a like process upon it. Take out the 
recognition of God, of his retributive providence, of 
Christ and his salvation, of heaven and of hell, and see 
what you have left. 

To substitute literature for religion, then, is a vain 
dream. Besides, if it were attempted, the wheat which 
literature contains would have to be sifted*out, or con- 
verted into chaff. We have instanced Shakespeare and | 
Sophocles. We might refer, for another illustration, to 
the masterpiece of medieval literature, the Divina Com- 
media of Dante. Those solemn views of the divine gov- 
ernment, of the sacredness of religious duty, of the world 
te come, which constitute in a main part the atmosphere 
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about as much refreshment to the spirit as the Desert of 
Sahara yields nutriment to the flesh. 


Yale College. 





THE COUNCIL OF JERUSALEM. 
BY PROFESSOR PHILIP SCHAFF, D.D., LL.D. 


The first Christian council or synod was held in Jeru- 
salem, the mother-church of Christendom, A.D. 50. We 
have two accounts of it, one by Luke in the fifteenth 
chapter of Acts, and one by Pau! in the second chapter 
of Galatians. They differ in details, but agree in sub- 
stance and supplement each other. Luke, as the histo- 
rian of apostolic Christianity, reports the public trans- 
actions, the speeches, the result, and the official letter of 
the council informing the churches of the decision. 
Paul merely alludes to the council in the course of his 
argument in a doctrinal and polemical epistle. The 
Judaizing teachers of Galatia had undermined his apos- 
tolic authority, and misrepresented him as an unsound 
radical who had not enjoyed the personal instruction of 
the Lord, and taught a doctrine different from that of 
In opposition to 
this calumny, he informs his misguided converts that he 
was directly called by Christ to his apostleship, that he 
received his gospel by revelation, that he was equal to 
the twelve in authority, and that the pillar-apostles them- 
selves, James, Peter, and John, at the conference in 
Jerusalem, acknowledged him as such, with the only 
difference that he was to labor among the Gentiles, and 
they among the Jews. The contradictions which some 
critics of the Tubingen school have discovered between 
the two accounts, disappear on closer inspection. 

The cause which occasioned the council was the con- 
troversy about circumcision, as a term of church-mem- 
bership, which as a sign and seal of the covenant 
implied an obligation to observe the whole Mosaic law, 
ritual as well as moral. It was the first doctrinal 
and ritualistic controversy which arose in the apostolic 
church, and threatened to divide it into two hostile 
camps; but the dangerous split was avoided by the 
wisdom and conciliatory spirit of the apostles. The 
question was whether the rite of circumcision prescribed 
by God himself in the old dispensation, and not expresely 
abolished by Christ, was still binding upon the believers, 
and a necessary condition of church-membership, or 
whether faith in®hrist was sufficient for salvation. The 
Jewish Christian party, which stuck tenaciously to the 
Mosaic traditions, maintained the former, Paul and 
Barnabas the latter. It was a question of life and death. 
If the narrow Pharisaical view had prevailed, the Gen- 
tile world could never have been converted, and Chris- 
tianity would have shrunk toa Jewish sect. The Greeks 
and .Romans would never have submitted to the yoke of 
the Mosaic Jaw. The conversion of the world, the fate 
of Christianity as the universal religion, and the prin- 
ciple of Christian freedom, were at stake; and therefore 
Paul resisted with all his might the circumcision of 
Titus, a Greek, whom he had brought along as a living 
example of true conversion and discipleship among the 
Gentiies. 

The controversy was quite animated. Both parties 
had, a full hearing. Several addresses were made. 
Those of Peter, James, and Paul are briefly recorded, 
and hit the nail on the head. Peter, the oldest of the 
apostles, had formerly himself been of the opinion that 
Judaism was the door to Christianity ; in other words, 
that one must be circumcised as well as baptized in 
order to be a true disciple of Christ, and entitled to all 
the benefits of church-membership; but he had been 
freed from this error by a special vision at Joppa, and 
by the conversion of the heathen Cornelius and his 
household. Then he became convinced “that God is 
no respecter of persons; but in every nation he that 
feareth him, and worketh righteousness, is acceptable 
to him” (Acts 10: 35). He therefore openly declared 
before the council that man, Jew as well as Gentile, is 
saved, not by circumcision, but “ through the grace of 
the Lord Jesus” (Acts 15:11). This is precisely the 
principle of Paul: salvation by the free grace of God in 
Christ, apprehended by a living faith which unites us to 
Christ, and makes us partakers of his benefits. 

Then Paul and Barnabas arose, and illustrated and 























of the work, when they are dissipated or resolved into | 
mere illusions of mythologic fancy, leave these immortal | 
poems shorn of their power. It would be curious to see | 
what sort of literature would grow up in an educated | 
community thoroughly permeated with Buckleism or | 
Spencerism. We should have an absolute reign of 

Dryasdust. The deepest wells of imagination and senti- 

ment would be choked up, 


Literature would afford | genuine conservative Christianity, 


confirmed that great principle by their own experience 
of what signs and wonders God had wrought among the 
Gentiles through the simple preaching of the gospel. 
The last speaker was James, the head of the congre- 
gation of Jerusalem, and probably the presiding officer 
of the council. His position was a delicate one. He 
stood in the highest esteem with the Jewish Christian 
party, and was looked up to as the representative of 
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Jesus, as his brother, gave him additional authority. He 
was evidently called upon to mediate between the two 
parties, His speech therefore proposed a compromise, 
He sided with Peter and Paul in the principle of salva- 
-tion by grace through faith without circumcision; but, 
jn order to conciliate the strict Jewish believers, he 
demanded from the Gentile converts that they should 
abstain not only from open sin, but from those practices 
which were especially offensive to the Jewish conscience, 
and which even the proselytes of the gate had to give 
up; namely, the eating of meat offered to heathen idols, 
and of blood. 

This compromise was readily accepted and embodied 
in a pastoral letter to the Gentile churches in Antioch 
and Syria and Cilicia. This was the only burden laid 
on them. Circumcision was not required. The prin- 
ciple for which Paul had contended, had triumphed, 
and the unity of the church was saved. Jewish Chris- 
tianity and Gentile Christianity gradually melted into 
one brotherhood. 

From this interesting chapter in the history of the 
apostolic church we may learn the following lessons: 

1, Controversies about doctrines and rites are un- 
avoidable from time to time, and are a sign of life and 
activity in the church. They are preferable to the 
peace of the graveyard. It is through controversy that 
truth is developed and error defeated. All the great 
doctrines of the Christian Church, the trinity, the incar- 
nation, the atonement, justification, regeneration, etc. 
have come out-as pure gold from the furnace of theo- 
logical dispute. Only, let controversy be conducted in a 
Christian spirit, and with a single eye to the cause of 
truth. 

2. The best way to settle a controversy is by full dis- 
cussion and personal conference between the contending 
parties. Even the inspired apostles did not decide the 
question then agitated, by mere authority, but traveled 
all the way to Jerusalem to secure a general understand- 
ing, after giving a full hearing to the opposition. It is 
good for Christians to come together, to think together, 
and to talk together. In the multitude of counsellors 
there is safety. One man may be wiser than a whole 
multitude, but if he can convince the multitude, his 
judgment is all the more powerful. 

8, Synodical conferences are clearly sanctioned by 
apostolic example and precedent. But nothing is said 
or required as to the time and number*of such confer- 
ences, This is left to expediency. There may be 
annual, or triennial, or occasional synods, as time and 
circumstances suggest. Synods may be local or-diocesan 
or provincial or national or ecumenical ; they may be 
advisory or legislative; all this depends upon the 
wants and necessities of the church which vary in differ- 
ent periods and countries. 

4, The composition of a synod should be democratic, 
or republican, if we may use this term. The apostles 
might have decided the controversy by their own per- 
sonal weight and authority, individually or collectively ; 
but they preferred to confer with the brotherhood, and 
to allow a free and open discussion. The Council of 
Jerusalem consisted of the apostles, elders, and brethren ; 
and the synodical letter containing the decision was 
issued in their name and the name of “ the whole church” 
(Acts 15: 6-22). It is therefore a departure from apos- 
tolic practice if synods in the Roman Catholic or any 
other church have become purely clerical and hierarchi- 
cal, This is contrary to the principle of the general 
priesthood of the laity, which gives every believer the 
right and duty to read the Scriptures, to offer the sacri- 
fice of prayer and praise, and to take an active part in 
the government and all the general interests of the 
church, 





“JUST LIKE GOD.” 
BY J. W. CHICKERING, D.D, 


These were the words of a little girl. I have used 
them in preaching from John 3: 16: “ For God so loved 
the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that who- 
soever believeth on him should not perish, but have 
everlasting life.” 

Little Mary was reading this verse with her mother— 
a beautiful family custom—when her mother asked, 
* Don’t you think that is very wonderful?” she replied 
im the negative. Her mother, surprised, repeated the 
question. ‘“ Why no, mamma,” said her little daughter. 


“lt would be if it was anybody else; but it’s just like | 


God.” 

“Out ef the mouth of babes.” So I told the people 
that while I took the text from the Bible, and the sub- 
ject from the text, I found the special topic for the dis- 
eourse im these three words ef a child, — aptly 





expressing the thought, the atonement, the great demon- 
stration of the Deity. 





A CAROL. 
FRoM THE GERMAN OF PAUL GERHARDT. 


BY THE REV. M. WOOLSEY STRYKER. 


Joyful shall my heart, upspringing, 
Hear this night, 
With delight, 

All the angels singing. 

Hark! how full the choirs of glory 
Far and high 
Thrill the sky 

With the Christmas story. 


Forth to-day from Heaven’s portal, 
Comes a king, 
Conquering, 

Bringing life immortal. 

For thy good, O sinful creature, 
God's dear child, 
Undefiled, 

Wears thy human nature. 


Ye with heavy burdens bending, 
See the near 
Door appear 

To a rest unending. 

Enterin! The life beginning, 
Which, by grace, 
Giveth peace 

Evermore from sinning. 





GIVING, THE MEASURE OF LOVE. 
BY 8. H. TROWBRIDGE. 


Christmas time has come, and with it the joys of 
receiving tokens of love from friends, and the greater 
blessedness of giving them. , The New Year is approach- 
ing, and with it comes the inventory and the balance 
sheet; the review of the past year with plans and pur- 
poses for the year to come. It strongly suggests the 
important question of proprietorship or of stewardship ; 
and this applies to time and the varied adaptations and 
opportunities for usefulness as well as to money. 

The child or adult whose pleasure consists alone in 
receiving, and not in giving, not only shows no love to 
others but loses the purest joys of the most joyous occa. 
sions. A little girl, accustomed to receive gifts on her 
birthday, when told that Christmas was the birthday 
of Christ, very wisely remarked that we ought then to 
give him presents, rather than receive them from others. 
In this she only manifested the spirit of the wise men 
from the East who brought to the infant Saviour gifts, 
gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 

While every one may not havesuch gifts to offer, each 
has the power to present the Saviour of the world and 
the God of the universe am infinitely more worthy and 
acceptable gift. Christ has already made choice of the 
gift he would receive at our hands, and has kindly told 
us what it is. He even asks and demands it: “ My son, 
give me thine heart.” “If ye love me, keep my com- 
mandments.” Let no one deceive himself with the 
thought that he loves Christ, and is accepted of him, who 
withholds these simple offerings, with all which they 
imply, from him who has purchased human love and 
service with the highest price that was ever paid for 
any purchase. “ Why call ye me Lord, Lord, and do not 
the things which I say?”” “God so loved the world that 
he gave his only begotten Son.” The unfathomable 
meaning of the little word “so” can only be expressed 
in his act of giving. His infinite love is measured by 
his priceless gift. Paul calls it his “ unspeakable gift.” 
So our love to him is measured by the value of the gift 
we offer him. And not less is love to our friends meas- 
ured in the same way. There is perhaps nothing in 
which even good people have more need of education 
than in the duty and privilege of giving. 

A gift that costs nothing expresses no love; and 
usually the offerings which cost most, and are most 
prized by the recipient, are not to be purchased with 
money. It is an easy thing to say, I love you, and it 
often means little or nothing; but genuine love is never 
satisfied with telling, it wants to show it, and the greater 
the pains taken the happier is the giver and the more 
prized the gift. True affection cannot beara debt. It 
would not always pay in kind but in equivalent,—though 
estimated not by the standard of money value, but of 
Sacrifice,—and it is a beautiful sight to see either young 
or old vying with each other in the generous courtesies 
and kindly offices of daily life. Purest love and happi- 
ness attend such willing services. The greater the ser- 
vice rendered, the more exalted the character. “ Who- 





soever will be chief among you, let him be your ser- 
vant.” The highest office in the gift of any people is 
bestowed upon him who shows his ability and willing- 
ness to serve them best. It is the law of nature and of 
God. It isa sad mistake to suppose that the ability to 
command service is more exalting than that of render- 
ing it. . 

Whether we like or accept the position or not, it is 
nevertheless true that our relations to God imply subjec- 
tion to him; it is true, likewise, that we too often forget 
our place, and assume the position of proprietor. Man 
under God’s government is servant, not master. 

Bridget in the kitchen, on the plea that she is entitled 
to her living, helps herself, unbidden, to the best the 
house affords, and is justly called a thief. She has right 
to the food furnished her, and the stipulated pay, and 
no more. Mary is hired to attend a milliner’s shop, org 
telegraph office, but is frivolous and trifling, and leaves 
her work undone. It avails her nothing with her 
employer to say, “I can’t live without amusements, and 
must enjoy myself some of the time.” She is paid to 
work, and not to amuse herself, and, if she but knew it, 
could find her greatest enjoyment in her work. “ Duty 
is joy, and there is no joy beside.” George is hired in 
the shop by the month, but is lazy, and slights his work, 
and cannot satisfy his boss with the statement that he 
“can’t work all the time.” He ought to learn that 
“labor is the sweetest joy,” and that “ rest is sweet at 
eventide.” John Jones is employed, for wages, to run 
William Smith’s farm. After John has gathered the 
crops he sells them, and pockets the proceeds. Mr. 
Smith directs him to turn the funds over to himself, ag 
the proper owner, but John says, “I earned the money, 
and want it myself.” Sambo, moreover, spirits away 
a considerable part of his employer’s crop, and appro- 
priates it to himself, because he “raised it.” All 
these would be held and punished as thieves, and the 
statement, “‘I earned the money; I raised the crop, it is 
mine,” would have no weight as palliation in either 
case ; and the owner would feel nothing but indignation, 
if an attempt at compromise were made, by the offer to 
give him only a part of the net profits. If either should 
spend his working hours in sport, amusement, or pleasure- 
seeking, he well knows he would be severely repri- 
manded; and would never even think of replying, “ Is 
not my time my own, and haven’t I a right to use it as 
I please?” Neither would need to be told, “ The farm 
is mine, the utensils and stock are mine; your time and 
strength are mine, and you have nothing to do but obey 
my directions in the use of all, and in the disposal of al] 
the proceeds.” Each might say, “But I must have 
something to lay by for sickness and old age, and must 
provide for my family.” But the proprietor replies, “I 
furnish provision for all these in my compensation for 
your labor.” Mr.B , a bank cashier, invests for him- 
self the funds placed as a trustin hishands. He did not 
earn the money, yet he uses it as his own. He is called 
an embezzler, and everybody so understands it. Andan 
heir to possessions, earned by the hard toil, and saved 
by the rigid economy, of another, who spends them in 
luxury and extravagance, without regard for the wishes 
of the pareat, is no less in the same category. 

While it is very easy to see that, in the cases men- 
tioned, the waste or misappropriation of timie, service, or 
funds, when these are due to man, is nothing less than 
robbery, it is considerably more difficult when God is 
the one to whom they are due. God called the whole 
nation of Israel a band of robbers because they defrauded 
him of tithes and offerings. It should be noticed that 
the tithes are not synonymous with offerings, but in 
addition tothem. And they were not to be so arbitrary 
as to close the hand and heart to real want and suffering 
because the tenth had already been devoted to the 
Lord’s purposes. The tithe was the minimum gift, not 
the maximum; and the part that remained was not at 
all one’s own by absolute right, to be used independently 
of God’s claims. It was only a talent held in trust. 
The recipient is only a cashier of deposited funds, and 
must render strict account not only for the preservation 
of the principal, but for its proper investment and 
legitimate interest. If not thus employed it is to be 
taken away. The Jewish nation lost their high position 
in the fulfilment of God’s plans for benefiting the human 
race, because they showed themselves unworthy of it,— 
as the vineyard, in Christ’s parable, whose fruits were 
not restored to the husbandman, was given to others. 
And, to-day, the financial failures, the changing hands 
of large possessions, is only the exclusion of unfaithful 
stewards. During the wanderings of Israel in the wil- 
derness, God placed an effectual check upon the inordi- 
nate wealth of one at thejexpense of another, in his 
eommand to release debtors and restore preperty at the 
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jubilee; thus teaching, at that early day, the duties of 
human brotherhood. And, in the clearer light of 


Christian duty to-day. 

These duties, which no one can shake off, whatever be 
his profession or want of it, will be galling or otherwise 
according to the spirit in which he takes them. The 
servant of God who rebels against God’s requirements 
is heaping up punishment for himself; but if he accepts 
the situation and makes the best of it, he will be favored 
and promoted till, in due time, he shall be made meet 
for the inheritance of the saints in light. He who lives 
for anything less than the glory of God loses the purest 
enjoyments of life, and forfeits the richer joys of the life 
to come, He virtually sells his birthright for a mess 
of pottage. Christ proposes to every responsible being 
this important question : 

“T gave my life for thee: 
What hast thou given for me?” 





LETTER-WRITING. 
BY HOPE LEDYARD. 


I suppose there is not one of us but has again and 
again resisted the impulse to write to some friend; 
others of us have even gone farther than this,—written 
the letter, and then, from shyness or pride, never sent it. 
Now, what may be perfectly right in one case is sin in 
another, and if it is sin it separates us from God; so let 
us look at this matter a little more closely. 

There are times when it is best to resist the impulse 
to write a letter; household duties must not be neglected 
for less important calls, and so, in many cases, we would 
be wrong to lay aside our duster or needle, and take up 
the pen; but not in all. Have you a thought from God 
to give your friend? Remember, the tide of love in 
your heart must flow out, or it will not flow in; soif God 
whispers some message, fail not to deliver it, even at the 
risk of apparent neglect of a lesser duty. Perhaps an 
illustration will help you. An earnest Christian woman 
lay awake for several hours one night, and again and 
again the words rang in her ears, “ Goodness and mercy 
shall follow me all the days of my life; ” suddenly she 
realized, as never before, that it is not alone in the future 
that we are to look for God’s goodness and mercy, but in 
the past. As she thought, a friend’s life flashed before 
her,—a dark and sorrowful life, most would say,—but 
how clearly, on looking back, could one see the goodness 
and mercy that had followed! Now, she had not hada 
thought of this friend for some days, and did not “ owe 
her aletter;” but she felt that God had given her a mes- 
sage for another of his children, and asked him not to 
let her forget it. She is a very busy woman, and might 
well have put off writing; but before she ate her break- 
fast, after “putting up” lunches, buttering bread, and 
cutting up meat for the little ones, she managed to 
write a few words, and send on the thought that had been 
given. “ Don’t feel discouraged if you do not see the 
goodness and mercy ahead of you, dear,” she wrote; 
“but just look back—how wonderfully God has sus- 
tained you! How much more you know of him because 
of your trials!” Then was no time for any news-tell- 
ing—only one page was covered. 

That note reached the one to whom it was sent just 
when a new wave of trouble had swept over her soul, 
and, like a swimmer in the sea, she seemed dragged 
under by the current. Jt was as if a strong hand had 
reached down; she seized it, and was drawn out of the 
strong sea up on the Rock. Ah! suppose her friend had 
resisted that God-given impulse. 

Your message may not always be a direct word from 
God, but remember, “love isof God.” Take time, then, 
to write a cheery, newsy letter to that friend who is sup- 
porting herself among strangers; take care that your 
absent sister has a loving word from you, and a peep at 
your home, even though you have to rise a half-hour 
earlier to give her the love which God has given you. 

But a word to those who do not get the written word 
of love they long for. Has not God even better things 
for you, my friend, if you will but listen? Turn to him 
when the postman, so eagerly watched for, has gone by 
with a shake of the head, turn to him, and ask him to 
speak to you. If we did but believe that he is “more 
ready to hear than we to pray,” and is, indeed, “ wont 
to give more than either we desire or deserve,” how 
many times we would turn to him when our friends dis- 
appoint us, and receive such a blessing that we could not 
contain it, but should have to let it flow out to others! 

And one thought more as to letters,—let us not forget 
that we are “ living epistles, read of all men.” What 
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are they reading? Records of Géd’s power and grace? | church had talked the matter over, the brethren rather 
|Of his ability to carry us triumphantly over places | opposing the plan, and thesisters favoring it, until at last 
Christ’s teachings, the primitive church which had all where, without him, any one must stumble? Or do they | it had all been settled in the cheeriest manner possible, 
things common, affords the spirit, if not the letter, of | read a record of starvation, of failing strength, and love | and it was announced, that, on the evening before 
and faith, and, so reading, misinterpret our heavenly | Christmas, the chapel would be lighted and trimmed 
| Father? Let us question ourselves, and begin a new | there would be a tree, and a small present for every one 


record,—spotted here and there with sins, it may be, but 
shining with his grace. 





FOR CHILDREN AT HOME. 





THE ROYAL STAR. 
BY MRS. F. L. BALLARD. 


Long time the earth was deaf and heaven was dumb, 
Nor voice nor speech was heard, but now was come 
The fullness of the time, when the eternal Word 
Should manifest to men the love of God. 


The whole creation thrilled with strong desire; 
The hearts of earnest men burned as with holy fire; 
A solemn expectation brooded in the air, 

A hush of hope, an eager waiting everywhere. 


When suddenly in Eastern lands afar 

A sign from heaven, a new and wondrous star 
Shined forth, and shining thus proclaimed the birth 
Of a new light and joy to all the earth. 


Grave magi wise in all Chaldean lore 
Wondered, believed, and hasted to adore. 
With reverent faith went forth to seek afar 
The One thus heralded by royal star. 


Divinely guided on their toilsome way 
Led by the star at night, by faith each day, 
They reach the palace of the careless king, 
And seek his face with eager questioning. 


Where is the king new come from heaven to earth? 
A shining star proclaimed to us his birth, 

We come, obedient, from far distant lands, 

And bring him gifts and treasures in our hands. 


The only answers that their questions meet 
Are mocking words of crafty cold deceit. 
They turn away with footsteps sad and slow, 
When, shining out with added brightness, lo! 


They see the star, that lighted all their way, 
Pass on and rest above the place where lay 

A little child, asleep upon its mother’s breast; 
Most tender ending to a weary quest. 


Earth’s wisdom worshiped heaven’s innocence, 
And offered gifts, myrrh, gold, and frankincense; 
And sweeter treasure still in heaven’s sight 

Paid humble reverence, joined with pure delight. 


The magi warned of God went on their homeward way ; 
Gone is the star that shone with dazzling ray 

And hung in rapture over Bethlehem’s plain. 

The infant king is gone, but there remain 


For us the light and joy and peace, 

Of his dominion that shall still increase. 

The “Bright and Morning Star”’ shines far and wide. 
Jesus! we hail thee king this happy Christmas tide! 





ONE OF THE LEAST. 


A CuRistTMas SToRY. 
BY WILLIS BOYD ALLEN. 


Christmas Eve—and how the wind did blow, to be 
sure! Bob Armstrong said to himself, as he bent his 
head and plunged along through the deep drifts, that 
he never knew it to blowso hard. Not that Bob could 
remember very long,—only fourteen years; but it seemed 
to him as if he had been living in this beautiful world 
of flowers and snow-storms a great while; and, as I said, 
he was sure he never knew the North-east wind to 
whirl him about so furiously, nor the sleet to sting so 
sharply, as on this particular evening. And Bob knew 
something about frost and snow; for like every other 
healthy boy, the skate and the “sled” wére his chief 
winter enjoyments. 

He tried to whistle, but the wind fairly blew the tune 
back between the red lips, puckered up into a round O, 
and he could only pull his cap down farther over his 
ears, and plunge on, into the storm. 

Now Bob was on his way to a Sunday-school Christ- 
mas festival, and it would have taken a pretty fierce 
storm to have kept him at home, or to have driven the 
shine out of his eyes, or the cheerfulness from his boy- 
ish heart. They didn’t often have festivals at this little 
Methodist chapel, where his father and mother sat in a 
straight-backed pew each Sunday morning, and he took 
his place afterward in the row of sturdy little fellows 
who were his classmates. The older members of the 








who came. The tickets of admission were accordingly 
given out a week beforehand; and how many times Bob 
Armstrong had taken out that piece of pink pasteboard 
and read the print upon it, during those seven days, | 
wouldn't attempt to say. 

The chapel with its tiny belfry was in sight, and Bob’s 
eyes grew still brighter, under their wet lashes, as he 
saw the twinkle of lights through the arched windows. 
In a moment more he was standing on the doorstep and 
kicking the snow from his boots, when he caughtsightof a 
small figure beneath one of the windows. As he looked, 
it moved slightly, and he saw that it was a girl, with a 
jaded shawl thrown over her head, and long, gaunt 
wrists clinging to the window-sill. She wasstanding on 
tiptoes, and looking with wide-open eyes at the gay 
scene within. 

Bob, like the true little knight he was, felt a surge of 
pity come over him at the sight of the poor creature left 
outside, while he was going in to all that warmth and 
comfort,—he a boy, and shea girl! He jumped down 
into the snow again, and approached her, but either th® 
storm roared so loud, or she was so intent on the view 
through the window, that she did not see him until he 
was close at her side. He put out a red mitten and 
touched her shoulder. 

The girl, whom he guessed to be of about his own age, 
shrank back like a frightened cat under his touch, and 
looked up at him without moving further, watching to 
see what he would do. 

“ Holloa!” said Bob, “ what you ’fraid of? P’rhaps 
you took me for a policeman!” and he straightened up 
as he spoke. 

The girl shivered, clutched the handle of a basket, 
which Bob now saw for the first time, and drew the 
shawl tightly over her chest. 

“I’m goin’,” she said hoarsely. “I ain’t doin’ nothin’. 
What d’yer want o’me?” 

“ Why—I—you see—” stammered Bob, really con- 
fused by the odd sound of her voice, it was so unlike 
that of the nice girls he knew on his street—the ones he 
caught sight of, at that very moment, through the win: 
dow. 

“Well, I’m goin’,” she muttered again, turning’ away. 

“Hold on—I say!” cried Bob, putting out the red 
mitten impulsively. The girl stopped. Bob ylanced 
toward the window. He could see the festoous of ever- 
green as they hung gracefully across the pane inside, 
and, beyond them, the topmost twigs of the tree. At the 
same instant a chorus of child voices arose, accompanied 
by the sweet notes of the little organ, such as Bob had 
a!ways thought the angels must have in heaven nowa- 
days, instead of harps. It was a Christmas carol they 
were singing, the first of the exercises on the programme. 
Then would come the bags of candy. 

The girl turued slowly away once more, in such a 
humble, enduring sort of way that Bob’s heart smote 
him, and, even if he had wavered a little bit a moment 
before, he was a knight again. 

“You must have a ticket, to get in,” he said with 
hasty heroism. “ Here’s mine: you go ahead. I guess 
I'll go home.” 

The girl took the ticket with a dazed look, not believ- 
ing her good fortune. She did not understand, and Bob 
still had time to withdraw his offer and go in himself. 
But she was a girl, you know, and hea great strong boy. 
And then, what was Christmas for ? . 

Half pushing, half leading, he brought the girl to the 
steps, whisked the snow from her shawl with his cap, 
opened the door, had her inside before she fairly knew 
what he was about, and—shut himself out into the 
storm. 

No, the superintendent did not rush after him, and 
draw him in among the merry-makers. Nothing extraor- 
dinary happened at all, and Bob lost his festival. But 


| do you think he mourned over it, or suffered from the 


cold, on the way home? As soon think of the shep- 
herds suffering, on their way back to their sheep from 
Bethlehem ! 3 

At any rate, Bob told me privately that when he got 
back, and heard his mother say how glad she was, after 
all, to have him with her that stormy night; and he sat 
on the floor, playing with his bit of a brother who wasn’t 
big enough to be out; and he saw his father’s eyes glis- 
ten, and felt his kiss upon his forehead as he told them 
this story,—why, it was, perhaps, the best Christmas Eve 
he ever had! 
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LESSON CALENDAR. 

| Firet Ovarter, 1884. | 
The Conference at Jerusalem...Acts 15: 1-11 
James |; 16-27 
James 3: 1-18 


1. Janunry 6.- 
2 January 12.—Hearing and Dotng......0..cccccceccceereeseneeseees 
& January 2.—The Power of the Tongue 








4& Jannary 27.—Living a8 in God's BIgDL . .........cccserceecerrerereee James 4: 7-17 
6. February 3.—Paul's Second Misslonary Journey..Acte 15: 36-41; 16: 1-10 
6. February 10.—The Conversion of Ly dla. ..........:ccccmecceeeeee Acts 16: 11-24 
7. February 17.—The Conversion of the Jaller............0....000+ Acts 16 : 25-40 
8. February %4.—Thessalonians and Bereans ..............0...00 Acta 17: 1-14 
® March 2.—Paul at Athens........ Acts 17 : 22-4 
10, March 9.— Paul at Corinth.. a seep occoibonbacoeemeavenenpesishoegneese Acts 18: 1-17 
i. Maroh 16.—The Coming of the L ord. ..1 Thess, 4: 14-18; 5: 1-8 
12 March 2,—Ciristian Digence............cccceccsceceseemeceseeeseres 2 Thess. 3: 1-18 


13. March 30,—leview, 





LESSON I., SUNDAY, JANUARY 6, 1884. 
TitLte: THE CONFERENCE AT JERUSALEM. 
LESSON TEXT. 

(Acts 15 : 1-11.) 


COMMON VERSION. } REVISED VERSION, 


1, Andcertain men whichcame! 1 Andcertain men came down 
Gown from Ju-de’a taught the from Judea and taught the 
brethren, and said, Except ye be brethren, saying, Except ye 
circumcised after the manner of | be circumcised after the cus- 
Mo’ses, ye cannot be saved. tom of Moses, ye cannot be 

2. When therefore Paul and 2saved, And when Paul and 
Bar’na-bas had no small dissen- Barnabas had no gmall dis- 
sion and disputation with them,! sension and questioning with 
they determined that Paul and| them, the brethren appointed 
Bar’na-bas, and certain other of | that Paul and Barnabas, and 
them, should go upto Je-ru’sa-lem certain other of them, should 
unto the apostics and elders about go up to Jerusalem unto the | 
this question. apostles and elders about this | 

8. And being brought on their, 3 question, They therefore, j 
way by the church, they parsed being brought on their way | 
through Phe-ni'ce and Sa-ma'ri-a, by the church, passed through 
declaring the conversion of the | both Phoenicia and Samaria, 
Gentiles: and they caused great | declaring the conversion of | 
joy unto all the brethren, the Gentiles: and they caused | 

4, And when they were come to | great joy unto all the breth- 
Je-ru'sa-lem, they were received | 4 ren. And when they were 
ofthe church, and of the apostles come to Jerusalem, they were 
and elders, and they declared all | received of the church and 
things that God had done with| the apostles and the elders, 
them. and they rehearsed all things 

5, But there rose up certainof| that God had done with them. 
the sect of the Phar'i-sees which | 5 But there rose up certain of 
believed, saying, That it was the seet of the Pharisees who 
needful to circumcise them, and believed, saying, It is needful 
to circumcise them, and to 
charge them to keep the law 
of Moses. 








of Mo'ses. 
6. And the apostles and elders | 





6 And the apostles and the 
elders were gathered together 
7 to considerof thisimatter. And 
when there had been much 
questioning, Peter rose up, and 
said unto them, 
Brethren, ye know how that 
Ja good while ago God made 
choice among you, that by 
my mouth the Gentiles should 
hear the word of the gospel, 
8 and believe. And God, which 
knoweth the heart, bare them 
witness, giving them the Holy 
9 And put no difference be- Ghost, even as he did unto 
tween us and them, purifying | 9 us; and he made no distinc- 
their hearts by fuith. | tion between us and them, 
10. Now therefore why tempt | cleansing their hearts by 
ye God, to put a yoke upon the | 10 faith. Now therefore why 
neck of the disciples, which tempt ye God, that ye should | 
neither our fathers nor we were puta yoke upon the neck of the 
able to bear? | disciples, which neither our fa- 
11, But we believe that through | __ thers nor we were able to bear? 
the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ | 11 But we believe that we shall 
we shall be saved, even as they. be saved through the grace of 
the Lord Jesus, in like manner 
as they. 


1Gr, from early days. 


came together for to consider of 
this matter. 

7. And when there had been 
muvh disputing, Pe'ter rose up, | 
and said unto them, Men and 
brethren, ye know bow that a 
good while ago God made choice 
among us, that the Gen’tiles by 
my mouth should hear the word 
of the gospel, and believe. 

8 And God, which knoweth the 
hearts, bare them witness, giving | 
them the Iloly Ghost, even as he | 
did wnto us; | 











LESSON PLAN. 
Toric OF THE QUARTER: Living according to the Gospel. 
Lesson Topic: The Liberty of the Gospel. 


1. The Liberty Disputed, vs. 1-3. 
Lesson OUTLINE: { 2, The Liberty Denied, vs. 4, 5. 
3. The Liberty Proved, vs. 6-11. 


GoLpEN TEXT: We believe that through the grace of the 
Lerd Jesus Christ we shall be saved, even as they.—Acta 15: 11. 


Dary Home Reaprnas: 


M.—Acts 15: 1-11. The strife for liberty. 

T, —Gal. 5: 1-26. The call to liberty. 

W.—Col, 2: 1-28. The warning to keep liberty. 

1. —Rom. 6: 1-23. The service of liberty. 

F, —Matt. 11: 1-30. The yoke of liberty. 

$. —John 8: 8147. Liberty through the truth. 

$8. —1 Cor. 8: 1-18. Liberty to be no stumbling-block. 





LESSON ANALYSIS. 


I, THE LIBERTY DISPUTED. 
\, Evil Teaching : 


Except ye be circumcised . . . ye cannot be savea. 


es bene ht, as my heart is?... See my zeal (2 Kings 10 : 15, 16), 
evi the mo Se soto on ef tain are t att, 7: 4). 
eee wesh not their hands (Matt, 15: 2), 





Ye cleanse the outside of the and platter o tt. 28 : 2h). 
Exceedingly zealous for the Y treditions of my fathers (Gal. 1 : 14). 
bi =a | hin ihe righteousness that is found in the law, found blameless 
( 
NW. Evil orl 
Paul and Barnabas had no small dissension . . 
Oce —— of stumbling . 
18:17). 
There arose a division among the Jews oan 10: 19). 
Mark them which cause divisions and offences (Rom. 16 : 17). 
I hear that divisions exist oy: (1 Cor. 11: > 
He that troubleth you shall bear his judgment (Gal. 5 : 10) 
ii, A Good Errand: 
eee Barnabas ... should go.. 


a and pursue it (Psa. 34 : 14). 
ped sons of God (Matt. 5: 9). 


are the os ge ape ge .. call 
Having committed unto us the word of reconciliation (2 Cor. 5: 19). 
Follow after peace with all men (Heb. 12: 14). 
Sown in peace for them that make peace (Jas. 3 
He that would love life . . . let him seek peace rn Pet. 3: 10, 11). 


IV. A Good Work : 
And they caused great joy unto all the brethren. 


When ye see this, your heart shall rejoice (Isa, 66: ie 
Joy ... over one sinner that repenteth (Luke 15 : 10 
They ae him, and returned to Jerusalem with great joy (Luke 


. with them- 
woe to that man through whom (Matt. | 


. about this matter. 


Rejoiced greatly with all his house, having believed in God (Acts 16: 


The God of hope fill you with all joy (Rom. 15 : 13). 


1. Certain men came down from Judza—probably they were not 
appreciated at home. 


2. Certain men came down from Judea—and they brought all their 
intolerance with them. 

8. Certain men came down from Judza—and the church at Antioch 
had to suffer. 

4. Certain men came down frem Jude#a—one bigot inside a church 
can cause more disseasion than two sceptics outside. 

5. be! hen certain men come dewn from Judea—they may sometimes 
be profitably invited to go back again. 

6. When certain men come down from Judea -it isthe wisest course 


to seek advice from the great Head of the Church. 
Il. THE LIBERTY DENIED. 


1. The Announcement of the Messengers : 
They rehearsed all things that God had done with them. 


When they were come . mye Re rena arsed all thi (Acts 14: 27). 

He rehearsed . the things which Sod had ae t (Acts at: 19). 

i ak of... those which Christ wrought throu a 15: 18). 
e that w rought for Peter .. . wrought for me also (Gal. 2 : 8). 

Went away into the city, and told everything (Matt. 8: 

They went forth and spread abroad his fame (Matt. 9: 31). 

i. The Reply of the Pharisees : 

Circumcise them . . . charge them to keep the law of Moses. 
The law was given by Moses; ——, ... by Jesus — (John 1: 17). 
Thou art his disciple; but we. Moses (John 9: 28). 

To have you circumcised, that they way ary (0 (Gal. 6 : 13). 

e onre “heard him speak . . against against God (Acts 

: 11). 

The customs which Moses delivered unto us (Acts 7 : + 

The name of a Jew, and restest upon the law (Rom. 2: 
1. The Church's peacemakers have some difficult errands to *, 
2. The Church's peacemakers may well begin by rehearsing God's 

deali with the Church. 

8. The Church’s peacemakers often receive an unsatisfactory 
auswer to their approaches. 

4. Nevertheless, blegsed are the peacemakers who help build 
mere t ly together to Church of Christ below—“ for they shall 


III. THE LIBERTY PROVED. 


1. God’s Messenger to the Gentiles: 

God made choice . . . by my mouth the Gentiles should hear. 
Jut , and get thee 4 wn, and go with them (Acts 10 : 20). 

be irit bade me go with them (Acts 11 : ce 

bs ry . Was this grace given, to preach unto the Gentiles (Eph. 
at her of the Gentiles in faith and truth (1 Tim. 2: 7). 
To the Gentiles, that they should repent (Acts 26 : 20). 
As I am an apostle of Gentiles (Rom. 1) ; 13). 


ll. God’s Witness to the Gentiles: 

God .. . bare them witness, giving them the Holy Ghost. 
Much more shall your Father ers e the Holy § ~+ Gane 11: 18). 
Ye shall be baptized with the Ghost (Ac 
And they were all tilled with the Holy Spirit cnote 2: 

And they were al! filled with the Holy Host (Acts 4: ). 
Strengthened with power through his Spirit (Eph. 3: 16). 


ll. God’s Grace to the Gentiles: 
Cleansing their hearts by faith. 


79 Lord thy God will circumeise thy heart (Deut. 30 : 6). 
will also pong you from all uncleaunesses (Ezek. 36: 29). 
I am with thee to save thee (Jer. 15 : 20), 
What God hath cleansed, make not net common (Acts 10: 15). 
By grace have ye been saved through faith (Eph. 2: 8). 
Every good and perfect boon is from above (James 1 : 17). 


IV. God's Salvation for Jew and Gentile: 
We shall be saved . . . in like manner as they. 
The Lord hath made known his salvation (Psa. 98 : 2) 
All flesh shall see the salvation of God (Luke 8 : 6). 
Ofa truth . God is no respecter of pamsone (Acts 10 : &). 
Being therefore justified by faith, let u8 have peace (Rom. 5: 1). 
Whosoever believeth on him shall not be put to shame (Rom. of 3" 
That the Gentiles are fellow-heirs, and fellow-members es Y 
There cannot be ... circumcision and uncircumcision ... but heist 


is all (Col. 3: 11). 
= grace of God . . . bringing salvation to all men (Titus 2: 1)). 


n apostle to the Gentiles was specially chosen of God. 
2 reaching for the Gentiles was provided by the Lord. 

8. The bestowal of His Spirit was to Gentile as well as to Jew. 

4. The gift of regeneration was to Gentile and Jew alike.  * 

6. To every one of us, Jew and Gentile, high or low, is the same 

offer of salvation; for all the same Christ 

6. Woe to him who shuts from his church the Christian Gentile, 

use, On a most un-Christ-like errand, “certain men” have 

come down from Juda. 





LESSON BIBLE READING. 


GOD'S FREE GRACE. 


1. Shown by His Care for All: 
~~ eyes of the Lord see through the whole earth (2 Chron. 
2 9). 
He despiseth none (Job 36 : 5). 
He upholdeth all that fall (Psa. we 14). 
All souls are in his care (Ezek. 1 
He made and preserves ali ey i” 15, 17). 


2. Manifested in His Gift for All: 
Christ was sent to the Jews (here tié 1: $8). 
He was sent to the Gentiles (Gal. 3: 15). 
He was sent to Jews and Gentiles mike (Luke 2 : 32). 
He came W the rig righteous ( (Mal. 4: 
He came to the unrighteous us (Lake. : $2). 
He comes to every man (John 1 : 9). 


3. Revealed in His Offer of See to All: 
Whosoever thirsteth may come (Isa. 55:1; Rev. 22: 17). 
Whosoever sorroweth may come ( 61: 2). 

Whosoever is heavy-laden may come mae (Matt. ll: 
Whosoever is captive, or broken-h earted, L meny come A. Ae 61; 1). 


i 
| 


Wiassoves. ed or Gentile, that accepteth Christ may come 
Ghanaeres cae shall be saved (John 6 : 87). 





LESSON SURROUNDINGS. 


From Antioch, where the disciples of Jesus were first 
called Christians, Paul and Barnabas went out on what is 
commonly called Paul’s first missionary journey. On their 
return they announced to the church at Antioch that God 
“had opened the door ef faith unto the Gentiles.” It was 
at this point that the New Testament lessons of last year 
were closed. 

The lessons of the present quarter begin at that point, and 
are intended to take the learner through the time occupied 
by Paul’s second missionary journey; er in the apostolic 
history, as far as the latter part of the eighteenth chapter 
of Acts. The lessons do not follow the historical plan alone, 
however, but weave in lessons from the Epistles so as to 
bring the whole, as far as may be, into chronological order. 
The lessons for the present quarter are thus appropriately 
styled Studies in the Acts and the Epistles. 

INTERVENING Events.—The first lesson of this quarter 
follows the last New Testament lesson of last year, without 


{any break in the narrative, or any recorded event inter- 


vening. 
PLAOEsS.— 
Jerusalem. 
Time.—Certainly between the beginning of A. D. 46 and 
the end of A. D. 50. It is given by different writers as A. D. 
43, A. D. 49, and A. D. 50. It can scarcely be fixed more 
nearly. 

Prrsons.—Certain false ‘teachers from Judea; Paul, 
Barnabas, and the brethren at Antioch; Pharisees; the 
apostles and elders at Jerusalem; Peter and James, and 
Paul and Barnabas, before the council. 


Antioch, Pheenicia, Samaria; then, and chiefly, 





CRITICAL NOTES. 
BY THEODORE D. WOOLSEY, D.D., LL.D. 


Verse 1.—The chapter which begins the lessons of the 
present year is of the greatest importance, as giving an 
account of a erisis in the progress of the gospel on which its 
whole future course, as far as we can see, was todepend. The 
question at issue is simply stated by Luke thus: Except ye be 
cirewmcised (or, rather, allow yourselves to be, or become cir- 
cumcised), ye cannot be saved: There is no salvation for the 
Gentiles, as well as for the Jews, without submitting to that 
rite, and, by parity of reasoning, to the whole Mosaic law. 
Christianity, thus, would not have been intended to super- 
sede Mosaism, but rather to be amalgamated with it; the 
rites, the sacrifices, the festivals, were to be retained by the 
side of faith in Christ. Perhaps a knowledge of the vastness 
of the world would have staggered those who carried out this 
opinion fully ; for how could visits to Jerusalem at the pass- 
over, to say nothing more, have been possible, year by year, 
for dwellers in America, not to say for those whose home 
was in the extreme parts of Europe? This Christ foresaw 
when he said, “The hotir cometh when ye shall neither in 
this mountain nor yet at Jerusalem worship the Father.” 
But yet it was hard, for a believing Jew, not to feel at first 
that the glorious monotheistic religion was enough for him 
and for mankind; and when the gospel for a sinful race was 
better understood, it was hard for those who had been the 
longest with Christ not to make the kingdom of Israel an 
essential part of Christ’s reign over the earth. 

It cannot but excite surprise that this faith in the perma- 
nence of the old law was held with such tenacity. Was not 
the whole course of the Christian Church, after the cruci- 
fixion, fitted to show—what Christ and the apostles taught— 
that faith in him was the sole condition of salvation? And 
did not Peter renounce his prejudices in the case of Cornelius, 
so as to declare openly that, in every nation, he that feareth 
God and worketh righteousness, is accepted of him? And 
when the apostle was called to account for eating with men 
uncircumcised, did not his narrative of the way, in which he 
was led to bring Cornelius into the Christian fellowship by 
baptism, force his opponents to glorify God, and say, “Then 
to the Gentiles also hath God granted repentance unto life?” 
But much more ought the great successes of Paul and Bar- 
nabas, and their conversion of multitudes of Gentiles, in 
Cyprus and Asia Minor, to have settled the question whether 


'| the Gentiles were to be brought by the divine Spirit into the 


kingdom of God without passing through Judaism. And, 
indeed, the question seems to a great extent to have decided 
at Antioch. 

But this missionary journey, with its fruits among the 
Gentiles, made the Judeo-Christians all the more. anxious 
to put down this movement, if possible. Accordingly, cer- 
tain men, who, as we learn from verse 5, belonged to the 
Pharisees of Jerusalem, visited Antioch, and declared that 
circumcision was appointed by God as the entrance into the 
blessings of the covenant, including—probably they would 
say—all the privileges of the Messiah’s kingdom. 

Verse 2.—These men naturally met Paul and Barnabas, 
who had no small dissension and questioning with them on a 








Whosoever come 
Whosoever be 8 ey 


matter so cardinal, The word translated dissension ocours in 
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! 
Luke’s writings seven times, and twice elsewhere in the New | Hellenists or Greek Jews, so also it is quite possible that 


Testament. 
and dissension or violent difference of opinion three times ; 
all in Luke’s writings. 
or disputation, matter of questioning, like our “question.” — 
They determined (that is, the brethren, probably in a meeting | | 
of brethren and elders) that Paul and Barnabas, and certain | 
others of them, etc. 


Who these others were, we are not | 


informed. If this, as is generally supposed, is the visit of | 


Paul, of which he speaks in Galatians 2: 1, then Titus was | 
one of his companions ; but in all probability not one of the | 
delegates, being a Gentile, and, perhaps, a stranger in Antioch. | 
That he was not a delegate seems to be shown by Galatians 
2:1: “Taking along Titus with me.” If Titus was a dele- 
gate he could not say this.— Should go up (compare in verse | 


It is used to denote political uprising four times, | they made Christ known to the Gentiles before Peter’s con- 


version of Cornelius. But I think that it may fairly be said 


The other word denotes questioning | that the importance of Peter’s words consists in his being 


| formally chosen by God to make the gospel known to Cor- 
nelius. The men of Cyprus and Cyrene may have preached 
| without being sent. But God sent Peter to Cornelius, and 
gave him proofs all-sufficient, and accepted as such (Acts 
11: 18), that he was to make known Christ to uncircumcised 
Gentiles. And so, if the Judeo-Christians had not been 


| cased in bigotry, the present council would have been 


unnecessary. 


Verse 8.—Besides God’s sending Peter to preach to Gen- 


| tiles, and to lead them to believe, God, who knoweth the heart, 


, | bare them witness. 


‘ } 
who came down from Judea to Antioch) unto the apostles and 


elders about this question: The latter word occurs five times, 
all in Acts. 

Verse 3.—They therefore being brought on their way by the 
church: The word translated brought on their way denotes 
literally to send forward, to escort for a little distance from 
the starting-place, and may contain the notion of supplying 
with things necessary for a journey (compare Acts 21: 5; 
20: 38).— By the church: That is, by the members of the 
Christian body at Antioch, or by such numbers of them that 
it might seem to be the action of the Church itself.— Passed 
through both Phenicia and Samaria: The latter tract borders 
on the narrow strip of Pheenicia not far from Mount Carmel. 
The delegates, Paul and Barnabas, traveled slowly, stopping 
in places where the gospel had already been planted, declar- 
ing (that is) fully setting forth). The word is found nowhere 
else in the New Testament, except in Acts 13: 41, but occurs 
in Habakkuk i : 5.— And they caused great joy to all the brethren: 
Probably the news of the success of Barnabas and Paul had 
spread through the region; and, as there could not have 
been in those parts any strong Jewisi party among the 
believers, all rejoiced, whether Jews or proselytes. 

Verse 4.—On their arrival at Jerusalem, there was a 
public meeting of the church, not summoned for business, 
but to receive them and hear what the missionaries had to 
tell. It wasa gathering not fer the purpose either of oppos- 
ing their measures, or of sanctioning them. The apostles, 
who still in general had their headquarters at Jerusalem, 
and the elders, were present, as well as the Pharisaic party 
opposed to the measures pursued in Asia Minor.—T hey 
rehearsed all things that God had done with them: They made 
report, er brought back a narrative of what God, acting in 
conjunction with them, had done, Compare 14: 27. 

But the strict Jewish party felt that no time was to be lost, 
and rose up out of their places, and said, It is needful (that 
is, there is a religious obligation) te circumcise them, and to 
charge them to keep the law of Moses: If we understand their 
position, it was this: Paul and Barnabas, as soon as the 
Gentiles gave evidence of believing in Christ, either before 
or after baptism, probably afterward, ought to have insisted 
on circumcision being performed; and so now this must be 
made obligatory through some formal act of the apostles 
acting through the decree of the Church. Paul and Barna- 
bas had done wrong in neglecting this, and the converts 
already made, and those who should be led in the future to 
believe in Christ, must be charged te keep the law of 
Moses. Thus, the proselytes of the gute, of whom a great 
number must have existed, wherever the Jews were dis- 
persed, had no right to look fer salvation, nor could 
believers in Christ have any more hope without obeying 
the law of Moses. 

Verse 6.— The apostles and the eiers were gathered (or, gath- 
ered, assembled) together to consider of this matter (to see about 
this matter or subject): This was the council or convention, 
made up of members of the church and of the elders, who, 
when an apostle was present, could carry nothing through 
without his consent.—And when there had been much question- 
ing (or discussion), Peter rose wp, and said unto them, Brethren 
(literally, men who are brethren; that is, brethren): All 
expected that Peter, the leading apostle, would speak first. 
Probably none followed except James, the leading elder of 
the Church. Peter’s words were, Ye know how that a good 
while ago (literally, from pristine days, which may possibly 
mean in the early days of the gospel, or nothing more than 
a good while ago. If this council, at which Peter spoke, 
was convened about 52 A. D., the conversion of Cornelius 
may be placed fourteen years before it, in 38 B. C.) God made 
, chotes among you (better than among us, the reading followed 
py the Old Version; that is, God chose for himself—the 
| middle voice of this verb alone being used in the New Tes- 
tament—from among you Christians): Among us is among 
us Christians.— That by my mouth the Gentiles should hear the 
word of the gospel and believe: Neither the conversion of 
Samaritans, who were not considered to be Gentiles, nor 
that of the eunuch, who had been to Jerusalem to worship 
(Acts 8: 27), was an exception to this. The question, how- 
ever, may be asked, whether “the men of Cyprus and 
Cyrene” (Acts 11: 20) were. not prior to Peter in order of 
ime, although subsequent in order of narrative, who at 
Antioch “spake unto the Greeks also, preaching the Lord 





Jesus.” As in this passage Greeks is a reading preferred to 


The testimony. of God, as Meyer remarks, 
was both positive and negative: positive, in that he gave them 
the Holy Ghost, as he did to Jewish believers in Christ 
(unto us) ; and neyative, inasmuch as he cleansed their hearts 
by faith, he made no distinction between them and Jews. 
But we may add that God gave them witness as he gave it to 
born Jews. Just the same proofs of belonging to the king- 
dom of heaven he gave to Gentiles as to Jews. If he cleansed 
them by faith in Christ, after they believed, and gave them 
the gift of tongues and of magnifying God in prayer, what 
wanted they more? 
have more? 

Verse 10.—Now therefore why tempt ye God: That is, try 
the patience of God by distrusting his good work among the 
Gentiles (compare verse 9, where another shade of thought 
belongs to the phrase, tempt God).—T hat ye should put a yoke 
upon the disciples, which neither our fathers nor we were able to 
bear. So the Revision. The old translation, Why tempt ye 
God to put a yoke, wholly destroys the sense. The Greek 
infinitive follows another verb sometimes with a gerundial 
force, by putting, or so as to put.—A yoke on the disciples : The 
word yoke is transferred from the instrument put on the neck 
of the beast of burden, so as to denote any obligation which 
weighs upon the will or feelings of a man. So Paul calls 
the Mosaic law a yoke of bondage, as being opposed to the 
free, gladsome service of Christ, who says himself, “ My 
yoke is easy, and my burden is light,” inasmuch as his yoke 
is borne in the spirit of love, and the other in the spirit of 
obligation and of fear. Which neither we nor our fathers were 
able to bear: As the numberless separate performances of the 
Mosaic law were merely required works, the reason for 
which was not seen, and which could be performed only out 
of fear, they were felt to be burdensome, and called forth fear 
when neglected, rather than joy, when observed; in fact, 
the whole law was burdensome, and had in it no liberty like 
the law of the gospel, which was founded on love. Hence 
Peter confessed, as it were, for all Jews, that he and they 
were not able to fulfill it without a sense of burdensome obli- 
gation. Why, then, should this yoke be imposed on the 
Gentiles? And why should the law and the gospel in their 
case be mingled together? 

Verse 11.—But we believe that we shall be saved through the 
grace of the Lord Jesus, even as they: The same grace of Christ 
brings pardon and peace for beth Jew and Gentile. We 
observe the law because we are Jews, but we are saved by 
Christ just as they are. This seems to imply that Peter did 
not believe that there was any ultimate and perpetual need 
of the law of Moses, so far as it was ceremonial, and not 
moral. ven as they: It is strange that these words, which 
show a belief in salvation on equal terms for all, should be 
interpreted as pointing to our fathers. The heathen believ- 
ers were the main subject of thought, and their salvation. 
On what terms it was to be secured, that was the question. 

Although the lesson ends here, we cannot forbear to add 
one or two remarks. 
Paul gave a full account of what God had done by them 
among the Gentiles. This apparently was the close of the 
discussion ; and then James, the presiding elder, followed 
with a plan of compromise. ‘The terms of the plan were not 
to trouble the Gentile Christians by imposing rules of Jew- 
ish ceremony upon them, but to require them to abstain 
from partaking of meats which had been sacrificed to idols, 
from fornication, from that which was strangled, and from 
blood. In respect to these commands, we refer the reader 
to Plumptre’s notes on this chapter, in his commentary on 
the Acts (Ellicott’s New Testament Commentary). 

2. The Jews, meanwhile, were reasonably allowed to fol- 
low their own ceremonial usages. Thus it was possible for 
persons of Jewish and of Gentile descent to live together in 
the churches, but the vast increase of the Gentile element, 
together with the diminution of the Jews by the great war 
with the Romans, the destruction of the temple, and, per- 
haps, to some extent, the amalgamation of the two races, in 
the course of time-brought it about that Christianity was 
almost entirely non-Jewish before many generations had 
passed away. 

3. The rules adopted in the compromise became of no 
account at length, ‘and thus ceased to be binding, as both 


heathenism and Judaism ceased to be strong elements in the 
world, 


What could the Jews, as being Jews, | 


1. After Peter's speech, Barnabas and | 
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by being taken up into Christian morals through the Chris- 
tian world. 

4. The council felt and declared that the Holy Spirit was 
with them; and we can see that what was of permanent and 
essential importance in these rules was aided in its observ- 
ance by the decrees of the council. 





AGREEING TO DIFFER. 


BY CHARLES S. ROBINSON, D.D. 


The proposition, to which the entire lesson to-day might 
well serve as an illustration, may be best stated in the shrewd 
and weighty aphorism of Goethe: “As are one’s inclina- 
tions, 0 are his opinions.” That istosay, any vigorous man’s 
views of difficult points of doctrine and duty are largely 
swayed and eventually fixed by his own personality. Human 
decision depends less upon logic, and more upon life. Most 
men choose their intellectual position, and take their prac- 
tical stand, under the powerful—although often unconscious— 
pressure of temperament, education, and taste; 
“thinketh in his heart, so is he.” 

I. Let us take up the incidents of the story, reeorded in 
this chapter; afterwards we can seek some practical instruc- 


as each 


tions. 


1, The resumption of our studies in the book of the Acts 
brings us to what has been sometimes called “the first gen- 
eral council ” of the Christian Church. There was an assem- 
bly held at Jerusalem; but it was anything beside a general 
council, so far as its members were concerned. It was netlike 
any other council in the history since. It did not embrace 
the whole body of Christendom. It appears more like a 
gathering of the judicious minds and anxious hearts in the 
neighborhood of Palestine, than anything else, either forma) 
or ecclesiastical. 

But we need not mind the calling of this meeting, or the 
exact constitution of it. The decision it rendered is what is 
most valuable. The conditions of church-membership in the 
new Christian organization were fixed: and, accerding to 
our modern standard of division, they do seem exceedingly 
slender and simple. The trouble quickly subsided, and the 
churches had peace; 

2. The question which came before this body of believers, 
originated in Antioch. Thus far a large portion of the con- 
verts to the Christian faith had come from the Israelites. It 
became now an embarrassing consideration with them what 
they should do with the Gentiles. For some insisted that 
every Gentile should become a Jew before he could be recog- 
nized as a Christian; that is, he should be circumeised 
before he should be admitted to entire fellowship. What 
complicated the matter more was the officious zeal of a few 
bigots who came down from Judea and stirred up strife. In 
Jerusalem almost all the conversions had occurred among 
the Hebrews; at Antioch, the church was mixed; and so 
what might have been only a friendly difference of opinion 
was injudiciously fomented into a discord by the uncalled-for 
interference. Self-constituted committee-men and _self- 
appointed delegates are likely always to be an over-weight 
and a hurt, 

3. The discussion was conducted by those men, whose 
names have been very familiar in the ages since that meet- 
ing was held. Peter made the opening address: no doubt 
he told his old story, rehearsing his former experiences with 
Cornelius and other early converts (Acts 10: 45). All this 
matter, he intimated, had been up before, and the conclu- 
sion was reached (11: 17, 18). 

Then, it is likely, Barnabas related the facts which had 
started such issues among them. He gave account of things 
down in Antioch, and over all their tour ; showing evidently 
how Gentiles had been converted, who did not know any- 


thing about Judaism, who never passed through any sort of 


ceremonial education, or even a ritual of observance; and 
announcing that miracles of divine grace had been wrought 
in answer to faith just as ever. 

Then it looked as if Paul took up the line of argument, as 
it had lain in his mind when they started for Jerusalem. It 
is quite evident that the apostle did not consider this as a 
question still open. He went up to Jerusalem for reassur- 
ance and endorsement, not for information. His mind was 
perfectly clear. He asserted his unalterable conviction: he 
took Titus along, utterly refusing to have him circumcised 
(Gal, 2: 1-10), He objected intensely to any divisive inter- 
ferences (Gal. 1: 8,6). His principle was that signs were 
nothing, and the spirit was everything (Gal. 5: 1-6). It 
was not necessary for any man to become a Jew before he 
could bea Christian; it made no difference whothe man was 
by birth: if he accepted Christ as a personal Saviour, then 
the second birth made him a child of God. 

4. The ultimate decision was publicly rendered by James. 
This was the James who was called the Lord’s brother. He 
made a acriptural argument, quoting prophecy, and giving 
his opinion as that of a prudent and judicious man, one of the 
“pillars of the church.” All the rest acquiesced, and so 


| there went forth a proclamation which was destined to be- 
The second clause in the rule adopted, or the last | come the chart of liberty to the Church for all ages and in all 
clause as it stands in verse 29, being an essential part of | the world 


(Col. 3:11). If Simon Peter was the first pope, 


morality, was rendered unnecessary, as aspecial prohibition, ' he certainly had not become ome at that time; for he did the 
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arguing, and not the proclaiming, part in this singular “ first 
cecumenical council.” Still, we shall be compelled to admit 
that the entire conclusion which they al] reached was given 
its voice very well in the concluding sentence of Peter's ad- 
dress, chosen as our golden text to-day. 

11. So now I judge we are ready to seeek our lessons of 
instruction from the story as it lies before us, 

1. Differences of opinion must be expected even in Chris- 
tian churches whose members have the free Bible in their 
hands. For temperament and education will work cunvic- 
tion even in sincere minds. Just so long as human passion 
and prejudice linger, just so long as the time shadows fit, 
and the mists lie low on the hills, and the dull haze bewil- 
ders, and the weathercocks of opinion clatter under the 
gusts—so long honest men and women must tearfully and 
anxiously differ; but meanwhile, they must somehow get on 
together towards heaven, and keep the peace. 

2. Inspiration alone can fix a doctrinal standard. These 
men had such an oversight above them as that they could 
without blasphemy say, “ It seemed good to the Holy Ghost, 
and to us;” but it would not be safe to say that there is any 
modern repetition of the supervision. Is there no positive 
rule of faith? Is there no absolute law of Christian life? 
Yes: most likely, there is in the mind of the infinite God. 
But so limited are the powers of the human intellect that we 
do not all seem able to find it out. 

3. Churches cannot go beyond the Word of God. The 
highest glory of our Protestant faith is found inthe freedom 
it allows for each conscience before God. We must agree to 
differ. The one grand lesson of all this story is that no 
dogma, no ritual, no creed, no tradition, of any ecclesiastical 
kind whatsoever, can be suffered to come hinderingly 
between a soul and its Saviour; we must not crowd our views 
upon other men or churches. 

4. There is room for studying and living the truth by 
ourselves. The old saying declares that “truth lies at the 
bottom of the well.” But if one gazes down continuously and 
wistfully after it, he will at least see the face of a true man 
shining in the water, and he may humbly recognize it as his 
own. 





ILLUSTRATIVE APPLICATIONS. 
BY H. CLAY TRUMBULL. 


Turning from the Old Testament to the New, we find that 
the path of Christians is no more free from difficulties than 
was the path of the Israelites. Peter and Paul had their 
trials, as surely as Samuel and David. This first lesson 
shows something of the difficulties encountered by the 
apostles, and their way of meeting those difficulties. Its 
teachings illustrate: 


HOW TO DEAL WITH CHRISTIAN DIFFERENCES. 


1, Consider the Points in Question (vs. 1, 2, 5, 7). 
2. Seek the Wisest Counsel Available (vs. 2, 4, 6). 
3. Encourage Believers’ Hearts Meanwhile (v. 3). 
4. Recognize God’s Evident Approvings (vs. 7-10). 
5. Rest on the Chief Essential (v. 11). 


1, CONSIDER THE POINTS IN QUESTION. 

Certain men came, . . . saying, Except ye be circumcised after 
the manner of Moses, ye cannot be saved. . . . Paul and Barna- 
bas had no small dissension and questioning with them (vs. 1, 2). 
Differences of opinion among Christians are inevitable. Men 
of the same spirit will notall think alike on every point of 
doctrine, or of practice. And these differences have to be 
considered. It is of no use to say that the Bible is so plain 
that there need be but one opinion concerning any of its 
more important teachings; for there are more opinions than 
one on such matters, and there always have been. The 
question which caused such dissension in Antioch was quickly 
disposed of; but differences still exist as to the day of the 
week to be observed as the Sabbath, as to the nature and 
mode of the rite of admission to the Christian Church, as to 
the forms of church government, as to the orders and 
authority in the Christian ministry, and as to a great many 
other things. If Paul and Barnabas were here to-day, they 
would have to have “no small dissension and questioning” 
over these points, before they could bring everybody to their 
way of thinking; and so long as there are such differences it 
is wisdom to consider them, if only for the purpose of avoid- 
ing fruitless discussion over them, to the neglect of all 
co-operation which may be possible on a common basis of 
conviction, and to a common end. 


2 SEEK THE WISEST COUNSEL AVAILABLE. 

The brethren appointed that Paul and Barnabas, and certain 
other of them, should go up to Jerusalém unto the apostles and 
elders about this question (vy. 2). Although differences of 
opinion are inevitable, it is well to take all reasonable steps 
for the removal of such differences as stand in the way of 
harmony in Christian work. In many an instance a differ- 
ence can be removed by a reference to the Bible text, or by 
a study of judicious comments on that text, or by an examina- 
tion of church history, Again, there are differences which 
can best be referred to church authorities, or to some tribunal 
recognized by both parties as worthy of confidence in such a 





matter.. In any event, it is important to show a spirit of 
conciliation, and a readiness to ascertain the truth, and to 
conform to it when ascertained. He lacks a Christian spirit, 
who would not yield his opinion at once, if he found that his 
opinion was an error; and he who would show a Christian 
spirit must give due deference to his Christian brethren who 
conscientiously count him in error in his opinions. 


% ENCOURAGE BELIEVERS HEARTS MEANWHILE. 


They . . . passed through both Phoenicia and Samaria, declar- 
ing the conversion of the Gentiles: and they caused great joy unto 
all the brethren (v. 3). They might have said so much about 
the dissensions over the new Gentile converts, as to have left 
a blue streak in their path all the way from Antioch to 
Jerusalem. But, on the other hand, they only told of God’s 
good work in winning souls to Jesus, so that all their path- 
way was brightened behind them, “and they caused great 
joy unto all the brethren” along the way of their journeying. 
And these two ways of saying and doing are still open to all 
Christian disciples everywhere. It would be easy so to 
dwell on the differences between denominations as to dis- 
hearten all workers for the common Master. Or again, it is 
possible so to dwell on the causes for gratitude in God’s good- 
ness toward those who are the occasion of these differences, as 
to make the hearts of believers everywhere to swell with joy. 
You will find both ways illustrated in every time of religious 
revival, When faithful evangelists are blessed in the win- 
ning of souls, at a series of union meetings, some persons 
will be asking what church these converts are to join, or will 
be pointing out some unseemly efforts at proselyting these 
converts; while other persons will be declaring the cause 
for gratitude in the turning of so many souls to the Saviour 
of sinners. To which class of commentators do you belong? 
There is not much doubt as to which side you ought to belong 
to, if you would be in the apostolic succession. 


4. RECOGNIZE GOD’S EVIDENT APPROVINGS. 

God, which knoweth the hearts, bare them witness, giving them 
the Holy Ghost, even as he did unto us; and put no difference 
between us and them, purifying their hearts by faith (vs. 8,9). It 
is the sovereign’s stamp which settles the question as to the 
right of a coin to be counted current among loyal subjects of 
that sovereign. When God puts his stamp of approval on a 
man, or on a woman, or on a movement, that fact ought to 
weigh beyond any individual opinion as to the original pro- 
priety of such an approval. It may seem to us that the elder 
and more imposing Eliab is far better suited to the kingship 
than the youthful rustic David; but when God decides in 
favor of the latter, it is time for us to reverse our opinion on 
this point. So, also, as to preachers and methods of preach- 
ing, as to denominational peculiarities and modes of working, 
as to special agents and agencies in Christian endeavor ;— 
not what we thought God would approve, but what we find 
God has approved, ought to weigh most with us in deciding 
the question of our accepting or battling that instrumentality 
or undertaking. Gamaliel’s warning is as timely for our 
day as it was for his, in many a matter of treating Christian 
work and Christian workers. In opposing those who claim 
to stand for God, while they differ with us, we may “be 
found to be fighting against God.” 


5& REST ON THE CHIEF ESSENTIALS. 


But we believe that through the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ 
we shall be saved, even as they (v.11). That was a graceful 
way of putting an important truth, on Peter’s part. He 
didn’t say, But we believe that through the grace of the 
Lord Jesus Christ they will be saved, even as we. His 
expression of confidence was that he and the other Jewish 
Christians would be saved as well as the Gentile Christians. 
For the latter he didn’t have any doubt, and he was glad to 
hope for the same salvation as theirs. That is a good way 
of referring to other denominations, nowadays: “ We hope 
that we shall prove as zealous for Christ as these Methodists, 
as faithful to God’s Word as these Baptists, as zealous for 
sound doctrine as these Presbyterians.” Or again: “Our 
hope of salvation is through the one Saviour of sinners, who 
is recognized as the source of salvation by Protestants and 
Romanists alike, and who came according to the Scriptures 
as the Messiah of the Jews.” Whatever other truth is 
called in question, and whatever may be the points of differ- 
ence between Christians, the great essential truth of Christi- 
anity, which is to be held without wavering, and which can- 
not fairly be questioned by one who would call himself a 
Christian, is the truth that “God so loved the world that he 
gave his only-begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him 
should not perish, but have everlasting life.” 





TEACHING HINTS. 
BY M, ©. HAZARD. 


Before entering upon the present lesson with the class, it 
may be well to state its significance. In the conference at 
Jerusalem took place the. great conflict between Judaism and 
Christianity—between the law and the gospel—between 
bondage and liberty. At that conference was won the Magna 
Charta of the Christian faith. 


L. The Liberty Disputed.—The church at Antioch was 





made up of both Jews and Gentiles (11: 19-23), living.in 
complete harmony. The church was prosperous. Whena 
church is harmonious and prosperous, then the-Devil tries to 
get in and break up its concord. In this case, this was done 
temporarily by the introduction of the question of circum- 
cision. 1. The affirmative. There were those who affirmed 
that, “except ye be circumcised after the custom of Moses, 
ye cannot be saved.” In this there are two things to be 
looked at: (1.) The doctrine itself. What did that mean? 
It meant that one must become a Jew before he could become 
a Christian—that circumcision was essential to salvation. 
It meant that the law, with all of its requirements and its 
penalties, was still in force. At that time this claim was not 
80 preposterous as it seems to us now. Christ himself had 
been circumcised upon the eighth day, “after the custom of 
Moses ;” he had made no declaration annulling the custom ; 
and, on the contrary, it could have been affirmed, that he 
came not to destroy the law, but to fulfill it (Matt. 5: 17). 
As in many other instances, he left this question to be settled 
by the application to it of the great principles of the gospel. 
And in this way it was settled. (2.) The advocates of the 
doctrine. They were “certain men which came down from 
Judea, and taught the brethren.” Paul said of them that 
they were “ false brethren privily brought in, who came in 
privily to spy out our liberty which we have in Christ Jesus, 
that they might bring us into bondage” (Gal. 2:4). They 
assumed an authority which they did not possess. The 
council, when it delivered its opinion, repudiated their 
assumption by saying that they had given to them no such 
commandment (v. 24). But, for the time being, their utter- 
ancesevidently had weight. Hence their transient power for 
disturbance. 2. The negative. Paul and Barnabas were their 
opposers. -These two “had no small dissension and ques- 
tioning with them.” Paul says (Gal. 2: 5) concerning them: 
“To whom we gave place in the way of subjection, no, not 
for an hour.” It will be interesting for teacher and class to 
turn to Paul’s indignant utterances against circumcision as g 
saving ordinance (Gal. 5:2; 6:12, etc.). And yet this 
same Paul afterwards circumcised Timothy (16: 3), 
“because of the Jews that were in those parts.” Per- 
haps the teacher may be confronted with this seem- 
ing inconsistency. But the matter is easily reconcil- 
able. Timothy was circumcised, not because Paul esteemed 
it mecessary to his salvation, but because, being cir 
cumcised, he could preach salvation to the Jews more accept- 
ably. Here he fought the doctrine without compromise, 
because it was declared to be essential to salvation. 3. The 
result. ‘The brethren appointed that Paul and Barnabas, 
and certain other of them, should go up unto Jerusalem unto 
the apostles and elders about this question.” Paul went up 
by revelation as well (Gal. 2:2). Note: (1.) Those sent. 
There were Paul and Barnabas, who had the confidence of 
the church, and who had been the opponents of the doctrine. 
Among the “certain other of them” was Titus (Gal. 2: 3). 
Probably among those who are unmentioned were some who 
believed in the essential character of circumcision. (2.) 
The wisdom of the sending. It took the cause of the dispute 
out of the church, and sent it where it would receive an 
authoritative answer. There is no need of a church being 
torn asunder by any controversy, when it acts in the manner 
and with the spirit of the church at Antioch. (3.) The 
journey. To Paul and Barnabas it was almost a triumphal 
march. They were brought on their way by the church, 
and in each place through which they passed, they caused 
great joy unto all the brethren by declaring the conversion 
of the Gentiles. 

Il. The Liberty Denied.—1. The reception. Paul and Bar- 
nabas were “ received of the church and the apostles and the 
elders.” To them a formal and cordial reception seems to 
have been given. This was secured to them by their emi- 
nence as teachers and successful preachers of the gospel. 
To men of repute, such as James, Cephas, and John, Paul 
privately explained the gospel that he had been proclaiming 
among the Gentiles (Gal. 2: 2); and in this public gathering 
he and Barnabas “rehearsed all things that God had done 
with them.” 2. The attack. “But there rose up certain of 
the sect of the Pharisees who believed, saying, It is needful 
to circumcise them, and to charge them to keep the law of 
Moses.” The Pharisees in Jerusalem, be it noted, put 
the matter more strongly than did the Judsan teachers at 
Antivch; for they not only affirmed that the Gentiles must 
be circumcised, but, also, that they must he charged to keep 
the law of Moses. Im the council, therefore, the question 
was sharply and clearly drawn as to whether faith in Christ 
was alone sufficient for salvation. 

III, The Liberty Proved.—Observe: 1. The composition of 
the council. “The apostles and the elders”—“with the 
whole church” (v.22). There was no mere pontifical decis- 
ion of the matter. Peter, indeed, appears only to have 
argued the case, and to have only a vote like the rest. Nor 
did the apostles alone give judgment. “Then it seemed 
good to the apostles and the elders with the whole church,” 
ete. 2. The arguments before the council. (1.) The argu- 
ments of Peter. His arguments were three in number. Ist. 
God chose that by his mouth the Gentiles should hear the 
word of the gospel, and believe. It was mot Peter that 
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moved in the matter, but God. Peter's scruples had to be 
overcome. 2d. “God, which knoweth the heart, bare them 
witness, giving them the Holy Ghost, even as he did unto 
us.” The reception of the Holy Spirit was conclusive evi- 
dence that the gospel should have been preached unto them ; 
for God knows the heart, and he never would send the Holy 
Spirit to take possession of those that were alien. If circum- 
cision had been essential, he would have waited. 3d. “ He 
made no distinction between us and them, cleansing their 
hearts by faith.’ Their uncircumcision did not stand in the 
way of the cleansing of their hearts. They did not have to 
become Jews before they knew that they were new crea- 
tures in Christ Jesus. The Pharisees had said that it was 
“needful” for the Gentiles to be circumcised, and to be 
charged to keep the law of Moses, before they could be con- 
sidered to be in the kingdom of Christ ; but Peter proves that 
this is false, by showing that some are already evidently in 
the kingdom without being circumcised. ,Such were Peter's 
arguments. His exhortation is short, and to the point. ‘“ Now 
therefore why tempt ye God, that ye should put a yoke upon 
the necks of the disciples, which neither our fathers nor we 
were able to bear?” The difficulty of bearing the yoke of 
Moses is set forth in Romans 7: 7-14. Christ, in contrast, 
says: “ My yoke is easy, and my burden is light.” Peter ends 
by declaring: “But we believe that we shall be saved 
through the grace of the Lord Jesus, in like manner as they.” 
He does not say, that they will be saved, in like manner 
with us, but we as they—without our circumcision! (2.) The 
argument of Paul and Barnabas. They simply declared the 
miracles and wonders that God had wrought among the 
Gentiles by them. Peter had shown how the acceptance of 
' ghe Gentiles was first by God, and not of men; Paul and 
Barnabas set forth the fact that he is continuing to accept 
them. (3.) The argument of James. James makes it mani- 
fest that the acceptance of the Gentiles is no new thought, but 
had been pre-indicated in the word of God. He cites Amos 
9: 11, 12, where God, in speaking of the tent of David, had 
promised that he would return and build it on the broader 
foundation of the Jews and the Gentiles. This appeal to 
prophecy, together with the evidence that God was moving 
in the matter, settled the controversy forever. The threat- 
ened schism in the Church was avoided, and liberty in the 
faith became a perpetual birthright. So was it that “the 
glorious liberty of the children of God” was vindicated. 





HINTS FOR THE PRIMARY TEACHER. 
BY FAITH LATIMER. 


A conference.— Where did Paul preach the gospel of Christ 
when those who believed were first called Christians? In 
that same place, Antioch, Paul and Barnabas stayed a long 
time, preaching and teaching, and “a great number believed 
and turned unto the Lord.” Some were Jews, and many of 
them Gentiles, for all the people in the world who were not 
Jews were called Gentiles. The Jews thought no other race 
or tribe could be saved unless they were willing to become like 
Jews, and keep all the rules given by Moses. When Peter 
and Paul preached, it was not to teach these rules, and so the 
Jews said the Gentiles ought not to be in their church, for 
they did not regard the laws of Moses. The Jews and Gen- 
tiles could not agree, so they sent Paul, Barnabas, and others, 
“to meet the apostles and elders about this questior.” 

At Jerusalem.—Where was the conference ? Three hun- 
dred miles south of Antioch, in Jerusalem, sometimes 
called “the city of David,” for he lived there as king many 
years, and there he was buried. Some of the Antioch Chris- 
tians went part of the journey with Paul and Barnabas, and 
told the glad news, as they went, that many of the Gentiles 
believed in Jesus Christ. At Jerusalem they met the 
apestles and elders and members of the Christian Church 
who lived there. Peter was there, and James,—not the bro- 
ther of John, but another disciple James,—and perhaps some 
others of those who, twenty years before, heard Jesus speak 
in the temple courts, or walked with him in the streets, or 
back and forth from the Mount of Olives and Bethany. 
Paul and Barnabas had much to tell, and Peter and others 
much to hear, of hew the heathen had listened, and believed, 
when told in whose name the Gentiles might trust. In 
Jerusalem, as in Antioch, were some people called Phari- 
sees, They said the Gentiles must become like Jews, and 
keep the whole law. There were questions asked and 
answered in the conference, as elders and apostles»tried to 
make some plan to teach what was right, and keep peace in 
the churches. 

Peter’s speech.— Peter rose up and began: “ Men and breth- 
ren ;” then he reminded them that God had sent him to tell 
the Gentiles of Jesus. Do you remember the sheet let down 
from heaven to show him God’s will about the Gentiles? 
Cornelius, to whose house he was sent, was a Gentile and a 
devout man, whose prayers Ged had heard. God sent an 
angel to tell him so, and sent the Holy Ghost when Peter 
preached in his house. Peter said not a word of washing or 
forms, but told how God would purify their hearts by faith. 
He asked why they would put laws too hard to keep before 


their neck. Perhaps he thought of what he heard Jesus tell 
the Pharisees, that their rules and forms which they would 
put on the people were burdens grievous to be borne; how 
they put on long robes and long faces, and offered gifts and 
prayers to be seen of men. Did all that make their hearts 
any better? Jesus told them that “inwardly they were full 
of wickedness.” 

James’s letter.—James proposed they should write and send 
a letter to the churches, and so settle the dispute. It was a 
letter full of love and truth, telling them how to live good 
and pure lives and to serve Jesus Christ as they had been 
taught. They wrote, “ We send chosen men unto you with 
our beloved Barnabas and Paul; men who have hazarded 
their lives for the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.” 

The letter sent.—In those days letters were carried on long, 
tedious journeys, and it was not safe to go alone through parts 
of the country, for rocky roads, mountains, and rivers were to 
be crossed. Paul and Barnabas, Judas and Silas, perhaps 
others, all went with the letter the three hundred miles 
back to Antioch. There they gathered the people, and it 
was read to them; Judas and Silas spoke, and strengthened 
their hearts in the love of Christ. How glad they were to 
know that no outward forms, sacrifices, fasts, or feasts need 
be kept to receive the love of God, only to believe in his 
Son. Are you glad too? Did the conference at Jerusalem 
and the letter sent concern us any? We are Gentiles, and 
among those for whom the questions were settled in the great 
meeting. They rejoiced, as we ought to do now, for the words 
of Jesus himself, who so plainly told how anybody and every- 
body in the whole wide world may be saved. The class can- 
not repeat too often in answer to the question, how to be 
saved, the words of Jesus, John 3: 16. 





BLACKBOARD HINTS. 








SALVATION THROUGH CHRIST 


TO JEW, | TO GENTILE, 


TO 
EVERY ONE THAT BELIEVETH., 


WHOSOEVER SHALL CALL UPON THE NAME 
OF THE LORD SHALL BE SAVED. 











HINTS FOR LESSON HYMNS. 


“Tis the promise of God.” 

“ Whosoever heareth, shout, shout the sound.” 
“Salvation! oh, the joyful sound.” 

“Saviour, more than life to me,” 

“One offer of salvation.” 





QUESTION HINTS. 
BY MISS ANNA T. PEARCE. 


By whom was an early error concerning Gentile disciples 
corrected? (Title.) What common ground of salvation did 
they declare to all men? (Golden Text.) 

What apostle was the chief actor just after Christ’s ascen- 
sion? What city was his centre of action? What apostle is 
most conspicuous in the latter part of the book of Acts? 
Name forward and backward the places visited on his first 
missionary journey, tracing the route on the map. Those 
visited on his second journey. Those visited on his third 
journey. What epistles were written during his second 
journey? What ones during his third journey? Where 
was Paul when question arose touching the conditions of 
Gentile salvation? By whom was the question suggested ? 
(Acts 15:1.) What motive probably prompted it? (Titus 
1: 10,11.) What further trace have we of such teachers? 
(Gal. 3: 1-3; 2 Pet. 2: 1-3.) Is any outward act whatever 
required as a ground of salvation? Had the Jews at that 
time any scripture whereby they could determine this ques- 
tion, or had they not? What course should the young pur- 
sue when moral questions arise which the Bible does not 
definitely settle? (v. 2.) What power for good may the Chris- 
tian wield amidst all his perplexities? (v.3.) Who were pres- 
ent at the first recital of the apostle’s success and difficulty ? 
(v. 4.) What class in the church are generally first speakers 
on important questions? (v.5.) Whatis the wisest course when 
religious questions threaten division in the church? (v. 6.) 
Name the occasion and consequences of the gift of the Holy 
Ghost to Gentiles (Acts 10 : 44-48; 11: 2,17). Give Peter’s 
announcement of the ground of salvation (v.11). Distin- 
guish clearly and state the ground, the medium, and the proof 
of salvation (Eph. 2: 5,8; James 2:17). How was Peter’s 
argument from God’s gracious displays supported? (v. 12.) 
What argument from Scripture was presented with advice? 
(vs. 13-21.) With what result? (vs. 22-29.) What advantage 
accrued to the Antioch church from this threatening evil ? 


of the way of salvation? What emotion, therefore, should 
the settling of this question stir in our hearts? 





ORIENTALISMS OF THE LESSON. 
BY PROFESSOR ISAAC H. HALL. 


Without some Oriental light, this lesson needs to be looked 
at very closely in order to picture the events as they really 
occurred. The apparently simple language and common. 
sense mode of disposing of the matter in Luke’s narrative, raise 
the practical conclusions of the simple reader far above the 
temporal temptations and vexations. 

The words for “dissension” and “questioning” repre- 
sent technical words of the Jewish schools, and, though 
depolarized in the mind of a Greek scholar, have plenty of 
Oriental polarity. The “dissension” is the same as the 
forming of incipient (or even fully separated) parties; and 
the “ questioning” involves all the incidents of a hot party 
debate over a question thought vital. Though the Syriac 
versions do not use the technical Talmudic, or Jewish scho- 
lastic, words, the different versions keep the same technical ren- 
dering of each. The different Harklensian manuscripts give 
sundry amplifications and variations, showing that the trans- 
lators fully appreciated the fact of a stormy crisis at Antioch. 
But in using the Syriac versions, especially the later ones, 
some caution is necessary. The word for “elders” had come 
very frequently to signify “ priests” only; and the word for 
“ question” (verse 2) would be looked upon as a formal ques- 
tion presented to a constituted or recognized authority for 
settlement—for settlement by quasi divine authority, as well 
as by ascertaining the right and the reason and rendering a 
judgment accordingly. Indeed, the Harklensian, after the 
word “question,” adds the explanation, “that it might be 
adjudicated before them.” 

How vital questions of ceremony are regarded in the East 
has been too frequently illustrated to call for lengthy treat- 
ment now. But an incident related by the late Dr. Justin 
Perkins will show the spirit which controls in such matters. 
On his voyage across the Black Sea, from the Bosporus to 
Trebizond, “In the same company of passengers was illus- 
trated the deep hostility that exists between the two Moham- 
medan sects, the Soonees and the Shiites. The Persians 
belong to the latter. On the passage their barrel of water 
failed; and they applied to the captain for more. The cap- 
tain pointed them to a cask in the hold, near which some of 
the Turks had their night quarters. ‘What,’ they ex- 
claimed, ‘are we to drink water that has stood where the 
infidel Turks have been staying? It will not do!’ The 
captain told them that his water was all there, and endeay- 
ored to pacify them; but all to no purpose. What to do, 
however, they knew not. To perish with thirst was hard, 
and to drink water near which the Turks or Christians had 
slept seemed equally frightful. The moollah was therefore 
called, and a grave consultation took place, during which 
some of their number made further search for water, and 
finding one cask a few feet back of the others and less 
exposed to infidel pollution, their scruples so far subsided 
that it was resolved to fill their vessel from that cask. But 
a new difficulty then arose. There was but one pump for 
drawing off water, and that had been used by the infidels. 
They, however, attached a rope to it, threw it overboard, 
and after thoroughly soaking it in the salt water, this diffi- 
culty also was surmounted.” 

Considering the hatred that arises from the ritual unclean- 
ness of another religious sect, it is not surprising to read that 
it was in the journey through the heathen and heretical 
Phenicia and Samaria that the account of Paul and Bar- 
nabas, relating the “conversion” of the Gentiles, caused 
great joy. Both Antioch and Jerusalem preserved too much 
churchly quarrelsomeness over non-essentials, possessed a 
conscience too much affected by the long practice of solemn 
rites, to draw easily the line between the customary and the 
essential; and neither could feel very great joy until the 
matter was authoritatively settled. 

Verse 6, to us Occidentals, briefly and simply states as a 
sensible doing of mere men what to an Oriental reader 
‘seems—and rightly seems—as a most dignified and formal 
gathering of the highest ecclesiastical authorities. “This 
matter,” in that verse, denotes, in Oriental parlance, in the 
light of the context, a thing about which many words and 
deep thoughts had been had. The “questioning” in verse 7 
is again the technical Eastern scholastic word, and here, 
by force of the context, does not exclude the notion of stormy 
debate, though storm is not essential to the meaning, and 
probably was mostly excluded; for the apostles had been 
“ received ””—a word which in the East denotes always the 
exercise of formal hospitality and marked attention; and 
which in the Harklensian Syriac is here further qualified by 
the adverb “magnificently” or “pompously.” The whole 
narrative, in an Oriental light, has form in it, from beginning 
to end; but probably only the form without which Orientals 
can transact almost no business whatever. The hierarchical 





(vs., 30-34.) If these false teachers had gained their end 


Gentiles touching the whole Jewish ceremonial? (v.5.) How 





the new disciples of Christ, and called such laws a yoke upon 


would it have affected the world touching their conception 





touching this point of Moses’ law, how would it have affected 


| form with which the later Orientals must look upon the trans- 

action from their versions (the words being much more 
| polarized for them than the Greek is for us, or even for 9 
native Greek), is doubtless a wrong impression, 
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HOLIDAY BOOKS.* 


Gray’s Elegy in a Country Churchyard is one of the 
familiar poems of English literature which have waited 
long for worthy illustration by the artist’s pencil. The 
new illustrated edition of this poem, published by Lip- 
pincott of Philadelphia,—one of three illustrated edi. 
tions published this year,—is in some respects unique, 
as an attempt at a systematic exhibit of the pic- 
torial capabilities of Gray’s masterpiece. The illustra- 
tions are from the hands of several well-known artists, 
among whom is Mr. W. Hamilton Gibson, and they gen- 
erally show vigor and delicacy in the delineation of the 
themes and contrasts of the poem. There is, besides, 
fidelity to the atmosphere of the piece; the plowman 
who meets us here is an English plowman, and the 
“listening senate” is the English House of Parliament. 
This fidelity to historic setting is in marked contrast 
With several other publications of the year. The wouod- 
cuts are twenty-two in number,—just enough to show 
the illustrative possibilities of the poem, and not enough 
to exhaust the reader's patience by too great emphasis 
of detail. 

With certain allowances, more success has been won 
in the matter of illustrated poems by Lee and Shepard 
of Boston, than by any other firm. The present year 
sees several additions to their already long list. To the 
Golden Floral Series, which consists of new editions, in 
their original fringed bindings, of the illustrated hymns 
and poems, six have been added, including Tennyson’s 
Come into the Garden, Maud; Mr. Thorpe’s Curfew 
Must Not Ring To-night; Domett’s It was the Calm and 
Silent Night; Palmer’s My Faith Looks Up to Thee; 
Sears’s That Glorious Song of Old; and Richards’s The 
Lord is My Shepherd, jn sonnet and bong. These have 
already been noticed and commended in their ordinary 
issue; in regard to their form in the Golden Floral 
Series, it is enough to say that they are bound in fine 
vellum-paper, with colored fringes—a mode of binding 
which gives them an external appearance of richness 
and. purity, and whieh consorts well with the artistic 
work within the covers. 

In evident imitation of the Golden Floral Series, 
8. E. Cassino & Co., of Boston, publish this year three 
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and illustrated Sihmes' Béyant’s The Fringed 
Gentians, Elaine Goodale’s The Coming of the Birds, 
and The Flowers of the Sea, a compilation of sea-flower 
verses. The illustrations to ‘these are in colors. The 
Flowers of the Sea is really a delicate piece of work, 
reproducing in simple tints and outlines some of the 
exquisite forms of the smaller seaweeds. The illustra- 
tions to The Fringed Gentian and The Coming of the 
Birds are not so worthy of praise; they show a lower 
tone of color, and a comparative lack of fineness and of 
precision in detail. Miss Goodale’s poem is displayed 
in a fac-simile of her handwriting. 

If Longfellow had lived to see the illustrated edition 
of the child’s rhyme, “There Was a Little Girl,” he 
would probably have repented the writing of it. This, 
also, is a fringed and ribbon-tied and paper-bound illus- 
trated book. The real illustrations are in silhouette, 
and are quite devoid of merit. Even the somewhat 
coarse picture of the little girl standing 

— “on her head 
In her little trundle-bed” 
has no suggestion of humor in it. A “ poem” of little 
more than a dozen lines does not afford much scope for 


-an artist’s power; and Miss Schaeffer seems to have 


expended her real strength in illuminated initials, sev- 
eral of which are novel and tasteful. 

A Week Spent in a Glass Pond combines the instruc- 
tive and the artistic. It is at once a story, a Jesson in 
natural history and in aquarium-keeping, and a studyin 
color. The colored illustrations are the work of Mr. 
R. André, whose brush is not unfamiliar to those 
acquainted with the productions of the English chil- 
dren’s artists. The story purports to be told by the 
Great Water Beetle, who has a wide circle of acquaint- 
ances in the water and on land, and who has very 
definite views of what ought to be done in stocking and 
keeping an aquarium. Children who live in the coun- 
try, or by the sea, will know how to appreciate this 
book. 

It is a delicate qnution: to decide how far one man has 
a right to edit the work of another while that other’s 
name still remains on the title-page of the work edited. 
Erasmus had a right to complain when his Colloquies 
were sent flying over Europe in reprints which intro- 
duced changes and additions which he had neither seen 
nor approved of; and Mr. Francis Turner Palgrave 
would seem to have a fair cause of complaint against 
Mr. John Foster Kirk, who has edited an edition of the 
former’s Golden Treasury, with a continuation embrac- 
ing selections from the works of living English poets. 
Of course, every one knows the value of Mr. Palgrave’s 
fine collection of English lyrics, and while Mr. Kirk 
may be satisfied as to his own fitness to continue 
Mr. Palgrave’s work, the general public would doubtless 
prefer to have it continued by the author himself. The 
edition is bound tastefully; it has gilt edges, red lines, 
and some careful wood- etigvavingn. The printing and 
paper are good. 

If the reader has any curiosity to see how a short 
magazine story may, by a judicious use of thick paper, 
large type, and widely spaced lines, be made into a 
good-sized volume, he would do well to compare Littell’s 
Living Age for the first week of December with The 
Little Schoolmaster Mark, just issued by the Macmil- 
lan’s. In Littell’s the story makes about eighteen pages; 
in the book it makes a hundred and nineteen. This 


little story, which first appeared in the new English | 


Illustrated Magazine’is a remarkable production in 
more respects than one. It is a story about a child, yet 
it is not for children; it is simple—almost crystalline— 
in style, yet with all its simplicity it is a spiritual 
romance of rare depth. The author is Mr. John H. 
Shorthouse. Those who have read John Inglesant do 
not need to be told that Mr. Shorthouse is a religious 
thinker of strange originality, and a writer of unusual 
attractiveness ; though they may regret that his religious 
position can best be described as that of an agnostic 
who has a profound reverence for Christianity, and espe- 
| ear for that form of it which finds its outward embodi- 
ment in the forms of the Anglican Church. 

Two Little Waifs is an excellent story for children, by 
Mrs. Molesworth, whose juvenile stories are well known 
on both sides of the Atlantic. It is a tale of a little boy 
and girl who went out to find their father, whe had gone 
“over the sea,” and of their adventures until he found 
them. A recent book by Mrs. Molesworth was accom- 
panied by a set of illustrations which displayed an igno- 
rance of perspective which would have disgraced a 
school-girl. The illustrations to the present volume are 
by Mr. Walter Crane, and show good, though not fine 
work, 


Our Christmas in a Palace is a neat contrivance, by 





ee | 


* 

which Mr. Edward Everett Hale (for the Rev. Dr. Hale 
seorns degrees, scholastic and theological) binds into 
one packet quite a multitude of his short magazine 
stories. Every reader of the magazines knows Mr. Hale’s 
peculiar power as a story-writer; and not a few will be 
glad to have, in so convenient a form, this writer's 
stories’ for a yéar or two back. The palace in which 
Christrias is kept is a palace car; and the literary ruse 
by which tle storfes are bound together is admirable. 

Among the bound volumes of magazines already out, 
and nét previously mentioned, are the half-yearly vol- 
ume of the Century Magazine, the two volumes of St. 
Nicholas, the yearly volume of Harper’s Young People, 
and the annual volume of the English Little Folks’ 
Magazine. These are always among the more accepta- 
ble gift books of the year. The volume of the Century 
Magazine includes the monthly numbers from May to 
October, with their many fine illustrations, their stories, 
poetry, and general articles. St. Nicholas is practically 
the children’s Century Magazine, providing, as it does, 


| children’s stories and poems of a high grade of excel- 


lence, and illustrations which hardly yield the palm to 
those of the magazine for adults. Harper’s Young Peo- 
ple is a perfect treasure-house of stories, poems, and of 
articles which tell children how to do things, in play 
and in eatnest. It is less distinctly artistic than St. 
Nicholas; but it contains a great deal more. The Little 
Folks’ Magazine is the best English representative of 
the American’ St. Nicholas and Wide Awake. It falls 
behind those both in quantity and quality; yet it still 
is a good’ book for the play-room of the children. 





LITERARY NOTES AND NEWS. 


Every year seems to bring the artistic quality of 
L. Prang & Co.’s Christmas art productions a grade 
nearer to perféction. This year’s art print on satin, No. 
1146 A, is really one of the finest Christmas cards ever 
produced in this or any other country. The card is 
fringed with white and lavender silk floss; and in the 
centre is a cushion of light gray satin, which is girt with 
a lavender silk cord, and on which is printed with an 
accuracy and vividness which suggests the best hand- 
painted work, a sprig of wild-flowers. The harmony 
and contrast of the colors is excellent, in the literal 
sense of that word. Besides this supreme production of 
the year, Messrs. Prang show their usual variety of 
choice Christmas and New Year cards, ranging down 
from the expensive fringed and scented card to the 
simpler and cheaper unfringed cards. The cheap and 
the expensive are alike in good taste, and the selection 
of styles is wide enough to meet all reasonable wishes. 


No one expects anything very new in the matter of 
Christmas carols and services, and therefore no one is 
likely to be disappointed at the fact that this year’s pro- 
ductions in this line are very like those of former years. 
The Holy Child (New York: Biglow and Main. Price, 
5 cents) is a scriptural Christmas service, for church and 
Sunday-school, by the Rev. Dr. Robert Lowry. The 
selections from Scripture are apposite, and the music is 
not too difficult. The Nativity (New York: G. Schir- 
mer. Price, 25 cents) may be described as a mild form 
of the Christmas drama, being a musical dialogue for 
solo and unison chorus, with spectacular accompani- 
ments. Its scriptural value may be gathered from the 
fact that Kaspar, Melchior, and Belthazar represent the 
magi, who talk in very bad verse, and display an 
acquaintance with theology which would suggest a 
theological course in some post-Reformation school. 
The same publisher issues Three Christmas Carols and 
One Hymn (price, 15 cents), with music by W. W. Gil- 
christ. The music is respectable, the printing is bad, 
and the punctuation is execrable. Emmanuel and The 
Good Shepherd are services of sacred song, illustrating 
the life of our Lord, by Mary Palmer. These belong to 
the series published by the Church of England Sunday- 
school Institute, London; their conception and execu- 
tion are excellent, but they are designed to occupy more 
time than is usually given to such services in American 
Sunday-schools: Ward and Drummond’s Christmas 
Carols, No. 4 (price, $2.00 a hundred) is a little pam- 
phlet containing six carols suitable for Sunday-school 
singing. Biglow and Main’s Annual, No. 14, (price. 
$3.00 a hundred,) is a similar but somewhat larger col- 
lection, printed on thicker paper. The music of the 
last carol, Praise Him Again, which is by Mr. Theodore 
F. Seward, is of more than usual merit. Readers of 
Tonic Sol-fa music'will find several good carols in that 
notation in the’Ohristmas number of the Tonic Sol-fs 
Advucate, which is also published by Biglow and Main, 
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BUSINESS DEPARTMENT. 


A correct statement of the circulation of The 
Sunday School Times is given each week. The 
regular edition this week for subscribers is 51,000 
copies. Advertisers are free to examine the sub- 
scription list at any time. The advertising rate 
ts 60 cents per line, with discounts of from 5 
per cent. on two insertions, to 50 per cent. on an 
advertisement running a year. During Novem- 
ber and December over two hundred thousand 
(200,000) extra copies will be printed. The 
average circulation will therefore be at least 
75,000 copies per week. These extra copies will 
not be sent out all together, in one or two great 
editions, but will be distributed as evenly through 


Gifts,” has been prepared by Mr. 


years, viz.: 
Child,” “The Gift by Grace, ’ 
$2.00 per hundred copies. | 
cents each. 


JOHN D. WATTLES, Publisher. 725 5 Chestnut St., Philadelphia, Pa. 


Address, 





the weekly isswes of the months named, as the 
demands of the subscription canvassers will 
permit. 


PUBLIC BENEFACTORS ARE NOT 
alone confined to the higher orders of scien- 
tific Indeed, but few have done 
more for the welfare of the working masses 
than James Pyle, through the introduction of 
his labor-saving Pearline. 


HORSFORD’S ACID PHOSPHATE.— 
UNANIMOUS APPROVAL OF MEDICAL STAFF. 
Dr. T. G. Comsrock, Physician at Good 
Samaritan Hospital, St. Louis, Mo., says: 
“For years we have used it in this hospital, in 
dyspepsia and nervous diseases, and as a 
drink during the decline and in the conva- 
lescence of lingering fevers. It has the unani- 
mous approval of our medical staff.” 


MOTTHIER’S MILK CONTAINS NO 
starch, but much sugar, and when an artifi- 
cial food is used for infants it should contain 
no starch. The life or death of a child de- 
pends principally upon the food given it. 
“After using Horlick’s Food for Infants in 
wy own family, and prescribing it over a year, 
I can unhesitatingly pronounce it the best 
food in the market.”— W. M. Barrett, M. D., 
303 Shawmut Ave., Boston. Book on treat- 
ment of children sent free. Horlick’s Food 
Co., Racine, Wis. 


SPECIAL NOTICES. 

In the Hep Porous ‘Plaster the virtues of Fresh 
Hops are combined with strengthening and ati lat 
ing balsams. It is more efficacious — thoroug 
— atment or liquid vonnadions You'll say so 
ualng. 


research. 
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Floyd Grandon's Honor. 


A NEW NOVEL.: 
By MISS AMANDA M. DOUGLAS. 


Price, $1.50. 





Every new novel from the pen of the 
author of “In Trust,” “Lost IN A 
Great City,” is received by the press and 
public with increasing enthusiasm. FLoyD 
Granpon’s Honor is perhaps the most 
powerful story ever written by its author, 
preserving for the reader an intense inter- 
est unti] the climax is reached. 

*,* Sold by all booksellers, er mailed on re- 
ceipt af price by the publishers. 


LEE & SHEPARD, BOSTON. 
ONE THOUSAND ZB ONE RIDDLES 


ne gen 





THE 
AMERICAN SUNDAY- 
SCHOOL UNION J 


furnishes a fall line of Lesson Helps and 
Periodicals for Sunday-schools. 
They consist of: 


1. THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL WORLD. Single copy, by 
mail, 60 cents per yéar; 2 to 4 copies, monthly, per 
year, 55 cents; 5 to 9 copigs, monthly, per year, 50 
cents; 10 to 19 copies, mont&ly, per year, 45 cents; 20 
copies or more, monthly, pery ear, 40 cents. 

For introduction the Sunday-Schoe! World will be 
wormee during the first quarter of 1884 for only 
Ten Cents. 

2. THE AMERICAN SUNDAY-SCHOOL UNION QUAR- 
TERLY. 20cents per year; 5 copies and over, 15 cents 
each, 

. THE AMERICAN SUNDAY-SCHOOL UNION PRI- 
MARY QUARTERLY. 15 cents per year. 4 conts a 
single copy. 4 copies and ever, 10 cents each per year. 


4. SCHOLARS* LESSON PAPER. A large four-page 
montbly. 


6. PRIMARY LESSON PAPER for the younger 
scholars, with illustrations. 

Price of each of these —_— REDUCED to 6 cents a 
copy per year, or one-half cent per copy per month. 


REVIEW PAPERS. 
6. QUARTERLY REVIEW CHART. 


quarter, or $i a year. 
7. SUPERINTENDENT’S REVIEW PAPER. 8 cents a 
year. 





25 cents per 


8. SCHOLARS’ AND TEACHERS’ REVIEW PAPER’ 
Ten copies and over, 3 cents each per year. 
PICTORIAL PAPERS. 


9. THE SUNDAY HOUR. Single copy, monthly, 25 
pa _% & year. Ten or more copies, 9 cents each per 
year, or 25¢ cents per quarter. 


10. ILLUSTRATED TREASURY ~ KNOWLEDGE. 

The same price as ‘‘ The Sunday Hou 

atte Man bs IN LIFE. Thesame price as “ The Sun- 
y H 


12. THE YOUTH’S WORLD monthly). Single cop- 
ame — cents a year. 5Scopies or more, l2cents 


foi cepy of each of these four papers monthly te 

one address, seventy-five cents per annum. 
. THE PICTURE WORLD for Little People. 25 

i 8 year. 5 copies or more, W cents each a year. 

When taken with the other four pictorial papers 
in quantities it is furnished at less rates. 

One copy of each of these five papers monthly to 
one address, $1.00 per annum. 

These five pictorial papers with the Sunday-School 
World may be had for $1.60. 
Send for specimens of these papers, and 
judge as to their suitability and excellence. 


NOW READY. 


THE SCHOLAR'S HAND-BOOK FOR 1884. 
By Rev. EDWIN W. RICE. 


This handy little Commentary on the International 
Sunday-sehoo!l Lessons for i8s4 is now ready: Besides 
two colored mapgand numerous illustrations, it cen- 

blackboard aes! igns of an origina! and improved 
character, and od comprehensive notes, ex plana- 
tions, questions ond teachings. 


dame A ~poetpald, Scingeo opy, card-board covers 
16 Bound in boards, 
50 copies, $6.00 


The American 


Sunday-school Union, 
1122 Chestnut Street, Phila. 
10 Bible House, New York. 


UYERS of the Double, Holiday Number 

of St. Nicwonas can subscribe to the 

sg of the magazine year for $2.50, if they 
pleased with that number. And who 
wouldn't be pleased with a 184-page book, 
containing stories by Miss Alcott, Julian 
Hawthorne, Frank R. Stockton, Mayne Reid, 
J. T. Trowbridge, Charles Dudley Warner, 
H. H. Boyesen, and other 
writers, with 134 pictures drawn by leading 
artists,—all for 50 cents? The cover is worth 
more than that as a Christmas card. Ask 
your dealer to show it to you, or send 50 
cents to Tere Century Co., New York. 


‘The Latest Sunday Morning Sermons 


Rev. 0. H. SPURGEON 


aa e yoo 5 cents; 











Sharadn. ani the ‘peek feist 
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distinguished i 


CHRISTMAS EXERCISES, 


A new Christmas Exercise, of «a simple, scriptural character, entitled “God's 
James H. Flint, author of “The Glories of the 
Christ Child,” etc., and will appear soon in The Sunday School Times. This Exercise 
in pamphlet form is now ready for sale, and will be mailed to any address at the rate 
of $2.00 per hundred copies. 
The five Christmas Exercises that have been so widely used within the past few 
“The Wonderful,” “The Gift of Gifts,’ “The Glories of the Christ 
and “Christ All and in All,” will each be reissued at 
Samples of any of these Exercises will be mailed at five 


GRADED HELPS 


Am, Baptist Publication Sociely, 
BAPTIST SCHOOLS. 


superintendents, containing Lhe articles by 
ing Sunday-school workers: 

tive to school management, Scripture and 
vices; outlines 

blackboard suggestions; Quarterly i Plans ; 


and old, for the superintendent ; 
matter. 


811 











USE THE 


PREPARED BY THE 


FOR 


NEW ISSUES. 


IN THE SERIES: 
THE BAPTIST 


SUPERINTENDENT. 


A new quarterly journal prepared cumamvety Me for 
ead 








otes and Queries vela- 
closing talks on the lessons, with 


Practical Hints and Helps; Notices of Books, new 
and other valuable 
Edited by Dr. C. R. BLacKaLL. 


Price, 2% cents a year. 





THE 
SENIOR QUARTERLY. 








and upwards, 6 cents per co xs making 
for three months; sia.d0 


$24.00 
per 100 for twelve A... 4, 


dal for six mouths ; 





THE 
PRIMARY QUARTERLY. 


A new and beautiful Quarterly for primary-class 


pupils. Pictures on every page. Every desirable fea- 
ture. 
TERMS : Single copy, 5 cents. In pack 
making 


and upwards, 2}¢ cents vi gethey 
for three months; $10.00 per 100 for twelve mon! 


“CHILDREN’S PICTURE LESSON.” 


sax” Send for sample copies of all our lesson helps. 
None better or more complete in the world, 


AMERICAN BAPTIST PUBLICATION SOCIETY, 
PHILADELPHIA, BOSTON, NEW YORK, 
CHICAGO, ST. LOUIS. 











a7 Subscribers fer the 


ATLANTIC MONTHLY 


are requested to renew their subscriptions 
at once, so there may be no delay in receiv- 
ing the January number. 

“THE ATLANTIC, dependent alone on 
reading matter for its success, is brilliant above 
all others in this respect, and never has been se 
fresh, 80 versatile, so genial, as it ie now.”— 
The Literary World, 


THE ATLANTIC MONTHLY 


FOR 1884 

Will be of the same Sterling and waried excellence as 
heretofore, giving the best Serial and Shert Stories, 
Essays, Sketches, Poetry, Criticism, and discussion of 
important Timely Topics. 
OONTRIBUTORS : The best writers in 
America in all departments. 


PRICE : $4 a year, postage free. Remit- 
tances should be made by money-order, draft, 
or registered letter, to 


HOUGHTON, MIFFLIN, & CO., 


4 PARK ST., BOSTON, MASS. 





per ee/ GL QR 


THE WESTMINSTER 
Sabbath-Schoal Hymna 


NOW READY. 


IT IS PUBLISHED WITH MUSIC AT 


35 Cents for Single Copies, or at rate of 
$30.00 per 100. 


THE HYMNS ONLY 


(without music) are in three styles of binding: 
Strong Paper Covers, 10 Cents. 

Boards, 15 Cents. 
Embossed Flexible Leather, 25 Cents. 


The favor with which the Hymnal has been recetved, 
and the warm commendation of it by competent 
judges, warrant the statement that the Board of Pub- 
lication has succeeded in producing a beok for Bab- 
bath-school use which, both in the selection of the 
Hymns and the adaptation of the tunes, isa 
SUCCESS, 

and which will give the Presbyterian Church Its long- 
looked-for Sabbath-school, as well as Social-meeting, 
Hymn Book. 

While aveiding too high astyle, which renders some 
recent books unfit for general use, it is yet all that can 
be asked fer in that line; and while giving a consider- 
able number of the Standard Hymns of the Chureh, it 
also contains both Hymns and Tunes 

ce L IV HL Y ” 

enough. Taken asa whole, our Church can safely be 
urged to examine and adopt this effort for the young, 
as it has the Hymnal for Church use. 

Sample copies sent by mail, on recetpt of 35 
cents, by 


JOHN A. BLACK, Business Sup’t, 


PRESBYTERIAN BOARD OF PUBLICATION, 
1334 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa., 


Or any of the Depositories or Booksellers 
representing the Board. 


PREPARE FOR XMAS! 


NEW MUSIC, 1883. 
The Holy Child, 














ue. new and elegant Quarterly for the adult classes. A Vv Ne. 6. A ° 

cn. Attractive +. ¥¢ complete. Nothing ane 4 Sar ICE, Ne 8. 4 3 Bote Oy 

in the market. OWLAND, D.D., Editor, Rev. Ro  vLowry. TheSelections are S12, 

TERMS: pn copy .7 7 cents. In pack of five | and man ngs have all been written for the Sistmad 
.00 per 100 | time, 16 


Price, 00 per 100; 5 cts. each by mail 


Christmas Annual No. 14 
Jor ap feweng Canale Ww favorite authors. Av 


r any Christmas festival. 
e, 83.00 per 100; 4 4 cts. each by mail. 


Our Christmas Cantatas 


RC MTEC MCT, 
ry CuAG Scart 25 cts. each; 
only, 5 cts. each. 


Christmas Anthems 


From 5 to 10 cents each. 
R®@ A Fuli Catalogue sent on request. 


BIGLOW & MAIN, 

76 East Ninth Street, | 81 Randolph Street, 
NEW YORK. CHICAGO, 
New Christmas Music 
FOR SUNDAY SCHOOLS. 


Star of H Hope, 


A beautiful Responsive Service, by 
ort one M. FROELICH. 


5 per dos. $4 bundred. 
aoe > in -goek s BOC, P each; 60c, oer doz. 


DONT FAIL TO. TO | EXAMINE THIS SERVICE. 


HULL'S “see 1883, 


bee er 3 _— Festt, poswpal. B postpaid. 5 Cc. each; 
__ Specimen 7 wi of both, 10 cents. 


Py ¥ ~ Ag -- 4. Le, on sone d 
Aonress, ASA MULL, 940 Fourty Ave., New York, N. Y. 


THE CHEAPEST AND MOST 


BEAUTIFUL MUSIC BOOK EVER 
PUT ON THE. MARKET. 


CHRISTMAS FOLIO. 


200 PAGES OF THE BEST MUSIC. CHRIST- 
MAS CAROLS, HYMNS, MARCHES, BAL- 
LADS, SONGS, ETC., WITH ELEGANT 
PHOTOS OF HENRY [RVING, PATTI, 
GERSTER, MARY ANDERSON 
AND OTHERS, ILLUSTRATED 
WITH A BEAUTIFUL 


CHRISTMAS CARD COVER. 


SEND 50 CENTS FOR SAMPLE COPY IN 
PAPER, OB $1.00 FOR CLOTH COPY, TO 


aD 

















Rey. DR. TALMAGE, 
fe stesriars apis 
t AND FOUR BALD 
$1.50 “Wants 

aah Paes -e <1 as. 


TUBER Bie 


RICHARD SAALFIELD, 
12 Bible N, Y., or 180 Michigan Ave., Chicago. 
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Charles Scribner's Sons’ 
NEW BOOKS. 


Among the Holy Hills. By Henry M. 
FigELv, D.D, author of “ From the Lakes of 
Killarney to the Goiden Horn,” “From 
Egypt to Japan,” and “On the Desert.” 1 
vol., crown 8vo, with a map. $1. 


Kadesh-Barnea. Its importance and prob- 
ablesite, with astory ofa hunt for it, including 
studies of the Route of the Exodus and the 
Southern boundary of the Holy Land. By 
H. CLAY TRUMBULL, D.D., Editor of The 
Sunday School Times, 1 vol., 8vo, with two 
maps and four full-page illustrations. $5. 


The Life of Luther. By JuLtus Késtiin, 
professor in the University of Halle, with 
more than 60 illustrations from original por- 
traits and documents. 1 vol., 8vo. $2.50. 
This is the only authorized American edition, and 

contains all the original Illustrations and facsimiles. 

Historical Hand-Book of Italian Sculp- 
ture. By CHARLES ©, PERKINS, correspond- 
ing member of the French Institute, author 
of “Tuscan Sculptors,” “Italian Sculptors,” 
etc. 1 vol., 8vo, with an etched frontispiece 
and many engravings. $4. 


A Day in Athens with Socrates. By the 
author of ‘‘ Socrates.” 1 vol., 12mo. Paper, 
50 cents ; cloth, $1. 


The Merry Adventures of Robin Hood, 
of Great Renown in Nottinghamshire, 
Written and illustrated by Howarp PYLE. 
1 vol., 4to, full embossed leather, antique, 
from the author’s designs. $4.50. 


A NEW EDITION OF THE 
Writings of Donald G. Mitchell (IK 
MARVEL). Including three or four vol- 
umes containing new and unpublished ma- 
terial, In 12mo volumes, in original cloth 
bindings, Price, per volume, $1.25. 
Reveries of a Bachelor. 
Seven Stories. 
Dream Life. 


Wet Days at Edgewood. 

The remaining volumes will be published at short 
intervals, 

The Rise of the Huguenots of France. 
By Henry M. BAIRD, professor in the Uni- 
versity of the City of New York. 2 vols., 
8vo, with a map. Price reduced to $3.50. 


The Cottage Kitchen. By Marion Iar- 
LAND. 1 vol.,12mo. $1. 


Mrs. Gilpin’s Frugalities. Remnants, and 
200 ways of using them. By SUSAN ANNA 

, Brown, author of “ The Book of Forty Pud- 
dings. 1 vol., illuminated. $1. 

The American Boy's Handy Book ; Or, 
What to Do and How to Do It. By DANIEL 
C. BEARD. With more than 300 illustra- 
tions by the author, 1 vol., 8vo. 


SUMMARY OF CONTENTS: Kite Time; Novel Modes 
of Fishing; Home-made Tackle; How to stock, make 
and Keepa Fresh- Water Aquarium; Knots, Bends, and 
Hitches; The Water Telescope; Home-m Boats ; 
Novelties in Soap Bubbles; Balloons; How to Camp 
Out; Bird Singers, etc; How to Rear Wild Birds; 
Home-made Hunting A ratus; Blow Guns; Elder 


Guns, etc.; Traps and Trappings; Dogs; Practi 
Taxidermy for boys: Snow-tell Wotesn and Star 


Sleds; Ice-Boa : 


ts; In-door Amusements, etc., etc., etc. 

The Story of Roland. By James BaLp- 
win. With a series of illustrations by R. B. 
BIRCH. 1 vol.,square 12mo. $2. 

The Hoosier School-Boy. By Epwarp 
EGGLESTON, author of “ The Hoosier School- 
master,” etc. With full-page illustrations. 
1vol., 12mo. $1. 

WILLIAM O. STODDARD’S STORIES FOR 

BOYS. . 


Among the Lakes. 1 vol.,12mo. $1. 
Saltillo Boys. 1 vol.,12mo. $1. 


Dab Kinzer. A story of a growing boy. 1 
vol., 12mo. $1. 


e eet. A sequel to “Dab Kinzer.” 
vol., l2mo. $1. 
*,* These books are for sale by ali booksellers, or will 
be sent by mail, upon receipt of price, by 


Charles Scribner’s Sons, 
PUBLISHERS, 
743 and 745 Broadway, New York. 


Christmas Stockings 


Will be incomplete this year, unless the 
Double Holiday Number of St. NicHonas 
finds a place inthem. Nosuch children’s 
book has ever been sold for the money. It 
is a wonder, The Christmas cover, printed 
in eleven colors, is worth the price of the 
whole 184-page book. Price, 50 cents. If 
your dealer is out of copies, send the 
amount to Tur Century Co,, New YorK. 








“The Whittier Club; or, How ven. Girls 
Celebrated the Quaker Peet's Birchaay.> 
This charming dialogue of forty minutes, for seven 
iris, introducing portrait, sketch of his life, anecdotes, 

ree poems, ete,, makes a Galignifel entertainment 
for sociales, schools, ete. Single co Mets. Eight 


ay bk for $1.35, by RAND, AVERY, & 


EXCELLENT FOR GIFTS. 


Houghton, Mifflin & Co.’s 


NEW BOOKS! 


Twenty Poems from Long- 
fellow. 


Finely Lllustrated, with admirable Portrait by the 
Poet’s son, Ernest W. LONGFELLOW. Cloth, $4.00; 
tree calf or morocco, $9.00. 

** One of the most superb contributions which American 
art has added to American literature,’’—The Congrega- 


tionalist. 
To Leeward. 


A New Novel, by F. Marion Ornawrorp, author of 
“ Mr. Jacobs,” eto. $1.25. 


Riverside Shakespeare. 

Edited by RicHarp Grant WuItET. With Glossarial, 
Historical and Explanatory Notes. In three vol- 
umes—I. Comedies; II. Histories and Poems; III. 
Tragedies, Crown 8vo, gilt top. Each, $2.50; the set, 
$7.60; half calf, $16. 

Six-Volume Edition. Printed from the same plates 
as the Three-Volume Edition, but on larger and 
heavier paper, and tastefnlly bound. 8vo, cloth, 
$15 a set, in box; half calf, $30. 


A Roundabout Journey. 
By Cuas, DUDLEY WARNER, author of “ My Winter 
on the Nile,” “ In the Levant,” etc. 12mo, $1.50. 


An Ambitious Woman. 


A Novel, by Ep@ar Fawcett, author of “ A Gentle 
man of Leisure,” etc. 12mo, $1.50. 


The Mate of the Daylight, 


And Friends Ashore. A new book of stories by 
Saran ORnw Jewert, author of “ Deephaven,” 
etc. $1.25. 


History of Prussia 
To the Accession of Frederic the Great. By 
Hensert TuTt.e, Professor in Cornell University, 
author of “German Political Leaders,” etc. Crown 
8vo, $2.25. 


Excursions of an Evolutionist. 
By Joun Fiskr, author of “Cosmic Philosophy,” 
“Myths and Myth-Makers,” etc. 12mo, $2. 


Beyond the Gates. 
A Story ofthe Unseen World. By ELIzaBeTrH Stuart 
PxHetps, author of “The Gates Ajar,” etc. $1.25. 
a@” Twelfth Thousand. 


The Bay of Seven Islands, 
And Other Poems. By JoHN G. WuiTtTizR. With 
portrait. iémo, gilt top, $1.00. 











*,* For sale by all Booksellers. Sent by mail, post- 
paid, on receipt of price by the Publishers, 


HOUGHTON, MIFFLIN & CO., 
BOSTON. 


PRESBYTERIAN 
BOARD OF PUBLICATION, 


1334 CHESTNUT STREET, 
PHILADELPHIA. 
PERIODICALS FOR 1884: 


The Board publishes for Sabbath-school 
work, at the following yearly rates : 


The Westminster Teacher, monthly, 





toschools per copy, - : - cts. 
Westminster Question Book, forthe 
year, to schools per copy, ° - 15 cts. 
Per scholar, 
Westminster Quarterly, for advanc- 
ed scholars, - - - - - 15 cts, 
Westminster Lesson Leaf, for inter- 
mediate scholars, - : . - 6cts. 
Westminster Primary Leaf, for lit- 
tle folks, - : - - . - 6 cts. 
Lesson Leafin German, - . - 6ets. 


Forward, for older scholars, monthly, 25 cts. 

The Visitor, fully illustrated, twice a 
month, 24cts.; oncea month, - - 12 cts, 

The Morning Star, our new cheap 

paper, half the size of the “ Visitor,” 
twice a month, 12 cts.; once a monta, 6 cts. 
a. aaa for very little people, 
weekly, oe - : . - 25 cts. 
Catalogues and samples af periodicala seni free on 
application to 


JOHN A. BLACK, 


Business Superintendent. 


PANORAMA OF JERUSALEM. 
BERT ANDS MINUTE ENGRAVING, 25 
nches lohg, with o 


from nature. Over @ places in and around the city 


described and in out. Ever int ACTUAL- 
LY Rox WA RE, Packed’ in case, postpaid 


to any address, only three dimes, or postal notes. No 
stamps accepted. In beautiful frames with glass, war- 
ry YY PUBLISH- 


ranted safe srivel #00. UNIVERSIT 
OXFO OHIO. 








ounted gainple, 10 cta. Five r instru- 
Tp NgeReBE. cay Ageree GB. BUCK INBON, 


LONGFELLOW CARD, 


Romiryce ty actor a 


ver 500 buildings accurately rep- 
resented, OOPLED EXACTLY FROM | 
ACTUAL PHOTOGRA » and hand colored 


FOR 
WILLIAM BLACK’S 


Judith Shakespeare. 


ILLUSTRATED BY ABBEY. 
SEE 


HARPER'S 
MONTHLY MAGAZINE 


FOR JANUARY 


CONTENTS: 
Portrait of John C. Whittier, 


Frontispiece. Engraved by G. KRUELL; 


The Quaker Poet, 
A Personal Sketch of the Poet Whittier. By HAR- 
RIET PRESCOTT SPOFFORD. [Illustrated by 
HaRBry FENN; 

At Mentone—l., 


By ConsTaNCE FENIMORE WOOLSON. Illustrated; 


The Old Packet and Clipper Service, 


By G. W. SHELDON. Lllustrated. 


The Birth of a Nation, 

By CoLonEL Hieeinson. Illustrated; 

Judith Shakespeare—lI., 

A New Novel by WILLIaM Brack. Illustrated by 
ABBEY ; 


Nature’s Serial Story—ll., 
A New Novel. By E. P. ROE. Illustrated by Gruson 
and DIELMAN; 


Short Stories. 
WHAT WAS SEEN BY JUAN VALDEZ AT SAL- 
TILLO. By THomas A. JANVIER. 
CASSIE’S CHRISTMAS-BOX. By A Worxkine 


GIRL; Me 
City Athletics, 
By H. C. BUNNER. sie 
Editor’s Easy Chair. 


Our English Visitors.—Italian Opera in New York.— 
Henry Irving and Ellen Terry in the Merchant of 
Venice.—The Staten Island Bicentenary.—The The- 
ory of Popular Government. 


Etc., Etc., Etc. 





—»———— 
PER’S PERIODICALS 
HAR ‘ 
HARPER’S MAGAZINE. ..........-0ccseeeee Per Year, #4.00 
HARPER'S WEEK LY......... eo = 4.00 
HARPER'S BAZAR.........-.000-000+ eo * 4.00 
HARPER'S YOUNG PEOPLE.. ane - 1.5) 


Postage free to ali subseribers in the United States 
or Canada. 


HARPER AND BROTHERS, 
Franklin Square, New York. 





PRANC’S 


XMAS CARDS. 
SATIN ART PRINTS. 


PRANC’S 
NEW YEAR CARDS. 
RUSKIN CALENDAR 


Fer 1884. 


For sale by all dealers. 





“The Best Practical Art Magazine” 
Is The Art Amateur, which gives, monthly, from 
30 to 44 folio pages of woentae esigns (with full in- 
structions), illustrations, and information relating to 
decorative and pictorial art. Home DecoRaTION aND 
FURNISHING. t Advice Free.) Instruction in 


China, Oil, and Water-color Painting, Crayons, Wood- 
5 Se etc. Art Needlework Designs from 


Royal ol, South Kensington, a specialty. Subscri 
tion, $4.00 ayear ; 35centsanumber. Specimencopy, 
cents only, this advertisement is mentioned. 


MONTAGUE MARKS, Publisher, 
23 Union Square, New York. 


“Supplies a want felt by very many.” 


TINY FOLKS’ PAPER, (884. 


Illustrates four pases weekly for infant classes, ful- 
lowing International Lesson System. A wr 
every week, with questions, answers, etc. yiz 
cents a year; 3 cents a quarter, postage paid. Less 
than six copies, 15 cents. Dr: HagNry A. BUTTZ says: 
“They cannot fail to be usefil to the large number for 
whom they are intended.” Sen imens to 








THECENTURY 
ror JANUARY. 


CONTENTS : 


“ GENERAL SHERMAN.” 
A biographical sketch written by E. V. 
SMALLEY, with aid from General Grant. A 
frontispiece portrait of General SHERMAN ac- 
companies the paper. 


“ DR. SEVIER,” BY GEORGE W. CABLE, 
This novel of New Orleans life promises to 
be the strongest story Mr. CABLE has yet writ- 
ten. It was begun in November, and will con- 
tinue through the year. 


“LOG OF AN OCEAN STUDIO.” 
An entertaining account of an ocean voyage 
of a party of artists; illustrated by Anderson 
Blum, Chase, Vinton, Beckwith, Lungren, an 
Quartley. 
“HIS WIFE’S DECEASED SISTER.” 
An amusing story by FRANK R. STOCKTON. 
“EDINBORO OLD TOWN.” 

An interesting descriptive paper by ANDREW 
LANG, with nineteen pictures by JOSEPH PEN- 


NELL. 

“ GARFIELD IN LONDON.” 
Extracts from a journal kept by General 
Garfield while in Europe, in 1867, including 
accounts of visits to Parliament, with pen-por- 
traits of English statesmen, etc. 


* THE FORTY IMMORTALS.” 
A paper on the French Academy, with por- 
traits of Dumas fi/s, Renan, Jules Simon, Duc 
d’Broglie, Octave Feuillet, Sardou, Cherbuliez, 


and others. 

‘“* AN AVERAGE MAN.” 
The second installment of ROBERT GRANT’S 
novel of New York. 


“ HUSBANDRY IN COLONY TIMES.” 
By EDWARD EGGLESTON, with much inter- 
esting information regarding silk-culture, and 
the beginnings of the tobacco, and other indus- 
tries. 


“IN WORDSWORTH’S COUNTRY.” 
An out-of-door paper by JOHN BURROUGHS. 
THE OTHER CONTENTS 


Include the last chapters of the anonymous 
story, ‘‘ The Bread-winners ; ” a brief sketch of 
“ Toru Dutt,” with portrait ; in “ Open Letters,” 
“ New York as a Field for Fiction,” a comment 
by W. H. BisHop, with H. C. BUNNER’s reply ; 
““Some New Inventions,” by CHARLES BAR- 
NARD; “ Joseph Jefferson as ‘ Caleb Plummer,’”’ 
etc.,etc. 

Subscription price, $4.00 a year; 35 cents a 
number. All dealers sell it and take subscrip- 
tions, or remittances may be made to 


Tus CENTURY CO., New York. 


FUNK & WAGNALLS’ 


(10 and 12 Dey St., New York) 


NEW PUBLICATIONS. 
(Now ready.) 
Oehler’s Theology 


of the Old Testament. This American Edition, edited 
by Pror. Geo. E. Day, D. D., is made the class-book 
al Yale, Princeton, and other Seminaries. Cloth, 
$2.50. 








Biblical Lights and Side 
Lights, being a Cyclopedia of Ten THovusaNnp Bibli- 
cal Illustrations, with Thirty Thousand Cross Ref- 
ca By Vv. CHARLES E. LITTLE. 8vo, cloth, 





Christmas in a Palace. 
By Epvwano Everett Late Paper, 3 cents; 


Popular Life of Luther. 
By 


noF. REIN. Paper, 2cts.; cloth, $1.00. 








(Just Ready tn Standard Library.) 


With the Poets. 


By Canon Farrar. Best try of the different 
centuries. Paper, 25 cts. ; cloth, $1.00. 


(Ready Dee. 2, % Standard Library.) 


Popular Life of Zwingli, 

The Great Swiss Reformer, in commemoration of 
his 400th birthday—Jan. ist, 1884. Paper, 25 cts.; 
cloth, $1.00. 

(Ready Dec. 2.) 


Wall Street in History. 


—— J. Lams. Finely illustrated, gilt edged, 





BEST AIDS FOR LESSONS, 1884, 





























Abbott on Acts. Illustrated $175 
Dr. Fish’s Travels in Bible Lands. Lllustrated..... 300 
Condit’s History of Bible Revisions. 20 
Mills on Ancient Hebrews 1% 
BEST BOOKS FOR LIBRARIES. 
Mowry’s Autobiography ..$1 00 
Ray Palmer’s “ True Success -10 
Dr, Fin ney’s Autobiography 175 
P. P. Bliss’s Memoir......... anon 20 
BEST MANUALS OF PRAISE. 
Parker's Sunday-school Hymnal. Boards........... 40 30 
Murphy’s Temperance Hymnal. Boards............ ~ 030 
Deem’s Coronation Songs. (Social.) Boards......... 030 
Worship in Song. Helbrook. (Church.) Cloth... 150 
Evangelical Hymnal. & Lasar. (Ch. )'Cloth...... 175 
Dr. Storrs’s New Psalter. Cloth 075 
Prof. Hopkins’s Liturgy. Olotm..............cccceeeeeeeeeees 100 


s*« Descriptive circulars or full catalogue sent on 
ap tion ; 0! py of 2, book sent by mail, post- 
on receipt of price, by the publishers. 





DH. CARROLL, Haltimere, Ma. or 
say T . Wi cox, Yiarrisbare, Pa. 


A. 8. BARNES & CO., 
111 and 113 William Street, New York, 
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NEW 
AND BEAUTIFULLY 
| BOUND BOOKS. 


A CHRISTIAN HOME, By Rev. Jonw Hatt, 
D.D., New York. 12mo, cloth, pp. 250. Price, $1.00. 

SYDNEY THE KNIGHT. By E. T. Disosway. 
16mo, cloth, ilustrated, pp. 190. Price, $1.00. 








! 
STRUGGLING UPWARD. BySaranJ. Jones, | 


author of “ Downward” 12mo, cloth, illustrated, 
pp. 279. Price, $1.25. 


| 
WILL AND WILL NOT. By CatTHsatne M. 


TROWBRIDGE. 12mo, cloth, illustrated. 
cents. 

DR. MARTINDALE’S WARD; or, Every 
Cross hath its Inscription. 12mo, cloth, illus- 
trated. Price, 75 cents. 

WILL AND WILL NOT and DR. MARTIN- 
DALE’S WARD bound in one volume. Cloth. 
Price, $1.25. 

WHAT TO DO. By Mrs. A. K. DuNNING. Cloth, 
illustrated, 12mo, pp, 218. Price, $1.10. 

HOW NOT TO DOIT. By Mrs. A. K. DUNNING. 
Cloth, illustrated, 12mo, pp. 216. Price, $1.10. 

HOW TO DOIT. By Mrs. A. K.DunnNING. Cloth, 
illustrated, 12mo, pp. 216. Price, $1.10. 

THE WHAT TO DO SERIES. By Mrs. A. K. 


Price, 75 


Dunxine. Consisting of the three preceding books. 


Price, $3.00. 

DOWNWARD: or, The New Distillery. By 
SaRauH J. Jones. Cloth, Ulustrated, pp. 226. Price, 
$1.10. 

ST. ULRICH; or, Resting on the King’s 
Word. By E. A. W. Cloth, illustrated, 12mo, 
pp. 91. Price, 75 cents. 

THE EMIGRANTS, A tale of the last century, 
from the German of Franz HorrMan. Translated 
by Mrs. H. D. Conrap. i12mo, cloth. Tlustrated. 
Price, 75 cents. 

ST. ULRICH and THE EMIGRANTS bound 
inone volume. Cloth. Price, $1.25. 

GW ENDOLINE;; or, Halcots and Halcombes. 
By AGNES GIBERNE. Cloth, illustrated, 12mo, pp. 
230. Price, $1.10. 

LARRY GILBERT. Hy Mrs. S. K. REEVEs. 
Cloth, illustrated, 12mo, pp. 164. Price, 90 cents. 





A BOOK FOR THE TIMES. 


THE LIFE OF LUTHER; with special reference 
to its earlier periods and the opening scenes of the 
Reformation. By Rev. BARNASSEARS, D.D. 18mo, 
cloth, 486 pp., illustrated, $1.00; 12mo, $1.50. 


Le 


The American 


Sunday-school Union, 
1122 Chestnut Street, Phila. 
10 Bible House, New York. 


~ THAT WONDERFUL 


BOOK STORE. 


SUNDAY-SCHOOL BOOKS. 


We have some remainders of Standard 
Sunday-school Books that we bought very 
low. They are just the thing for presents 
to scholars at the Christmas and New 
Year Anniversaries, and they will be sold 
at prices that will suit, as we wish to close 
them out to make room for our regular 
stock. You can buy enough books for a 
whole Sunday-school class for the same 
amount as you would have to pay for two 
or three, if you bought them from the 
publishers. 


LEARY’S 


Wonderful .Book Store, 


No. 9 South Ninth Street, 
First Store below Market St., Philadelphia. 


“OXFORD” 

















TEACHERS’ BIBLES 


“We have no hesitation in saying that, all things 
considered, the OXFORD TEACHERS’ BrseEsare better 
for the Sunday-school teacher than any other with 
w hic h we are familiar.”— The Sunday School Times. 

‘All things considered, we prefer the OxForp | 
Teacuwrs’ BIBLES to the London; and it is between | 
these two that the choice is commonly ‘om be made.’ 

T he Sunday School Times, September 2%, 1 

“Tt is only fair to say that in the light’ . a exam- 
nation, we have seen no reason to change our ex- 

ressed epinion that the OxForD TEACHERS’ BIBLE 
I the most servieeable for the use of the ordinary 
Sunday-school teaeher.”—The Sunday School Times, 
February 2A, 1883. 


THOMAS NELSON & SONS, 


42 Bleecker St., New York. 


| 





FORM) 0U0? 


Nluminated, Superintendents and Teachers will find in The Sunday School Times, October 6, an offer to 
furnish ata mere nominal expense the most beautiful and appropriate Babbath-school gift ever made, Asa 
present to Scholars, Teachers, Superintendents, or Home, it will be ever in sight, instructive and lasting; with 
the least expense. If you have not The Times, send for terms. 


A Splendid Holiday Present. Agents Wanted. 
DELVIN F. BROWN, P. O. Box 3061, New York City. 
“Mr. Brown’s Drawing is a work of marvelous skill, and stands unequalled among productions of its class. 


I would like to see a copy of it in every Sabbath-sthool in the land, and would be equally pleased to know that 
it hung on the parlor walls of every Christian home.”— Bishop Simpson. 


Address 


(From Major B. R. Corwin, Superintendent Brooklyn mci Sabbath-school.) 


ROOKLYN, OCTOBER 1, 1880, 

TI have used in the Brooklyn Tabernacle Sabbath-school over three nian of Mr. Brown’s pure line steel- 
plate engravings with great effect. As Sabbath-school pictures T regard them the most beautiful and refining 
ever made. Rare gems of real art,as presents to Scholars, Teachers, Superintendents,and Ministers. Presents 
of unequaled beauty for every home.—B. RB. Corwin. 

(From the New York Christian Advocate.) 

Tge Lorp’s PrayreR ILLUMINATED.—We have before us the most exquisitely designed and superbly 
executed picture of the Lord’s Prayer ever issued. It is one of the most magnificent pure line engravings ever 
made in this country, ifnotin the world. It was engraved by artists —_ the highest skill in the bank- 
note fraternity, at an expense of of ov er $15 5,000, and, in every respect, it fs equal to the finest bank- nk-note | work. 


LEE lout vhecay LE54 


SOW posatpes. 


“SELECT NOTES.” A Commentary on the Sunday-school Lessons. Vol. X. 8vo, cloth, Price, $1.25. 
Interleaved Edition, $2.00. Single copies sent, prepaid, on receipt of price. 


INTERNATIONAL QUESTION BOOKS. Three grades, to reach all classes. Part I., Older Scholars. 
Part II., Children and Youth. Part III., Little Learners. This last book is fully illustrated and adapted 
to the youngest minds. Price, 15 cents each. 


SUNDA Y-SCHOOL CARTERLY, for Adults. Has a large colored map of Paul's travels, and fine 
illustrations. Price, ‘20 cents a year. 


INTERMEDIATE SUNDA Y-SCHOOL QUARTERLY for young people (new), adapted to the 
average class from 12 to 15 years of age. This also has a large colored map, double page, and has valuable 
illustrations. We ask for it careful examination. Price, 20 cents a year. 


THE CHILDREN’S SUNDAY-SCHOOL QUARTERLY, prepared by the well-known Sunday-school 
writer, Mrs. M. G. Kennedy, of Philadelphia. Fully illustrated, with colored map. Price, 16 cents a year. 


Teachers’ Editions of the two higher grades, by Rev. A. F. SCHAUFFLER, and of the Children’s Quarterly 
by Mrs. M.G. KENNEDY. Price of each, fo cents, or 40 cents a year. 


P. S.—Any of the above series sent post-paid on receipt of price. 


W. A. WILDE & Co.. 
_ No. 25 Bromfield Street, Boston, Mass. _ 
HUMORUS! PATHETIC! ORATORICAL! DRAMATIC! 


THE ELOCUTIONIST’S ANNUAL. NUMBER 11. 


Readings! Recitations! Dialogues! Tableaux! Contains all the new and popular selections from oe hy mel 
nent Dnglish and American Writers of to-day, together with some of the choicest selections of Standa 

ture. Sold by all Booksellers and Newsdealers, or will be mailed upon receipt of price. 200 pages, Sie 60 
cents; paper, 35 cents. 


NATIONAL SCHOOL OF ELOCUTION AND ORATORY. 
1416 and 1418 CHESTNUT STREET, 
PUBLICATION DEPARTMENT. PHILADELPHIA, PA. 
? 
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Beenie iN ) CHOICE SELECTIONS 


AM ATIONS ho 
1 LALUGLES. 
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Every boy ‘who speaks pieces, every ‘member of & 


Lyceum who wants Some ‘ew to recite, 
should Py 1. whole set. Club rates and full list 
of con free. P. GA & CO., 708 
Chestnut ‘Strect, Philadelphia, Pa. 


THE AMERICAN SUNDAY-SCHOOL UNION 
Is THE 
CHEAPEST AND MOST RELIABLE 
PUBLISHING HOUSE ror 











@Oraiory, Pathos, Humor, 
Price, 30ets., mailed free. Sold by Booksellers. 
ROCHESTER UNIVERSITY N-Y. 


16 MO.250 PP. BDS~—PRIOCE 50 
These who order the book—and there are hun- 

dreds of Sunday Schools that need such a one—may 

do it, sure of finding it of the right kind.—The 

| Standard. 

| Mailed post free on receipt ef price, by 


HENRY A. SUMNER & COMPANY, 
205 WABASH AVE., CHICAGO. 


SUNDA Y-SCHOOL LIBRARIES, 
PAPERS, PERIODICALS, 
and all Sunday-school Supplies. 
ens of papers and catalogues sent free on 
EB 7 pape’ og 
1122 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 
10 Bible House, New York. 


Fe"Gievicas Bapeice i> SUPPLERS address 
» Philadelphia, Boston, New York, een ee 




















A Christmas Story. 


Crash ! 

Smash ! 
A ery resounds through the crowded street 
’Mid clattering hoofs and hurrying feet ;— 


Dash! 
Dash ! 


Smash ! 
Crash ! 


“Stop him! Stop him! Oho! Hey! ! Hey ! ! 

As — horse is running away!” 

Galloping, scampering, frightfully fast, 

The terrified animal dashes past® 

Through a throng of busy men and boys,— 

Oh! the grim confusion! the horrible noise! 

As they scream, and scatter in great dismay, 

And try their best to get out of the way. 

The runaway’s gone in a moment ;—and then 

There are left in his track two wounded men 

ONE, with a ghastly gash in his head 

Groans for a moment ;—and lo! he’s dead. 

Never had he been the least afraid 

Of sudden disaster! nor ever made, 

For innocent babes or delicate wife, 

Provision, in case he should lose his life. 

There is grief in the home that once was 
bright; 

There are Fan tknen and gloom instead of light; 

For the sorrowing mother of infants small 

Is left a widow, with nothing at all. 

THE OTHER, with badly broken bones 

Is roughly dashed on the paving-stones. 

They carry him home and put him to bed, 

And the doctor gravely shakes his head 

As he says, “‘ My friend, it’s a narrow escape; 

“T find you in terribly battered shape, 

‘*T hope we'll be able to pull you through, 

“ But you’ ll stay in bed for a month or two.” 

And though he is suffering all the while, 

His face is wreathed with a pleasant smile, 

And he says “‘ The prospect’s not so bleak, 

“ For Pll draw my twenty-five dollars a week ; 

“ A MUTUAL ACCIDENT Po.icy’s mine 

“ What a pleasant provision! isn’t it fine!” 

CHRISTMAS Day! At the well-spread table 

The man who was smashed is happily able 

To sit with his family friends again, 

Fully recovered, ond’ free from pain. 

And he tells of the awful erash, that day 

That the terrified animal ran away, 

And dashed him down on the paving-stones 

With bad contusions and broken bones. 

And ne speaks from the depths of a thankful 

eart 

Of the marvelous skill of the Surgeon’s art; 

Bui better tham surgeon or medicine-chest, 

Betier than all, and by far the best ; 

He says he will always thankfully speak 

Cé that welcome twenty-five dollars a week : 

And also, if he had lost his life, 

Five Thousand dollars assured to his wife, 

By the United States Mutual Accident Associa- 





tion, 
Three hundred and twenty Broadway, N. Y. 
JAMES R. PITCHER. 


MONEY LOANED 


pam | in 4 Be Pi. _ Minneapolis, ang x, 
ry O/ 


“Pet, ANNUM zazte® 


change. Con- 

L_— ve valuations. Amplesecu- 
spies. - WO successful expe. 
st of references, 

te for Circular. 


& NEWPORT, St. A Minn. 





















tM D LO ANS ae iareor 8 per 

ag eg mm and in- 
Tterest guarante ed. Guaranty ed on capital of 
$75,000. Refer to any commercial agency. Send for 


circulars, ‘Texas Loan Agency, Corsicana, Texas, 


SAVE ONE-HALF Wreseuslcure! ACCIDENT 


by becoming a 
Member of the United States Mutual Accident 
Association, 3:20 and 3:2 Broapway, New York. 


INSURE in THE TRAVELERS of Hart 
———s ford, Connecticut. . 


8.-8. CHRISTMAS BNCRRTAINMENTS. 
Suggestions for Decorations, Enter- 
tainments and Gifts. ¢ 

A collectivn of suggestions from leading 
Sunday-school workers in various part. of 
the country, containing something of iuter- 
est to every Sucday-school superintende: t. 
Nothing like it ever issued befure. Price, 
Ze. Willi send free to any one sending us 

a list of all the Sunday-secnool Superintend- 
an in the place. DAVID C COOK, AG 
Adams sireet Chicago, Ill. 


CHRISTMAS CARDS. _ 


Size4%{ x 2%; nine designs, printedinten colors. Price, 
30 cents per dozen, or $2.00 per hundred. Send 20 cents 
for a dozen for vik Satisfaction guaranteed. Ad- 
dress J.8. ¢ 8. OGILVIE &CO.,31 1 Rose Street, New York. 
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Charles Seribner’s Sons 
NEW BOOKS. 


Among the Holy Hills. By Henry M. 
FigeLp, D.D, author of “ From the Lakes of 


Killarney to the Golden» Horn,” “ From 
Egypt to Japan,” and “On the Desert.” 1 
vol,, crown 8vo, witha map. $1. 
Kadesh-Barnea,. Its importance and prob- 
ablesite, with astory ofa hunt for it, including 
studies of the Route of the Exodus and the 


Southern boundary of the Holy Land. By 
H. CLAY TRUMBULL, D.D., Editor of The 
Sunday School Times. 1 yol. , 8vo, with two 
maps and four full-page illustrations. $5. 


The Life of Luther. By JuLtus KésTLin, 
professor in the University of Halle, with 
more than 60 illustrations from original 
traits and documents. 1 vol., 8vo. $2.50. 
This is the only authorized American edition, and 

contains all the original illustrations and fac-similes. 

oy Hand-Book of Italian Sculp- 
ture. - JHARLES C, PERKINS, correspond- 
ing member of the French Institute, author 
of ‘Tuscan Sculptors,” “ Italian Seul tors,” 
ete. 1 vol., 8vo, with an etched front spiece 
and many engravings. $4. 


A Day in Athens with Socrates. 
author of “ Socrates.”’ 1 vol., 12mo. 
50 cents ; cloth, $1. 


The Merry Adventures of Robin Hood, 
of Great Renown in Nottinghamshire. 
Written and illustrated by HowarpD PYLE. 
1 vol., 4to, full embossed leather, antique, 
from the author’s designs. $4.50. 


A NEW EDITION OF THE 
Writings of Donald G. Mitchell (IK 
MARVEL). Including three or four vol- 
umes containing new and unpublished ma- 
terial. In 12mo volumes, in original cloth 

bindings. Price, per volume, $1.25. 


Reveries of a Bachelor. 
Seven Stories. 
Dream Life. 


Wet Days at Edgewood. 

The remaining volumes will be published at short 
intervals, 

The Rise of the Huguenots of France. 
By Henry M. Batrb, professor in the Uni- 
versity of the City of New York. 2 vols., 
8vo, with a map. Price reduced to $3.50. 


The Cottage Kitchen. By Marion Dar- 
LAND, ivol.,12mo. $1. 


Mrs. Gilpin's Frugalities. Remnants, and 
200 ways of using them. By Susan ANNA 
Brown, author of “ The Book of Forty Pud- 
’ dings. 1 vol., illuminated, $1. 


The American Boy's Handy Book; Or, 
What to Do and How to Do It. By DANIEL 
C. BEARD. With more than 300 illustra- 
Neco by the author. 1 vol., 8vo. ° 


UMMARY OF CONTENTS: Kite Time: Novel Modes 
of Prishing Home-made Tackle ; How to stock, make 
and Keepa. Fresh-Water Aquarium ; Knots, nds,and 
Hitches; The Water Telescope ome-made Boats 
Novelties in Soap Bubbles; Balloons: How t o Camp 
Out; Bird singers, etc; flow to Rear wid Birds: 
oa 2 a Fy woes ; Blow Guns; Elder 

uns, eto Taps an Dogs; Pract 
Taxidermy for boys: Snowball ‘Thouses and Stat : 
Sleds; Ice-Boats; In-door Amusements, etc., etc., etc, 
The weney of Roland. By JamEs Bale 
WIN. With a series of illustrations by R. 
BIRCH. 1 vol.,square 12mo, $2. 


The Hoosier School-Boy. By Epwarp 
EGGLESTON, author of ‘‘ The teechior School- 
master,”’ ete. With full- ~page illustrations. 
1 vol., ‘12mo. $1. 

WILLIAM 0. STODDARD’S STORIES FOR 

BOYS. 
Among the Lakes. 
Saltillo Boys. 1 vol.,12mo. $1. 


Dab Kinzer. A story of a growing boy. 1 
vol., 12mo. $1. 


The Quartet. A sequel to “Dab Kinzer.” 
I vol., 12mo. $1. 


By the 
Paper, 


lvol.,12mo. $1. 





*_* These books are for sale by all booksellers, or will 
be sent by mail, upon receipt of price, by 


Charles Scribner’s Sons, 
PUBLISHERS, 
743 and 745 Broadway, New York. 


Christmas Stockings 


Will be incomplete this year, unless the 
Double Holiday Number of St. NrcHoas 
finds a placeinthem. No such children’s 
book has ever been sold for the money. It 
is a wonder. The Christmas cover, printed 
in eleven colors, is worth the price of the 
whole 184-page book. Price, 50 cents. If 
your dealer is out of copies, send the 
amount to THe Century Co., New YORK. 








“The Whittier Club; or, How Girls 
Celebrated the Quaker Poet's Birchaas 
This charmin aintogue ef forty minutes, for seven 
iris, introducing portrait, aketoh of his life, anecdotes, 
Aree Poems, VC, makes a del s entertainment 
for sociales, schools, @ oS ot 


So Bonton Boul Smell be 


, AVERY, & 





y, 18 cts. Fish | 


Rao ea ER RR INIOS, 


EXCELLENT FOR GIFTS. 


Houghton, Mifflin & Co.’s 


NEW BOOKS! 


Twenty Popnie from Long- 
fellow. 


Finely Lllustrated, with admirable Portrait by the 
Poet's son, Ernest W. LONGFELLOW. Cloth, 4.00; 
tree calf or morocco, $9.00. 

** One of the most superb contributions which American 
art has added to American literature,” —The Congrega- 


tionalist. 
To Leeward. 


A New Novel, by F. Marion ORAWwrForpD, author of 
“ Mr. Jacobs,” eto. §1.25. 


s = 
Riverside Shakespeare. 

Edited by RicHarRD GRANT WHITE. With Glossarial, 
Historical and Explanatory Notes. In three vol- 
umes—I. Comedies; II. Histories and Poems; III. 
Tragedies. Crown 8vo, gilt top. Each, $2.50; the set, 
$7.60; half calf, $16. 

Six-Volume Edition. Printed from the same plates 
as the Three-Volume Edition, but on larger and 
heavier paper, and tastefully bound. 8vo, cloth, 
$15 a set, in box; half calf, $30. 


A Roundabout Journey. 
By Cuas. DUDLEY WARNER, author of “ My Winter 
on the Nile,” “ In the Levant,” ete. 12mo, $1.50. 


An Ambitious Woman. 


A Novel, by Epear Fawcett, author of “ A Gentle 
man of Leisure,” etc. 12mo, $1.50. 


The Mate of the Daylight, 


And Friends Ashore. A new book of stories by 
Saran Oanzw Jewett, author of “ Deephaven,” 
etc. $1.25. 


History of Prussia 

To the Accession of Frederic the Great. By 

HERBERT TUTTLE, Professor in Cornell University, 

author of “German Political Leaders,” etc. Crown 
8v0, $2.25. 


Excursions of an Evolutionist. 
By Joun Fisker, author of “Cosmic Philosophy,” 
“ Myths and Myth-Makers,” etc. 12mo, $2. 


Beyond the Gates. 
A Story ofthe Unseen World. By ELIZABETH STUART 
PxHeEwps, author of “The Gates Ajar,” etc. $1.25. 
a@” Twelfth Thousand. 


The Bay of Seven Islands, 
And Other Poems. By Juun G. WaITTieR. With 
portrait. 16mo, gilt top, $1.00. 








*,* For sale by all Booksellers. Sent by mail, post- 
paid, on receipt of price by the Publishers, 


HOUGHTON, MIFFLIN & CO., 
BOSTON. 


PRESBYTERIAN 
BOARD OF PUBLICATION, 


1334 CHESTNUT STREET, 
PHILADELPHIA, 
PERIODICALS FOR 1884: 


The Board publishes for Sabbath-school 
work, at the following yearly rates : 


The Westminster Teacher, sonthi y; 





toschools per copy, - . - 50 cts. 
Westminster Question Book, for the 
year, to schools per copy, : - 15 cts, 
Per scholar. 
Westminster Quarteriy, fe advanc- 
ed scholars, . - - 15 cts, 
Westminster Lesson Leaf, for inter- 
mediate scholars, - : 6 cts. 
Westminster Primary Leaf, ie lit 
tle folks, - 6 cts. 


Lesson \Leafin German, - - - 6cts. 
Forward, for older scholars, monthly, 25 cts. 
The Visitor, fully illustrated, twice a 
month, 24cts.; oncea month, - -12cts. 
The Morning Star, our new cheap 
paper, half the size of the “ Visitor,” 
twice a month, 12 cts.; once a monta, 


— for very Little people, 


6 cts. 


+ 25 cts. 


Catalogues and samples af periodicals seni free on 
application to 


JOHN A. BLACK, 
Business Superintendent. 
~ PANORAMA OF JERUSALEM. 











AND'S MINUTE ENGRAVING, 25 | 
nehes lo with over ee oe fi socuretey om 
resented, COPIED E ER 
ACTUAL PE OTOURA A, and ded colored 
= ove, aa places in and around the city 
out. Every point ACTUAL- 
URE, Packed in case, postpaid 
three dimes, or pot notes. No 
n beautiful frames w lass, War- 
cn UNIVERSITY F BLISH- 


ress, on 
stamps accep ted. 
ranted safe crvival, 
ING CO., OX FO 


LONGFELLOW CARD, 


ik 
pees Gr sUNbaY SCHOOLS "js per 1% etn i 





| tion, #.00ayear ; 35 cents a numbe 


FOR 
WILLIAM BLACK’S 


Judith Shakespeare. 


ILLUSTRATED BY ABBEY. 
SEE 


HARPER'S 
MONTHLY MAGAZINE 


FOR JANUARY 


CONTENTS : 
Portrait of John C. Whittier, 


Frontispiece. Engraved by G. KRUELL; 


The Quaker Poet, 

A Personal Sketch of the Poet Whittier. By HAR- 
RIET PRESCOTT SPOFFORD. [Illustrated by 
HaRRY FENN; 

At Mentone—I., 


By ConsTaNCcE FENIMORE WOOLSON. Illustrated; 


The Old Packet and Clipper Service, 


By G. W. SHELDON. Lllustrated. 


The Birth of a Nation, 
By CoLonet Hieeinson. Lllustrated; 
Judith Shakespeare—l., 
A New Novel by WiLiiamM Buiacx. Illustrated by 
ABBEY ; 


Nature’s Serial Story—ll., 
A New Novel. By E. P. ROE. Illustrated by Grzusomw 
and DIEZELMAN ; 


Short Stories. 
WHAT WAS SEEN BY JUAN VALDEZ AT SAL- 
TILLO. By THomas A. JANVIER. 
CASSIE’S CHRISTMAS-BOX. By A WorxkiIne 
GIRL; 


City Athletics, 


By H. C. BUNNER. 


Editor’s Easy Chair. 

Our English Visitors.—Italian Opera in New York.— 
Henry Irving and Ellen Terry in the Merchant of 
Venice.—The Staten Island Bicentenary.—The The- 
ory of Popular Government. 


Etc., Etc., Etc. 


————=_——_—_— 


HARPER'S PERIODICALS. 


HARPER'S ak oe 
HARPER'S WEE oy ee 
HARPER'S BAZ _ 
HARPER'S Y OUNG ‘PEOPLE. ™ 1.50 


Postage free to ali subseribers in the United States 
or Canada. 









HARPER AND BROTHERS, 
Franklin Square, New York. 





PRANC’S 


XMAS CARDS. 
SATIN ART PRINTS. 


PRANC’S 
NEW YEAR CARDS. 
RUSKIN CALENDAR 


For 1884. 


For sale by all dealers. 





“The Best Practical Art Magazine” 
Is The Art Amateur, which gives, monthly, from 


30 to 4 folio pages of tg esigns (with full in- 
structions), illustrations, and information relating to 
decorative and pictorial art. Homer DeCORATION AND 
FURNISHING. Ds t Advice Free.) Peng in 
China, Oil, and Water-color Feinting. Cia ‘ons, W 
carvin . bitching etc. Art Ni 

Royal School, South Kensington, va opecial — 


~p , ne men copy, 
cents only, this 


MONTAGUE MARKS. Publisher, 
Union Square, New York. 


“Supplies a want felt by very many.” 


TINY FOLKS’ PAPER, 1884. 


Illustrates four es weekly for infows cleases 
lowing International Lessou System. A full 
every week, with questions, answers, etc. Pr 
cents a year; 3 cents a Pag pos 4. a 83 
than six copies, l5 cents. Hi@NRY A, BUTTZ says: 
wkne y a= Pail to be useful Loh] large number for 
hey are intended.” Send for ens to 


om t Mea. or 
. sai ee LVILCON, lortisbars, Pa. 








THECENTURY 
For JANUARY. 


CONTENTS : 


“GENERAL SHERMAN.” 

A biographical sketch written by E. V. 
SMALLEY, with aid from General Grant. A 
frontispiece portrait of General SHERMAN ac- 
companies the paper. 


“ DR. SEVIER,” BY GEORGE W. CABLE, 

This novel of New Orleans life promises to 
be the strongest story Mr. CABLE has yet writ- 
ten. ‘It was begun in November, and will con- 
tinue through the year. 


“LOG OF AN OCEAN STUDIO.” 

An entertaining account of an ocean voyage 
of a party of artists; illustrated by Anderson 
Blum, Chase, Vinton, Beckwith, Lungren, an 
Quartley. 


“ HIS WIFE’S DECEASED SISTER.” 
An amusing story by FRANK R. STOCKTON. 


“EDINBORO OLD TOWN.” 
An interesting descriptive paper by ANDREW 
LANG, with nineteen pictures by JOSEPH PEN- 


NELL. 
“ GARFIELD IN LONDON.” 

Extracts from a — _kept by General 
Garfield while in rope, in 1867, including 
accounts of visits to Pastiament, with pen-por- 
traits of English statesmen, etc. 


* THE FORTY IMMORTALS.” 

A paper on the French Academy, with 
traits of Dumas fils, Renan, Jules ‘Simon, * 
d’ Broglie, Octave Feuillet, Sardou, Cherbuliez, 
and others. 

“AN AVERAGE MAN.” 

The second installment of ROBERT GRANT’S 

novel of New York. 


“ HUSBANDRY IN COLONY TIMES.” 

By EDWARD EGGLESTON, with much inter- 
esting information regarding silk-culture, and 
the beginnings of the tobacco, and other indus- 
tries. 


“IN WORDSWORTH’S COUNTRY.” 
An out-of-door paper by JOHN BURROUGHS. 


THE OTHER CONTENTS 

Include the last chapters of the anonymous 
story, “ The Bread-winners ; ” a brief sketch of 
“ Toru Dutt,” with portrait ; in “ Open Letters,” 
“ New York as a Field for Fiction, ” a comment 
by W. H. BisHop, with H. C. BUNNER’s reply ; 
“Some New Inventions,” by CHARLES BAR- 
NARD ; “ Joseph Jefferson as ‘Caleb Plummer,’”’ 
ete., ete. 

Subscription price, $4.00 a year; 
number. All dealers sell it and take saaeiligs 
tions, or remittances may be made to 


Tus CENTURY CO., New York. 


FUNK & WAGNALLS’ 


(10 and 12 Dey St., New York) 
NEW PUBLICATIONS. 


(Now ready.) 
Oehler’s Theology 


of the Old Testament. This American Edition, edited 

by Pror. Gro. E. Day, D. D., is made the class-book 

al Yale, Princeton, and other Seminaries. Cloth, 
$2.50. 


35 cents a 








Biblical Lights and Side 


Lights, being a Cociepetin of TEN THOUSAND Bibli- 
cal Lilustrations, with Thirty Thousand Cross Ref: 


erences. By Rav. CHaRLes E. LITTLE. 3vo, cloth, 
Hw. 





Christmas In a Palace. 
By Epwato EvgeretT Mate Paper, 3 cents; 


ular Life of Luther. 


noF. REIN. Paper, 2cts.; cloth, $1.00. 


(Just Ready tn Standard Library.) 


With the Poets. 


By CANON FARRAR. ae en of the different 
centuries. Paper, 2 cts. ; 


(Ready Dee, 2, ny Standard Library.) 


Popular Life of Zwingli, 
Toe Great Swiss Reformer, in commemoration of 
his 400th birthday—Jan. ist, 1884. Paper, 25 cts.; 
cloth, $1.00. 


(Ready Dec. 2.) 


Wall Street in History. 


a A aBrua J. Lams. Finely illustrated, gilt edged, 


NAP Our catalogue free, by mail. “SR 


BEST AIDS FOR LESSONS, 1864, 


Abbott on Acts. Illustrated $175 
Dr. Fish’s Travels in Bible Lands. Llustrated..... 300 
Condit’s History of Bible Revisions....................0. : oo 
Millis on Ancient Hebrew3..............0..0....0- 1% 


BEST BOOKS ven enaunenl 


Mowry’s Autobiography... 
Ray Palmer’ “4 * True Success... 
Dr, Finney’s grap 

P. P. Bliss’s Geenete ‘Ee NT 


BEST MANUALS OF PRAISE. 



































Parker's Sunday-school Hymnal. Boards.. 90 30 
Murphy’s Temperance evens Boards..... 0 30 
Deem's Coronation Songs. (Social.) Boards... 0 30 
Li A SR Holbrook sotChurch, ) Cloth... 150 

& Lasar. (Ch.):Cloth...... 175 
Dr. Storre’s New Psalter. Cloth .. O75 
Prof. ee SLdturgy. COM ........ccc.crracceeseeereesseee 100 


puve circulars or full eutalegbe sent on 
ap Fplcation of Copy of any book sent by mail, 
Teceipt of price, by the publishers. 


gis 8S. BARNES & CO., 
111 and 113 William Street, New York, 


post- 














December 22, 1883.] 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES. 











NEW | 
AND BEAUTIFULLY 
BOUND BOOKS. 


A CHRISTIAN HOME. By Rev. Jonn HAtt, 
D.D., New York. 12mo, cloth, pp. 250. Price, $1.00. 
SYDNEY THE KNIGHT. By E. T. Disosway. 
16mo, cloth, ilustrated, pp. 190. Price, $1.00. 
STRUGGLING UPWARD. By Saran J. JonzEs, 
author of “ Downward.” 12mo, cloth, illustrated, | 
pp. 279. Price, $1.25. 
WILL AND WILL NOT. By CaTHariIne M. | 
TROWBRIDGE, 12mo, cloth, illustrated. Price, 75 
cents. 
| 





DR. MARTINDALE’S WARD; or, Every 
Cross hath its Inscription. 12mo, cloth, illus- 
trated. Price, 75 cents. 

WILL AND WILL NOT and DR. MARTIN. 
DALE’S WARD bound in one volume. Cloth. 
Price, $1.25. 

WHAT TO DO. By Mrs. A. K. Dunnrve. Cloth, 
illustrated, 12mo, pp, 218. Price, $1.10. 

HOW NOT TO DOIT. By Mrs. A. K. DUNNING. 
Cloth, illustrated, 12mo, pp. 216. Price, $1.10. 

-HOW TO DOIT. By Mrs. A. K. Dunne. Cloth, 
illustrated, 12mo, pp. 216. Price, $1.10. 

THE WHAT TO DO SERIES. By Mrs. A. K. 
Dunwine, Consisting of the three preceding books. 
Price, $3.00. 

DOWNWARD: or, The New Distillery. By 
SaRau J. Jones. Cloth, illustrated, pp. 226. Price, 
$1.10. 

ST. ULRICH; or, Resting on the King’s 
Word. By E. A. W. Cloth, illustrated, 12mo, 
pp. 91. Price, 75 cents. 

THE EMIGRANTS. A tale of the last century, 
from the German of FRANZ HorrMan. Translated | 
by Mrs. H. D. Conrap. 12mo, cloth. Illustrated. 
Price, 75 cents. 

ST. ULRICH and THE EMIGRANTS bound 
in one volume. Cloth. Price, $1.25. 

GWENDOLINE;; or, Halcots and Halcombes. 
By AGNES GIBERNE. Cloth, illustrated, I2mo, pp. 
230. Price, $1.10. 

LARRY GILBERT. By Mrs. S. K. REEVES. 
Cloth, illustrated, 12mo, pp. 164. Price, 90 cents. 





A BOOK FOR THE TIMES. 


THE LIFE OF LUTHER; with special reference 
to its earlier periods and the opening scenes of the 
Reformation. By Rev. BARNASSEARS, D.D. 18mo, 
cloth, 486 pp., illustrated, $1.00; 12mo, $1.50. 


The American 


Sunday-school Union, 
1122 Chestnut Street, Phila. 
10 Bible House, New York. 


~ THAT WONDERFUL 


BOOK STORE. 


SUNDAY-SCHOOL BOOKS. 


We have some remainders of Standard 
Sunday-school Books that we bought very 
low. They are just the thing for presents 
to scholars at the Christmas and New 
Year Anniversaries, and they will be sold 
at prices that will suit, as we wish to close 
them out to make room for our regular 
stock. You can buy enough books for a 
whole Sunday-school class for the same 
amount as you would have to pay for two 
or three, if you bought them from the 
publishers. 


LEAR Y’S 


Wonderful .Book Store, 


No. 9 South Ninth Street, 
First Store below Market St., Philadelphia. 


“OXFORD” 











| present to Scholars, Teachers, Superintendents, or Home, it will be ever in sight, instru 


VP 


Tiluminated. Superintendents and Teachers will find in The Sunday School Times, October 6, an offer to 
furnish at a mere nominal expense the most beautiful and appropriate ae ee ever made. Asa 
ive and lasting; with 





the least expense. If you have not The Times, send for terms. 


A Splendid Holiday Present. Agents Wanted. 
DELVIN F. BROWN, P. O. Box 3061, New York City. 
“Mr. Brown’s Drawing is a work of marvelous skill, and staads unequalled among productions of its class. 


I would like to see a copy of it in every Sabbath-school in the land, and would be equally pleased to know that 
it hung on the parlor walls of every Christian home.”— Bishop Simpson. 


Address 


(From Major B. R. Corwin, Superintendent Brooklyn Tabernacle Sabbath-school.) 
BROOKLYN, OCTOBER 1, 1880, 
I have used in the Brooklyn Tabernacle Sabbath-school over three thousand of Mr. Brown’s pure line steel- 
plate engravings with great effect. As Sabbath-school pictures T regard them the most beautiful and refining 
ever made. Rare gemsof real art,as presents to Scholars, Teachers, Superintendents,and Ministers. Presents 
of unequaled beauty for every home.—8&. BR. Corwin. 


(From the New York Christian Advocate.) 
Tae Lorp’s PrayeR ILLUMINATED.—We have before us the most exquisitely designed and superbly 
executed — of the Lord’s Prayer ever issued. Itis one ofthe most magnificent pure line engravings ever 
made in this country, if notin the world, It was engraved by artists —- the highest skill in the bank- 
note fraternity, at an expense of over $15,000, and, in every respect, it is equal to the finest bank-note work. 
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NOW READY. 


“SELECT NOTES.” A Commentary on the Sunday-school Lessons. Vol. X. 8vo, cloth. Price, 1.25. 
Interleaved Edition, $2.00. Single copies sent, prepaid, on receipt of price. ; 


INTERNATIONAL QUESTION BOOKS, Three grades, to reach all classes. Part I., Oider Scholars. 
Part I1., Children and Youth. Part III., Little Learners. This last book is fully illustrated and adapted 
to the youngest minds. Price, 15 cents each. 


SUNDA Y-SCHOOL QUARTERLY, for Adults. Has a large colored map of Paul’s travels, and fine 
illustrations. Price, ‘20 cents a year. 


INTERMEDIATE SUNDAY-SCHOOL QUARTERLY for young peopie (new), adapted to the 
average class from 12 to 15 years of age. This also has a large colored map, double page, and has valuable 
illustrations. We ask for it careful examination. Price, 20 cents a year. 


THE CHILDREN’S SUNDA Y-SCHOOL QUARTERLY, prepared by the well-known Sunday-school 
writer, Mrs. M. G. Kennedy, of Philadelphia. Fully illustrated, with colored map. Price, 16 cents a year. 


Teachers’ Editions of the two higher grades, by Rev. A. F. SCHAUFFLER, and of the Children’s Quarterly 
by Mrs. M. G. KENNEDY. Price of each, 10 cents, or 40 cents a year. 


P. S8.—Any of the above series sent post-paid on receipt of price. 


W. A. WILDE & CO., 
meee No. 25 Bromfield Street, Boston, Mass. _ 
HUMORZUS! PATHETIC! ORATORICAL! DRAMATIC! 


THE ELOCUTIONIST’S ANNUAL. NUMBER 11. 


Readings! Recitations! Dialogues! Tableaux! Contains all the new and popular selections from the promi- 
nent English and American Writers of to-day, together with some of the choicest selections of Standard yoo 
ture. Sold by all Booksellers and Newsdealers, or will be mailed upon receipt of price. 200 pages, cloth, 60 
cents; paper, 35 cents. 


NATIONAL SCHOOL OF ELOCUTION AND ORATORY. 

1416 and 1418 CHESTNUT STREET, 

PUBLICATION DEPARTMENT. PHILADELPHIA, PA. 
, 
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TEACHERS’ BIBLES 
“We have no hesitation in saying that, all things 
considered, the OXFORD TEACHERS’ BIBLESare better 


for the Sunday-scheol teacher than any other with 
which we are familiar.”— The Sunday School Times, 


“All things considered, we prefer the OxForp | 


TxacHuRs’ BIBLES to the London; and it is between 
these two that the choice is commonly to be made.” — 
The Sunday School Times, September 25, 1880. 
“Tt is only fair to say that in the light of later exam- 
nation, we have seen no reason to change our ex- 
yressed opinion that the OxForp TEACHERS’ BIBLE 
s the most servieeable for the use of the ordinary 
Sunday-school teacher.”—The Sunday School Times, 
February A, 1883. 


THOMAS NELSON & SONS, 


42 Bleecker St., New York. 








RY. SUNDAY SC Readings and Recitations:! 
i ? 
—‘ SUPERINTENDENT WANTS »_ | | 

WS No? py 


MAT OK tains another HUNDRED splendid 
lamations and Readi com- 
AM 2 bining Sentiment, Oraiory, Pathos, Humor, 
DALES Fun. Price, 30ets., mailed free. Sold by Booksellers. 
‘ 





Every boy who speaks pieces, every member of a 
Lyceum who wants th: ‘ew to recite, 
should get the whole set. Club rates and full list 
of comienia free. PF. GARRETT & ©O., 708 
Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


THE AMERICAN SUNDAY-SCHOOL UNION 


18s THE 





for SUNDAY SCHOOLS BY 


4/0 SM / LM OR. Of CHEAPEST AND MOST RELIABLE 





PUBLISHING HOUSE For 
SUNDA Y-SCHOOL LIBRARIES, 
PAPERS, PERIODICALS, 
and all Sunday-schoo!l Supplies. 


Mm ROCHESTER UNIVERSITY N-Y. 
16 M0. 250 PP. BDS—PRICE 50 


These who order the book—and there are hun- 
dreds of Sunday Schools that need such a one—may 


do it, sure of finding it of the right kind—The| , #¥ Specimens of papers and catalogues sent free on 


1122 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 
10 Bible House, New York. 


Standard. 
Mailed post free on receipt ef price, by 


| HENRY A. SUMNER & COMPANY, 











A Christmas Story. 


Smash! Dash! Crash ! 

A ery resounds through the crowded street 

’Mid clattering hoofs and hurrying feet ;— 

“Stop him! Stop him! Oho! Hey! Hey! 

A = horse is running away | inne 

Galloping, scampering, frightfully fast, 

The terrified animal dashes past 

Through a throng of busy men and boys,— 

Oh! the grim confusion! the horrible noise! 

As they scream, and scatter in great dismay, 

And try their best to get out of the way. 

The runaway’s gone in a moment ;—and then 

There are left in his track two wounded men. 

ONE, with a ghastly gash in his head 

Groans for a moment ;—and lo! he’s dead. 

Never had he been the least afraid 

Of sudden disaster! nor ever made, 

For innocent babes or delicate wife, 

Provision, in case he should lose his life. 

There is grief in the home that once was 

bright ; 

There are darkness and gloom instead of light; 

For the sorrowing mother of infants small — 

Is left a widow, with nothing at all. 

THE OTHER, with badly broken bones 

Is roughly dashed on the paving-stones. 

They carry him home and nut him to bed 

And the doctor gravely shakes his head 

As he says, “ My friend, it’s a narrow escape; 

“T find you in terribly battered shape, 

**T hope we’ll be able to pull you through, 

“ But you’ll stay in bed for a month or two.” 

And though he is suffering all the while, 

His face is wreathed with a pleasant smile, 

And he says “ The prospect’s not so bleak, 

“ For I'll draw my twenty-five dollars a week ; 

“ A MUTUAL ACCIDENT Poticy’s mine— 

“ What a pleasant provision! isn’t it fine!” 

CHRISTMAS Day! At the well-spread table 

The man who was smashed is happily able 

To sit with his family friends again, 

Fully recovered, and free from pain. 

And he tells of the awful crash, that day 

That the terrified animal ran away, 

And dashed him down on the paving-stones 

With bad contusions and broken bones. 

And ne speaks from the depths of a thankful 
eart 

Of the raarvelous skill of the Surgeon’s art; 

But better than surgeon or medicine-chest, 

Better than all, and by far the best ; 

He says he will always thankfully speak 

Of that welcome twenty-five dollars a week : 

And also, if he had lost his life, 

Five Thousand dollars assured to his wife, 

By the United States Mutual Aceident Associa- 


tion, 
Three hundred and twenty Broadway, N. Y. 
JAMES R. PITCHER. 


MONEY LOANED 


on improved REA 
ESTATE in St. Paul, Minneapolis, and other 
ties i 80 as to net lender 


prosperous ci in Minn 
Pet ANNUM | Eszicte 
nual] . Y. Exchange. Con- 
Sorvalive valuations, Amplesecu- 
rities. 14 years successful expe. 
rience. best of references, 
& Write for 


HEWPORT, St. Paul, Minn, 








IRGINIA FARMS & MILLS 


+5 





fos trees REAL EDT ATE YOURNTT” 
‘or e S ) T * 
MN SitAFrin' £60: Kichmond, Virginia 
LAND LOANS = 


t. 





g investors § per 
Principal and in- 
guaranteed, uaranty based on capital or 
$75,000. Refer to any commercial agency. send for 
circulars. Texas Loan Agency, Corsicana, Texas, 
SAVE ONE-HALF the usual cost of ACCIDENT 
INSURANCE by becominga 
Member of the United States Mutual Accident 
Association, 3:20 and 32:2 Broapway, New York. 


INSURE in THE TRAVELERS of Hart 
— ford, Connecticut. ans : 








8-8. CHRISTMAS ENTERTAINMENTS. 


Suggestions for Decorations, Enter- 
tainments and Gifts. ¢ 

A collection of -uggestions from leading 
Sunday-school workers in various part: of 
the country, containing something of inter- 
est to every Sunday-school superintendent, 
Nothing like it ever issued befure. Price, 
Ze. Will send free to any one sending us 
as list of all the Sunday-scnoo!l Suneriatend- 
mts in the place. DAVID C. COOK, 46 
Adams sireet Chicago, Ill. 


CHRISTMAS CARDS. _ 


Size4% x 2%; nine designs, printedintencolors. Price, 
30 cents per dozen, or $2.00 per hundred. Send 30 cents 
for a dozen for samples. Satisfaction gnaranteed. Ad- 
dress J.8. OGILVI { & CO. ,31 Rose Street, New York. 
SUNDAY SCHOOLS ARGE 
CRAPHDESICN ILLUSTRATING THE 
LE f WRITE FOR SAMPLE "TO FRANCIS 
BODINE.9 N,13TH.ST. PHILADELPHIA PA. 
How to Colle 


Funds for a Librarv. Sam- 
& WOGLOM, 122 Nassau 8 t, New York. 










le free. GOODENOUGH 




















205 WABASH AVE., CHICAGO. 


FORRTRRE Hsien 
u a im 
| Philadelphia, Boston, New York, Chicago, or St. | 


ORDER The Scholars’ Quarterly and The Little 
Folks’ Quarterly of Howard Gannett & Co. 
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_ PUBLISHER'S DEPARTMENT. 
TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES. Published weekly 
at the following rates, which include postage. 

From 1 to 4 copies, one year.. 
5 to 9 copies....... 
10 to 19 copies 

20 copies or over 
Three or six months at the same Ft thy agen rate. 
To the person forming aciub of either grade, at these 
regular rates, one additional copy free. 

The papers for a club will be sent either to the indi- 
vidual addresses of the members, or in a package to 
one address, according to the preference of subscrib- 
ers. The papers for a club should ie Agee 
office, aithougts in cases where a portion of the 
teachers of a school get their mail matter from one 
vost-office, and others in the same school get theirs 
rom another, the papers will be sent accordingly. 
Different schools are not to unite in the formin ofa 
cinb, but each school should have ita own club, at 
whatever price the number of copies taken entitles it. 

Additions may be made at ang time to a club—anch 
additional subscriptions to expire at the same time 
with the club as es ag: ordered, each subscriber 
paying pro rata for the time that he is to receive the 
paper, 

The papers for a club, whether going in a package to 
one address, or sent separately to the members of the 
club, will be discontinued at the expiration of the sub- 
scription. 


The yellow label on each paper sent to single (not club) 
subscribers shows > to what date the paper has been 
paidfor. If the publisher does not by that date receive 
a request from the subscriber that the paper be discon- 
tinued, he will continue to send it. he paper will, 
however, be stopped at any time thereafter, if the sub- 
scriber so deste, and vemits the amount due for the 
time that he has received it, The papers for a club will 
be stopped at dnee on the expiration of the club subscrip- 
tion, unless a renewal for the same is received, 

Subscriptions will be received for any portion of a 
year at yearly rates, 

Subscribers asking to have the direction of a paper 
changed should be careful to name not only the post- 
office to which they wish it sent, but also the one to 
which it has been sent. All addresses should include 
both county and state. 


Ifaclub subscription is renewed by some other = 
son than the one who sent the previous subscription, 
such person will oblige the publisher by stating that 
the club he subscribes for takes the place of the one 
formed last year by .......... pdenenacapeeebabetegs obeeboue 


FOR THE SMALLER SCHOOLS.—By a new plan, 
thesmaller schools, which, on account of haying but 
few teachers, cannot form large clubs, have the bene- 
fit of the very lowest rate. It provides that when 
the entire force of teachers In any school ts ieass than 
twenty, the club rate to such school shall be $1.00 per 
copy, on condition that the order for the papers be 
accompanied by a statement that the number of copies 
ordered in the club is not less than the full number of 
teachersin the school. This does not mean that every 
teacher must actualiy be a subscriber, but- that the 
number of copies ordered must not be less than the 
fullnumber of teachers. Persons who are not teach- 
ers, may be asked to join the club, in order to secure 
the required number. Any number of copies in excess 
of the required number, may be subscribed for at the 
same rate, TJrachers belonging io the same houschol« 
may be coun/ed as ONE in making such a statement of 
the number of teachers in aschool. For example: If 
there are seven teachers in a school, two of whom 
belong to one household, and three to another, the 
club subscription need not be for more than four 
copies, in order to secure the low rate. 

An Lose ae A cannot be given to one who forms a 
club on this pian “ for the smaller schools,” 

Enough copies of any one issue of the paper, to enable 
all the teachers of aschool to examine it, will be sent 
free upon application. 

Ifa more thorough examination of the paper ts de- 
sired than can be had through Rosstwing specimen 
copies of asingle issue, the publisher will send (in a 
package to one address) any number of copies each 
week, for four weeks only, at the rate of eight cents 
per copy. Ten copies, for instance, would thus cost 
eighty cents for four weeks. 


GREAT BRITAIN. 


Messrs, Hodder and Stoughton,27 Paternoster Row 
London, E. C., will send The American Sunday School 
Times, post free, for a year, to any dress in Great 
Britain, for ten shillings prepaid. sae jen gol will be 
sold by all the principal newsdealers§price twopence. 


JOHN D. WATTLES, Publisher, 
725 Chestnut St., Philadelphia. 
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 T.Bihagstoz & Co, 


~Y [Successors to Mokean & Hwapty.) 
IMPORTERS OF 


DIAMONDS, 


AND WHOLESALE DEALERS IN 
HES, 


JEWELRY and WAT 
MUTUAL LIFE INSURANCE BUILDING, 
Tenth and Chestnut Streets, 


Tomas B. Haestoz, . Philadetphia, Pa. 


JAMES BuURDICK. 


SAWYER’S CRYSTAL BLUE 


ANUFACTORY ESTABLISHED 1858, 


Used by nearly every Sooty in New 
England, and by all first-class la 
because 





Red Top Box. 










undries, 
it never spots the clothes, 
The brilliant azurine tint unequalled. 
=) it gives a clear tint to Laces, Linens, 
4 Cottons, and special bright, clear tint to 
4 old or yellowed cloth. 


Call for SAWYER'’S Red Tep Bex, 
TAKE NO OTHER, 


SAWYER CRYSTAL BLUE CO., 
BOSTON, MASS. 


BARLOW | Se Sn aae | 
INDIGO BLUE | 933 N, Second St, Pane Rs 

( Th DOBBINS’ ELE Cc 
i. L. CRAGIN & co., NOA P, 1 ie me “a 
Street, Philadelphia, ofler to give subscribers first- 
class sheet music, plano and vocal, gratis. Write for 
cireular. Mention this paper. 










aq W. Hl. Harrison & Bro, 





Manufacturers. 


PLAIN AND ARTISTIC 


T 


igh Sh gl 


Fu nd Ra . 
1483 CHESTNUT ST, PHILA. 


ACQER STON PRCA? | i) OLY 
















Is the verdict of our most renowned musicians. Large 
Steck of Grands, Uprights and Squares, in our Warerooms. 
The world-renowned GEORGE WOODS ORGANS in all 
styles at all prices. The finest voiced and best toned Organ made. 
Terms:—CASH, or INSTALMENTS at small advance. 


A. G. CLEMMER & CO. scix7s, 1117 CHESTNUT ST. PHILAD’A. 


$65 x PATTERSON ORGAN. 


Absolutely the Best Organ ever Offered for the Money. 
WORTH $125. AS SOLD BY AGENTS. 


(New eye 110.) Dimensions: Height, 70 in. Depth, 23 in. 
Length, 42in. Weight boxed, 350 lbs. 5 Octaves, containing 4 
gets of Reeds, viz.: One Diapason, of 2 Octaves, one Duiciana 
of 8 Octaves, one Celeste, of 8 Octaves, and one Sub- Base, oti 
Octave. 12 useful Stops as follows: Diapason, Duiciana, Celeste, 
Duicet, £cho, Violina, Prin, Forte, Dia. Forte, Vox Human 
Sub- Bass, Treble and Buss Coupers, Improved Knee Swe and 
Grand Organ Swell, The Octave-Coupler ‘s made of tempered 
Steel, and cannot warp or get out of order. The case is of Wal- 
nut, veneered pancis, Lamp Stands, Handles on the ends, and Rol- 
Jers underneath for convenience of moving. The Bellows are 
made of the best rubber cloth. Our patent Stop action, is of the 

pioss Gostem, and the tone unsurpassed for SWEETNESS VOL- 
E, AND VARIETY. Fach Organ will be d bya 
WRITTEN WARRANTY OF SIX RS; and 
FIFTEEN DAYS’ TEST TRIAL allowed at the home of 
the purchaser before payment is required, an unquestion- 
able assurance of the confidence we have in their merits. Such 
an oO is usually Catalogued by Dealers at from $250 to 
$300, and sold by them at from $125 to $150. 
OUR FACTORY CASH PRICEwithSTOOL | $85 
and BOOK, boxed and delivered on cars here 

Order d‘rect from this advertisement. Remit by draft, money- 
order or express (money refunded if organ is not satis: OTY), 
or if you do not wish to send cash with order, send a letter of en- 
dorsement from some bank or respectable merchant, to the effect 
that you are responsible, and will pay for the Organ if found as 
represented, and we will promptly ship you one for examination 

WE WANT ONE OF THESE BEAUTIFUL ORGANS INTRODUCED IS E VERY 
: NEW LOCALITY. 48 WHEN ONCE INTRODUCED OTHER ARE SURE TO 
— — FOLLOW, BENCE THE FOLLOWING SPECIAL OFFER, 


To those who will agree to show the Organ, and assist us 

Special) ,,. making sales in their locality, we will furnish a sample 

ff Organ, as above described, for S@5 net cash. To secure 
Offer. | this special price mention this paper. 


Address er call upon the Manufacturer, JAMES Tt. PATTERSON, Bridgeport, Gena. | 


TMO 

























MEAT. 


ESTABLISHED 18422. TRADE MARK. 
SPECIAL AWARD BY CENTENNIAL COMMISSION. 


CENUINE ENCLISH 


PLUM PUDDING. 


ASK YOUR GROCER FOR ATMORE’S. 
It is prepared with the most scrupulous care from the choicest materials. 


ANDRETHS's:3e'€5=.CATALOGUE 


ARDENERS’ COMPANION.’’ 


PRICE 10 CENTS, The most complete and brilliantly embellished Seed Catalogue ever 
ublished, costing fifteen cents. The article on Market Sardezi nder «lass is worth 
ereny times the price. This being OUR ONE HUND DTH A we publish this 

rnate Guide for Garden and Farm. To all sending us TEN CENTS in stamps, 
we mail a copy, and on orders for Seed will give credit for that amount. Address 
LANDRETH & SONS, Seed Growers, Lock Box,Phila,Pa. 






MINCE 


TRADE MARK. 




































| After several years’ experimental endeavor in my 
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During the HOLIDAYS the ESTEY 
ORGAN will in many homes be the gift 
of glad surprise. Where once estab- 
lished it becomes the centre of refine 
ed pleasure to the entire household. 

Send for Illustrated Catalogue. 


KNABE 








_ PIANQFORTES. 
~ Tone, Touch, Workmanship and Durability. 


w IAM KNABE & CO. 
Nos. 204 and 206 West Baltimore Street, 
Baltimore. No. 112 Fifth Avenue, N. Y- 


J. J. HEPPE, 828 Arch Sireet, 
PIANOS and ORGANS, 


ALL BEST MAKES, CASH OR ON TIMR. 


BOXE ©. GAUTSCHI & CO 
Crot ri one + th u core. Ste 
FOX, Switzerland. Salesrooms 
at 1018 Chestnut 8t., Phila. Opp. Opera House. 


THs MASON and HAMLIN Organ and_Pianc 
Co., Boston, New York, and Chicago, offer the 
largest assortment of the best and cheapest organs. 


ERS 











MaMMOTH WONDER CATALOGUE 
e Harbach Organina Co., Phila., Pa. 


GIVEN AWAY 


Ladies canvassing for Tea will 
do weil tosend tor our Premium 
List. We have premiums tor or- 
ders from $5 to $60, including Gold 
Band Tea Sets, W alilam Watches. 

. We send thousandsoi these 
orders every year, and have yet 
to hear of any dissatisiaction from 
those receivingthem. I) any lady 
reader of this == wishes fora 
beauti‘ul Gold Band Tea Set, they 
will find it to their advantage to 
send us a postal for further infor- 
mati 


TUANTIG TEA, COMPANY, 
WARREN'S O92. 


(THE ENTIRE WHEAT.) 


The most nutritious and cheapest Flour 
known. The best food for all, in health or sickness. 
Best diet in the world for 


Dyspeptics and Invalids. 
Testimonials from the most eminent Physicians in 


ALL PARTS OF THE U. S. 


Makes the most peiene bread. Its value as a food 
for Infants, Children, and Invalids fully set forth in 
our Illustrated Pamphlet, which is sent F 















to any address, and shows the structure 
and chemical properties of wheat. 


PRICE, $7.00 PER BARREL. 
FRANKLIN MILLS CO., Cuicaco, 
SOLE MANUFACTURERS. 


Tz enly pertect substitute for Mother's Milk. 
‘The most nourishing diet for invalids and nursing 
mothers. Keeps in ail climates. Commended by 
hysicians. Sold by druggists. 75c. Send for Book on 
are of Infants. 


DOLIBER, GOODALE & CO., Boston, Mass, 















: THIS NEW 


Sma RELASTIC TRUSS 


fe Has a Pad differing from all 














d CHOolcesr a 
er" ILIE Si °Stgone 
rome eam ; 
Dealing exclusively in TEAS, —_ 
COFFEES, SPICES and SUGARS, we can give 
our customers a great advantage in variety, fresh- 
ress and quality of coods. Price-list and samples 
free on application. C3~ Please mention this paper. 
y N 
@ 0 H i Yb N ) 
SEND POSTAL TO THE i 3 
1209 Market St., Philad’a. 
be Panel ae S 
COLUM BLS BUGGY 0, 14 Ob 
Tits porous plaster is 
absolutely the best ever a oO o 
made, combining the 
a rs|PLASTER 
] i j arr ~ mp and ex- 
; racts. Its power to relieve is ter th 
When handsomely illustrated catalogue and | others. Crick im the Back and Neck Punts ac 
prices, with name of dealer nearest to inquirer, =. pine BOS conta and Muscles, Kidney Troubles. 
will be sent free. 0: hicl trictl neumatism, Neuralgia, Sore Chest, Affections of 
4 ur vehicles are str ctly | theHeartand Liver, and all painsorachesinan t 
first class, and are sold by dealers in almost ! are speedily relieved by the Hep Plaster. ga Try 
every town and city in the United States. it, Prico 25 cents or five for $1.00. 
caontegaliccline Mailed on receiptof price. Sold by 
DID YOU EVER SEE A GREEN DAHLIA? mates -y 8 foe 
BACK) 225c-u. 
~— Proprietors, Boston, Mass. — 
greenhouse to obtain a Blue Dahlia, I have succeeded te +2 Ps Saws a Ar 
in producing a Green one 3 [aS d e ' _ ar t ‘ Rr, 
s . x +6 td 
Enclose One Dollar and self-addressed stamped en- | "“""* 
velope to my address, and I will send by return mail 
the secret of producing this horticultural curiosity to 
any applicant. T. W. PENTEOOST, 
Gardener and Florist, Clark’s Green, Penn. i 
ee f Others, is cup-shape, with Self- 
GRIND YOUR OWN BONE, Adjusting Ball incentre, aéapte 
Meal, Oyster Shells, and Corn in the itself to all positions of the body 
$ Hand Mill. (F. Wiison’s Patent.) while the ball in the cup holds 
100 per cent more made in keeping the rupture, just as a person 
oultry; also Power M ilisand Farm | would with the finger. With light pressure the Hernia 
ee Mills. Circulars ans RO” is held securely, day and night, and a radical@ure cer- 
nials sent on application. yII- | tain. It is easy, durable, and cheap. Sent by mai 
SON BROTHERS, Hasron, Pa. Circulars free. E@GLeston TRUSS Co., Chicago, fit 
“ 3 HEAPZST.” is the best thing you 
s aw T Cc THRESHERS, Cheltenham Poultry Food '"°.destnns Fo 
hens lay. Your storekeeper will get it for you. CHEI- 
MIL! Hoase Powers, TENHAM Foop Co., 3044 Ludlow Street, Philadelphia. 
all and | Write for F ies Glass Substitu 
iors arlrtrst ab kek gaemat SAMPLES foes a ree 

















seno CHRIST M AS- sve 
Booka tc. each. and upwards; beaut’ ful b dks, Ie, to 250. 


c. and 10c, 
a 











ete,. 144¢. 

: . double card, 

Se. and upwards eal Flowers. Rea! p dd flowers, on 
ecard, holiday mottoes. lic. Basket Fillers. of basket work, for 


candy bags (very pretty),4}¢c. Pocket Kntvesa, fancy im- 
ported. l2c. Selssora, ic. Construction Sheets, in colors 
(10e. style), 4c. Felding Box Fillers, for candy, with ban- 
dle, 2c and tc. Cornucepias, fancy silt paper, large size, 
3c. Gift Bibles, BAe: dc. Lovely Bible, §-.50 style, 
for " r idles, 500 illustrations, | ictionary, ete., 
$3.20@ Large illustrated Catalogue f.ce. DAVID C. COOK, 
46 Adams street, Chicago. I!). 


WRITING |Bx.2420-— Fe" ect ofsamptes naxx 








Half the usual prices. 
WARD & GAY, Stationers, 
184 Devonshire St., 


| Use Esterbrook’s Steel Pens. 

















Ppcember 2 22, BSS.) 





THE SUNDAY SOHOOL TIMES — 










Ss. Ss. 
SUPTS. 


Send Your Names 
and Addresses fora 










FREE SANIPLE 











or tHe COLORED DESIGNS, 


The best Internationa! Lesson Iilustra- 





tions Published. 





ENDORSED BY 


[GENTS w ANTED forthe Robbins Washer, Be) 
cellent pay. Bisse ell M’'fg Co., 20 Vesey St. A 


IN CANVASSING. Fakes 
A A BC y yM FRE AI JAMES H, EARLE,Boston, 
OoK Agents Wanted. 
hicago, Cincinnati, or St. Louis. 


Hartford, ( 
iT PAY atin Lak g bbe r Printing Stamps. Sam- 
sfree. J. M. Mitten & Co., Cleveland, O. 


Ts E BE ar Rible Cc ommentary is sold by 8. 5. 
Scranton & Co., Hartford, Conn. Agents wanted. 


GENTS WANTED for the Best and Fastest- 
selling Pictorial Books and Bibles. Prices reduced 
33 per cent. NATIONAL PUBLISHING Co., Phila., Pa. 


AGENTS WANTED a. our new Religious book 


greatest success of the 
year. Send for illustrated circular if yo want to make 
money. FORSHUE E& Mec MAKIN, vincinnati, Ohie. 


AGEN are offered 50. per cent. discount to sell 

Moore’s Universal Assistant. Sure sale 
for this book anywhere. 1016 pages; 500 illustrations, 
One agent made $137.50 in 6 days. For full particulars, 
address J. S. Ogilviec& Co., Publishers, 31 Rose St., N. ¥. 














American Publishing Co. 


For reliable, ener- 
Fine Business Opportunity Fo: men tointro- 
duce “ The Arnold Automatic Steam Cooker.” This isa 
rare chance. Send for particulars at once. WILMOT 
CASTLE & CO., Rochester, New York. 


PHOTO COPYING. 


RS, 
send for Price -. . yt Sst Cc. WILLIAMS, 914 
Arch | St., P ee Pa. 










PLIFIED 

Na ond OLD- The 

- hy; of the Bible." 704 pages, 

276 illustrations. 

— copies. Reprint: ceiling in "England 
7 and Canada. Chas. Foster, Publisher 

is south Seventh St., Philadelphia, Pa. 













dst. En rely by or ptm ‘_ m7 pony 
selling Family book ever published, — 
are meeting with wonderful success. 

competition. Any man or woman wanting 
a@ good business, = for extra 


AGENTS) y Send for E. B. TREAT’S 











Address E.8. TREAT,757Broadway, New York. 





ON A MEXICAN MUSTANG, 


By TexasSiftings Editors, 1s a racy, s! parkling, histort- 
cal book, lavishly illustrated. Delicious humor shines 
through everywhere. Thereisalaugh on a 
The most entertaining book extant, selling by the 
thousands. Everybody wants it. One Agent Sold 
105 in 10 days. 


Agents Wanted inci oyu. Terms 
S 8S. SCRANTON & CO.s Hartfora Conn. 








WE WANT 100 mre BOOK AGENTS 


OUR FAMOUS WOMEN 


For Thrilling Interest, Romantic Story, § 
Tender P vathow it is without a 
our greatest living mo ine 


r. Just 0 eee es 
¥ er uding Elisabeth Stuart 
larriet Prescott Spofford 4 Mowe. ‘erry Cooke, a 
Larcom. Mary Cler mmer, ee Harland, and 18 others. 'T! 
ive, for the frst time, the true Story of the Lives and Deeds of our 
amous wome n. Itis Seperdly Ifustrated. Ministers say “ 
speed wt.” ‘Tens of thousands are waiting for it, and Agents 
sell 10 to re a day, ivgay 0 the dest chance to make 
Send xtra 7 





money ever offered for Circulars, ‘erms, &c., te 
A. D. WORTHINGTON & 00., Coan. 
No. 2. 
TOA 


eremeess by ten 
Just Ready. Frsneret.>y ten 
sells on sight to “More valu- 
able and real ieametice con- 
tained in its es (224) than in 
other books fen times itssize and 
cost.” Extraordinary Induce- 
ments are offered cay e agents 
to handle this work and our 
other goods. Remit 50 cents for ha sample 
R4 agency, or write for full particu! 


L. WATKINS, Drawer 317, Prospect, Ohio. 















Unlike any other Lap-board made. No aipeing. 
Holds itself on the lap. Re the work just ere 
you placeit. Weighs only 21 


Specially adapted for lady canvassers. Address 
T. E. CHASE & GO., 
126 Water Street, Boston, Mass. 
Exclusive terr ~~ Particulars pret. 








“G00D NEWS 
7 LADIES! 


Greatest inducements ever of 
ferei, Now's your time to getup 
orders for our cele brated Teas 
and Coffees, and secure a beauti- 
= | Gold Band or Moss Rose China 
. ex Set, or Handsome De ate 
Gold Band Moss Rose Dinner Set, or Gold naa Sines 
Decora ed Toilet Set. For full particulars address 
THE ¥ GREAT AME AN TEA CO., 
P 0. Box 2 31 and 33 Vesey St., New York. 





Rev. W. cancels. 


— 8. oo ane 


Rev. J. 4. Vincent, B. F. Jacobs, E. Payson Porter, Philip Gillett, Rev. J. A. Worden, Rev. H. L. Baugher,| ROV. LITHOCRAPH CO, 
Rev. D. H. ae - 


Rev. John 





wils Mon. F. 








Pairbanks. PROVIDENCE, R. I. 




















goods. 


MISSES’ and CHILDREN’S 
all made in the highest style of the art by the same Foreign makers, and not to 
be surpassed for style, fit and carefullness of manufacture. 

Garments sent by express, with privilege of examination. 


STRAWBRIDGE & CLOTHIER, 
Market Street, Eighth Street, Filbert Street, Philadelphia. 


on exhibition and sale. 


We take especial pride and pleasure in calling attention to our stock of these 
It surpasses all we have offered in the past, and we have good reason to 
believe is not equalled in America. 


The garments are all manufactured expressly 


for us, in the most careful manner, from the latest styles, which are in most cases 

confined to us alone. 
This stock is now 

prisingly moderate. 
We also show 


The prices will be found sur- 


a wonderful line of 


COATS, 








| 





rooms and houses. 
and dispatch. Address, 


SHARPLESS & SONS, 
$01, $03, $05 and 807 Chestnut Street, 











| DRY Goops. | 





PURCHASING BY PROXY. 


The mail order department at Sharpless & Sons’ 
ts perfect in its most minute details,and through 
tts systematic workings, shopping by mail is ren- 
dered easier, and is often more satisfactorily done 
$ than in person. The articies ordered are selected 

by experts who have thorough knowledge of their 
business, and faithfully obey their letter of in- 

structions, or if the matter is left to their judg- 
ment, will display taste and skill in the choice of 
Sabrics and garnishings. 

Letters of inguiry are promptly responded to, 
catalogues, price lists and samples sent,estimates 
given for Bridal Trousseaux, Mourning and 

Travelling Outfits, School Girls? and Infanis’ 
Wardrobes, and also Upholstery Furnishings for 
All orders filled with care 








PHILADELPHIA, PA. 








BRAINERD & ARMSTRONG'S 


Four Specialties, by Mail ; 


Sold Direct to Families. 


!mbroidery Silk, 40 








“ 


238 Market St.. Phila., or, 469 Broadway, 2 New York. 


at BaD) STANDARD 


i alaval. 





1.—Knitting Silk, any Color, 75 Cents per oz. 

2.— Waste ma 

3.— Waste Sewing Silk, 30 

4.—Ladies’ Spoo Casket and Silk, 40 Cents per box. 
Sent by Mail on receipt of Price. If 

3-cent Stamp sor pad tive on” > 

ED & AKMSTRON 


“ 


you wish to knove 


Cco., 


SILK 


OF THE 


WORLD ! 





For Sale Everywhere. 











721 





RIGGS @BROTHER 


ver | [AMES ATCHES 


& 


WARES» COR? pOoCcK st 


CPet ae 





> CARPETING 


Inall Grades, Lowest Prices, 


RUGS and MATS 


In great variety of patterns. A Carpet 
for a room, or Rug, or Mat, makes a 


Handsome and Useful Present, 


At the prices we put on our special 
bargains, a fine — of Carpet can be 
obtained at small cost to the purchaser. 


J. & J. DOBSON, 


MANUFACTURERS, 
¢ 811 and 813 Chestnut Street, Phila. 


DRESS REFORM, 


6 14thiUnion UndergarmentsJe, 14th 
Vest and Drawers in One. 


EQUIPOISE. Madein all weights 
mone of Merino and Uash- 
mere; Chemilettes, 
Princess Skirts, 
Equipoise, Emanei- 
pation, Dress Re- 
form and Comfort 
Waists. Corded 
W aistsaspecial- 
ty. Shoulder Brace 
and Corset combin- 
ed. Shoulder Braces, 
Abdominal! Sup- 
“ate wee Obstetric 
es. Shoulder 
25. Stocking Supporters, Sanitary 
Custom work promptly attended to. 
ATALOGUEB FREE. 





4 bel ! cy 


_ Price — 
N apkine. | éte. 
NEw ILLUSTRATED 


MRS. A. FLETCHER, 


6 East 14th St., New York. 





. 

Lad ie ERY, with our STAMPING PATTERNS for 

Kensington, Arasene, Outline, Braid 
Work, &c. Easily transferred to any fabric or material and 
can be used a hundredtimesover. {© full sized working 
Patterns including Flowers, Corners, Borders, Scollops, 
Braid Strips, outline figures, and rt own initial letters 
for handkerehiefs, hat bands, &c., with Powder, Pad and 
directions for working, @)| for @O cen’ 


postpaid. 
Book-of 100 designs for ageeiters, Braidin g ke. 2505 
Our Boox, “Manual of Needlework,” is a c: ak 


~<a Knitting OO, Crrcheting Lace 5,06; 
5 cents; Four for $ 


Paiten Pub. Co. 47 Barclay Street, more we $406, 


aL SONS 


BB. Agents Wanted.» THE WILSON SEW- 
ING Mi Ac HIN E CO., Chicago or New York. 


CATYHRISTMAS TREE DECORATIONS 


Yor + 1.10 we send set for medium-sized tree, 
ts containing 18 candles, 12 fancy cornucepias, 42 

ars gilt, colored, and other fancy ornaments, in ail 
72 pieces. For $2.35 we send 24 large candies, 
.18 fancy cornucopias, and 47 gilt, colored and 
mother fancy ernaments, some very beautiful ; also 
18 ball balamee candle holders, and 6 holders wit! : 
Fm fancy brilliant colored refiectors : also colored trv« 
: lights, reflectors, brilliant chains, gold moss, eto. 
at lowest Deteen Illustrated ca alogue free. Address, DAVID 
Cc. COOK, 46 Adams street, Chicago 






















“SEND FOR CIRCULARS OF 


HOLIDAY AND FESTIVAL 
DECORATIONS 


te G. W. KINGSLEY, Buflale, New York. 








DO YOUR OWN STAMPING for Exsrorm™ 


structor in Kensington, Arasene and all other branches of 


CHURCH FURNITURE. 


This set, 6 pieces complete, $75. Photographs of our 
full line sent by mail, free, if applied for. 


PAINE’S FURNITURE CO., 


48 CANAL Sr., Bos'ron, Mass., U. 8. A. 
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SHAW, APPLIN & CO., 
Parlor, Church and Lodge Furniture 


2? Sudbury Street, Poster. 18s. 











Black Walnut Church Seats for Sale. 
HURCH SEATS, in black walnut, panelled 
= reversible backs, 8 feet 6 inches long. Resty 
ked and shipped. A rare bargain. Address 
. HOLLIST , JR., 17 First St., Troy, N. Y. 


The Great LIGHT. 


Church 
xP sine 


RINK’S Paten 
for Churches, Stores, Show 
lors, Banks, Offices, Picture Galler- 
Theatres, Depots, ete. New and ele- 
lesigns. Send one e room. Get 


Sunda y-School 
BANNERS ‘cai. 


Send to J. Send to J. & | R.. LAMB, 59 Car Car- 
mine St., New Y feck, for circular, free” by mail. 


BUCKEYE BELL FOUNDRY. 
I \s of Pure Copperand Tin for Ch 
jhools, Fire Alarms,Farms, ete, FULL 
ARRANTED. Catalogue sent Free. 
VANDUZEN & TIFT. Ciacinaatl.O 
McSHANE BELL FOUNDRY 
Manufacture those celebrated Bells 
and Chimes for Churches, Tower 


Clocks, &c.. &c. Prices and cata- 
logues sent free. Address 
H. McSHAN 


Go., Baltimore, Ma. 
MENEELY BELL FUUNDHY. 


Favorably known to the public since 
1826. Church,Chapel, School, fire Alarm 
and other bells; also Chimes aud Peals, 


MENEELY & C0... WEST ROY. W.Y. 












































Magic Tanterns Outdone by Poly ott 


Photographs, prints, drawings, coins, picture cards in 
au their pt re ag he works of a watch in motion L- fact 
any object cast upon w: ag 
diameter to four feet. rraphs enlarged to iife 
a or reduced. Suitable for Sunday eciee ieee 
phers, lecturers, artists, card collectors, 

holi iday present; Nov a Toy, but a practical and sub- 
stantial article,” — > in its operation to expensive 
magic lanterns. free for $2.50, or including 
album of over 300 fine scenes, reduced from ex ve 
engravings, and mounted on heav cardboard, We 
also have larger Poly opticons we send by express for 
eon Thou sold. Everybody delighted. CONRAD 
CO., 230 Ww. Baltimore St., Baltimore, Md. 


AGIC LANTERNS.) 


AND STEREOPTICONS 


For PUGLIC, SUNDAY SCHOOL & HOME EXHIBITIONS 
VIEWS Sisiesns| 120 tiie us FREE 
‘Ce MILLIGAN PARSER: 


lor Canvas, m 
















And Stereopticons, 211 prices. ‘Views ilinstrating every subject 
for public exhibition, ete, A WROPITABL® BUSINESS POR A MAN WITH 
SMALL CaPiTaL. Also, magic lant aa 28 A rhom:smusement. 119- 

e illustrated catalogue rue. we York Manufactur- 
¢ Optician, No. 49 Nassau ate ‘New 


yward’s mmunion wine, unfermen’ rice 
\Eem ats P. Hayward. Ashby. ay oon 


SFR asides wanda thas 














2d. 5 Phila, 
Chur furniture. 
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THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES. 








That those who are asked to subscribe for 
The Sunday School Times may have some 
idea of what they will gain by so doing, a 
partial announcement of the attractions for 
the year 1884 is here made. 

The department of lesson helps will not be 
permitted to drop below the highest standard 
ever attained. The Critical Notes will be 
furnished, week by week, during the year, 
for the Old Testament Lessons, by Professor 
William Henry Green, of Princeton, Chair- 
man of the Old Testament Company of Ameri- 
can Revisers, and for the New Testament 
Lessons, by Ex-President Theodore D. Wool- 
sey, of Yale College, Chairman of the New 
Testament Company of American Revisers. 
Dr. Charles 8. Robinson, M. C. Hazard, 
Faith Latimer, and other familiar writers, 
will continue their helpful contributions. 


In addition to these regular contributors, 
various eminent writers will supply sidelight 
helps on special topics kindred to the lessons, 
similar to the series which has been so warmly 
commended in the year now closing. Among 
the articles arranged for, the following may 





be named as already secured for the first six 
months of 1884: 


By DR. T. J. CONANT, member of the Old Testa- 
ment Company of American Revisers:—The Text of 
the New Testament and its Editors. ra 

By PROFESSOR PHILIP SCHAFF, President of the 
American Revision Committee:—The First Chris- 
tian Council. 

By EX-PRESIDENT T. D. WOOLSEY, of Yale Col- 
lege, Chairman of the New Testament Company of 
American Revisers:—The Brother of our Lord, and 
the Epistle of James. 

By PROFESSOR JOHN A. BROADUS, of the South- 
ern Baptist Theological Seminary :—The Relations 
of the Acts to the Epistles. 

By THE ARCHBISHOP OF YORK, England :—The 
Progress of Doctrine in the New Testament. 

By BISHOP H. W. WARREN, of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church :—The Power of the Tongue. 

By DR. LEONARD WOOLSEY BACON:—Jewish 
Social Worship in the Dispersion. 

By DR. HOWARD CROSBY, of New York :—Faith 
and Works: the Theology of Paul and James. 

By PROFESSOR ROBERT FLINT, of Edinburgh 
University, Scotland :—Living in the Light of God. 

By PROFESSOR MATTHEW B. RIDDLE, of the 
Hartford Theological Seminary :—The Contention 
between Paul and Barnabas. 

By PHILIP SMITH, author of the “Student’s Old 
and New Testament Histories,” London, England: 
—Macedonia in the History of the World and of 
Christianity. 

By DR. WILLIAM HAYES WARD, Editor of the 
Independent, New York :—Traces of Extinct Civili- 
zation in the Regions Traversed by Paul. 

By PROFESSOR H. DRISLER, of Columbia College: 
—Light from the Classics on Paul’s Journeys. 

By PROFESSOR RICHARD C. JEBB, of Glasgow 
University, Scotland :—Paul as an Orator. 

By DR. JAMES STRONG, of Drew Theological 
Seminary :—A Lesson from the Bereans. 

By PROFESSOR GEORGE P. SCHODDE, of Capital 
University, Columbus, Ohio:—An Old Testament 
Evangelist. 





By PROFESSOR W. W. GOODWIN, of Harvard Uni- 
versity :—The Athens of Paul's Day. 

By PROFESSOR GEORGE P. FISHER, of Yale Col- 
lege :—Culture as a Substitute for Religion. 

By DR. A. J. GORDON, Pastor of the Clarendon 
Street Baptist Church, Boston :—Under which King ? 

By PROFESSOR AUSTIN PHELPS, of Andover 
Theological Seminary :—Earnest Views of Life. 

By PRESIDENT NOAH PORTER, of Yale College :— 
The Limits of Man’s Philosophy. 

By DR. THEODORE L. CUYLER, of Brooklyn :— 
Abstinence for the Sake of Others. 

By BISHOP ARTHUR CLEVELAND COXE, of the 
Protestant Episcopal Church :—The Resurrection. 

By CANON W. H. FREMANTLE, author of the Gos- 
pel of the Secular Life, Cambridge, England :—The 
Bounds of Christian Freedom. 

By DR. ARTHUR MITCHELL, 
Scene in a Roman Prison. 

By JUSTICE WILLIAM STRONG, United States 
Supreme Court, Washington, D. C.:—Obedience to 
Authority. 


of Cleveland :—A 


In the line of practical Sunday-school arti- 
cles by experienced workers, the following, 
already promised, are but few of the many 
which will appear during the year: 

By DR. JOHN H. VINCENT :—How a Teacher can 
get Help from the Assembly. 

By DR. J. A. WORDEN:—How to 
Local Normal Class. 

By DR. J. W. DULLES :—The Superintendent Pre- 
paring for his Teachers’-Meeting. 

By REV. A. F. SCHAUFFLER :—The Superintendent 
Leading his Teachers’-Meeting. 

By W. R. BURNHAM :—The Superintendent in the 
Opening Exercises of his School. 

By JOHN E. SEARLES, JR. :—The Superintendent 
in the Closing Exercises of his School. 

By JOHN B. SMITH :—The Superintendent's Ques- 
tions from the Desk. 


By REV. T. C. BOYKIN :—The Teacher’s Work in 
School and Out. 


Arrange for a 


JOHN D. WATTLES, Publisher, 725 Chestnut 


oe 22, 1883. 





By M. C. HAZARD :—Linxing the Lessons in Class 
Teaching. 

By B.F. JACOBS :—Using the Bible in Class Teach- 
ing. 

By REV. THOMAS K. BEECHER :—How to Question 
in the Class, Nlustrated by a Specimen Lesson 

By R. T. BONSALL :—Hints on Reviews. 

By FRANK BEARD:—Sensible Uses of the 
board. 

By PROFESSOR W. F. SHERWIN :—Hints as to Sun- 
day-school Singing. 

By W. M. PATTON :—How to Secure the Church 
Attendance of Scholars. 

By REV. SYLVANUS STALL :—Sunday-school Mis- 
sionary Societies. 

By JOHN WANAMAKER :—Auxiliaries of the 
day-school. 


By REV. F. ©. PELOUBET :—Hints from Represei 
tative American Sunday-schools. 


Black- 


Sun- 


If a club of subscribers for your school is 
not already being arranged for, will you not 
take the matter in hand? 

At its lowest club rate, $1.00 a year, The 
Sunday School Times costs subscribers less 
than two cents a week, thus giving over eight 
pages fora cent. Its size and frequency of 
issue enable ‘it to give so large a variety of 
help to the study of the lessons, that each 
teacher can choose for himself what is best 
fitted to his particular class. 

The Sunday School Times is valued highly 
in many homes as an excellent paper for the 
family. Besides the material bearing upon 
Bible study and all departments of Sunday- 
school work, its variety of general reading 
matter, both editorial and contributed, will be 
found helpful and interesting in any home. 


See Subscription Terms on another page, 
and don’t overlook the provision made for 





the small schools. 


Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 





1883. 








CHRISTMAS. 





FOR HOLIDAY PRESENTS—— 


Seal Skin Cloths. 
Astrakans. 
Ottoman Beavers. 
Siciliennes. 
Brocaded Beavers. 





Dress Cloths. 


Stockinettes. 
Velour Cloakings. 


Velveteens. 
Ulster Cloths. 


SAMPLES 


1883. 


USEFUL AND ACCEPTABLE. 


Suitings. 


Overcoatings. 
Trouserings. 


Boys’ Suitings. 
Corduroys. 


se «= 








| Scotch Cheviots. 
Beaver Cloakings. 
Children’s Sackings. 
Opera Cloakings. 
Diagonal Beavers. 





| 


SNODGRASS, MURRAY, & CO. 


MARKET AND NINTH STREETS, 
PHILADELPHIA, PENNA. 


CLOTHS—RETAIL. 
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the publisher will refund to subscribers any money that they lose tn ow ee 
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WE FEEL SURE 


That every reader of this will 
find it a great advantage to 
deal with us for what ma ba 
needed in the way of the 
Clothing. We lay great oon 
on these three points: 


ELEGANCE OF PATTERNS. 

EXCELLENCE OF WORKMAN- 
SHIP. 

MODERATION IN PRICES. 


‘Our stock of Men’s and Boys’ 
Clothing is unrivaled for ex- 
tent and completeness. Do us 
the favor of looking through 
it. Or we shall be pleased to 
send samples, and every need- 
ful direction, to any atldress. 
JACOB REED’S SONS, 
Leading and Oldest Clothiers, 
920 and 922 Chestnut Street. 
Established 1824. Trade dol- 
lars taken at par. 
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~WANTE acturing Tacilitics, 10 or 12 
SUCCESSFUL BOOK ASE) AGENTS 
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~« \NONPAREI® VELVETERK. The most heblon- | be 
able dress jal. Elegant, serv e, inexpensive. 
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Wanamaker & Brown 


Sixth & Market Sts., Philadelphia. 


CANDIES! 


CHRISTMAS CANDIES a Ghectaliy 
for Sunday-schools. Samples now ready. 
GEO. MILLER & SON, 
610 Market St., Philadelphia, Pa 
Wholesale and Retail. 


AGENTS *==: 
Reflecting Safety Lamp 


which can be sold in every family. mp es 
more light then gy ordinary lamps. 














t 
cen We have other 
housebold articles. Send for circulars. 


FORSEE & McMAKIN, Cincinnati, 0. 


HONOG RAPHY, OF PHONETIC SHORT-HAND. 
alogue of beta by ae on ee. with aj > 


Catal 
bet and illustrations, fo Os 
Address PHONOGRA Pit Hic I INSTITUTE: "tu, 0. 








Leg a s“* Lion 
at Home;”’ Lboughton’s 
*“Burgomaster’ s Daugh- 
ter; ‘the Scratch 
Pack, ” C. Burton Bar- 
ker; “Venice,” by 
‘Stephen Parrish. “ ee 

Dreamland,” 8S. J. 
ris, and other fine ee he 
ings by Henry Farrer, 
Slocombe, Aufray, 
Robertson and others. 
A new mandel, “ Ma- 
donna San Sisto.” Ex- 
¥quisite Paintings at 
moderate rices. 
French Plate Mirrors, 
Choice Proof Engrav- 
ings, Eeauhine Picture Frames, New Small Frames, 
for Card and ae ere in ait combinations and 
beaut ~- HL ew Stained Glass pasate, 
“ Neighbo oe ome,” the last pe Reese Group, and all 
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BEST ROOFING 


soe Sop, BARTLETT'S IMPROVED 
Joubie = Natek AC ROOFING F FELT 


TANGER "ROOFING F FELT 


Sey eel ee fate Ay von bg 
clean and dry, easily applied by any one. 


VULCAN ROOF COATING 


Felt or Shee #4 _ per -# tong 
AR BONE LED SHEATHING 
LT covers 16 sq. fee und. 


ean eo Sere 
ROOFING CO. eN ee 
orean Park Military Academy. 
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